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Some W men Who
ade a Difference

BY GENE HESSLER

ONTINUED FROM THE LAST ISSUE IS A SURVEY OF WOMEN

whose achievements have been recognized by having their likeness-
es portrayed on paper money. Part I highlighted artists; Part II con-
tinues with an actress and a scientist.

PART II:

ACTRESS

Johanne Louise Heiberg
MANY EXPERTS CONSIDER JOHANNE LOUISE HEIBERG DENMARK'S

greatest actress. Born Johanne Luis Patges in Copenhagen on November 22,
1812 , both of her parents were Germans from Cologne. Her tyrannical father
operated a tavern where, against her mother's wishes, he often had Johanne
and her sister dance on the tables.

At the age of 8, Johanne entered ballet school. Jonas Collin, director at the
Royal Theatre, befriended her and arranged for her to live with actress Mme.
Anna Wexchall. There the young Johanne came alive and knew she was des-
tined to devote her life to the theatre.

Johanne married a playwright, Johan Ludwig Heiberg, many years her
senior. (Heiberg's mother was author Thomasine Gyllembourg Heiberg,
whose image is found on a Danish 1,000-kroner note (P53).) Johanne's career
coincided with the blossoming of Danish literature; however, because of poli-
tics at the Royal Theatre, she and her husband fell out of favor during the
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The design of this 1994
French 500-franc note
(P 92) was created by

computer-imaging.
Pierre and Marie Curie
received Nobel Prizes,
however, on the note
Pierre is placed in the

secondary position. The
face and back of the

note carry symbols for
atoms and chemistry.

Seven Years' War (1849-56).
Her reputation and ability as an actress proved stronger. When she

returned to the stage after an illness, she was met with wild enthusiasm.
Admirers sent flowers to her home and the theatre; she was followed in the
streets; and women copied her dress and hair style. Notwithstanding, Johanne
remained sincere and humble.

Her last appearance was on June 2, 1864, in her husband's play Elver')di.
Three years later, Johanne returned to the Royal Theatre as an instructor, the
first women to hold that position. Johanne Louise Heiberg died in
Copenhagen on December 21, 1890.

SCIENTIST
Marie Curie
THE SPARTAN, REGIMENTED LIFE OF MARIE SKLODOWSKA CURIE

(1867-1934) makes an ideal story for a movie script, and this actually has been
done. Before she died on July 4, 1934, Marie Sklodowska defied every tradition
that kept women from achieving success and recognition. When she left her
humble home and went to Paris to study, she changed her name to Marie from
Marya, the name she was given at her baptism in Warsaw, where she was born
on November 7, 1867. Marya was a precocious child, the brightest student in
her class. She graduated first in every subject.

After she enrolled at the University of Paris in 1891, she may have adopted
French ways, but she remained loyal to Polish nationalism. Three years later,
she met Pierre Curie, an important physicist. They were married, without
rings, in 1895. When her first child, Irene, was born two years later, Marie
Curie was one of two women in Europe who were studying for a doctorate.

In 1898 Pierre discontinued his work research to join his wife in her
research; they shared work in physics and chemistry. Marie's discovery of radi-
um brought her a Nobel Prize in Physics in 1903. The years Marie and Pierre
spent in their crude, inadequate laboratory affected their health. They both
were subjected to radon gas and often went to their laboratory at night to
watch the glowing test tubes as children watch fireflies. When Pierre Curie
died in 1910, the hideous effects of radioactivity still were unknown.

In 1906 Marie Curie accepted a position at the Sorbonne; she was the first
woman to teach at this school in its 650-year history. In public, Marie
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Marie Sklodowska
Cure is portrayed
on a Polish 20,000
zlotych (P 152).
The back shows a
nuclear reactor.

appeared cold and insensitive to most. However, she had a sensitive and caring
side, which she often committed to paper. Marie opened 200 X-ray units in
France during World War I.

Her second Nobel Prize came in 1911, this time for chemistry. In 1920 an
American journalist, Missy Meloney, went to Paris to interview this remark-
able woman, who still worked in a lab that was not equal to her status.
Meloney brought Marie Curie to America twice, where the Polish-born scien-
tist received 20 honorary degrees. The donations she received helped establish
her Radium Institute in Paris.

The year she received her second Nobel Prize, Marie met French physicist
Paul Langevin. An affair that might have taken place with this married man
turned her admirers against her. Marie had four cataract operations and even-
tually died of leukemia in 1934. These were just some of the symptoms caused
by exposure to radioactivity that were documented by 1924. In 1935, the year
after her death, Marie's daughter, Irene, and her husband, Frederic Joliot,
received a Nobel Prize in Chemistry for their work in artificial radioactivity.

When France celebrated the 100th anniversary of Marie Curie's birth in
1967, the government had a difficult time locating a portrait that did not make
the shy scientist look "too Polish." The portrait on which the Polish bank note
engraving is based can be found in McGrayne (p. 13). As she looks into the
camera lens for this 1913 photograph, Marie Sklodowska Curie seems to have
just said, modestly but with pride, "I am Polish."

continued in next issue +
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