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"ARMY BANK HERE ROBBED

THIS EVENING"

THREE CIVILIANS DEAD, TWO WOUNDED

by STEVE WHITFIELD

A few years ago, as I was thumbing through a copy of
The Check List, the publication of the American Check
Collectors Society, I noticed an illustration of a small,

blank check printed for the U.S. Army Bank at Camp Funston,
Kansas. At the time I was stationed at Fort Riley, which in-
cludes the Camp Funston area. I knew through researching
local history that a brutal robbery and murder had taken place
at the bank in January, 1918. I thought if I could obtain an
example of the check, it would be an incentive to do an article
about the bank and the robbery. So, off went a letter to Bob
Spence, owner of the check, to see if he had a duplicate. He
replied and said that he only had the one check but that he
would contact the individual he had obtained his copy from
to try and get another. Bob later wrote that he had been un-
successful, so I thanked him and forgot about the project.
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The Army Bank of Camp Funston
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The check that inspired this article.

"The Zone" at Camp Funston, army bank location.

Recently, I received a letter from a fellow Kansas correspon-
dent, who informed me that he was the person contacted by
Bob Spence several years ago and that he had subsequently
obtained another copy of the check. Was I still interested? Of

course I was, and so the item finally came to hand. Trips to
newspaper archives at Junction City, Kansas and Kansas City,
Missouri provided additional details on the crime.

Camp Funston was one of 16 National Army Cantonments
erected in 1917, to train and house the huge U.S. Army neces-
sary to go to war with Germany. The camp was named after
General Frederick Funston, a Kansas military hero of the cam-
paign in the Philippines. Built by an army of contractors in
only twelve weeks, the camp consisted of 1400 buildings with
all appropriate infrastructure, utilities, railroad sidings, and
support facilities. The camp was constructed on the eastern
edge of Fort Riley proper. A private city, appropriately called
"Army City" grew up between Camp Funston and the city of
Ogden. Fifty thousand soldiers were trained at Camp Funston,
including the 89th and 92nd Divisions which served in France.

At the center of the Camp was an area set aside for recre-
ational and support facilities. This was called "the zone," and
it was here that businesses to support the soldiers were estab-
lished. Within the zone two banks were operated. One was a
"branch" of the Central National Bank of Junction City, Kan-
sas and the other was established by management of the Na-
tional Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Missouri, Charter 9677.
The Kansas City bank was careful to ensure that this bank was
not called a "branch", but for all practical purposes, that is

what it was. Another bank, The Army City
Bank, was established in nearby Army
City. These banks were opened to serve
the needs of the soldiers and to handle
large U.S. Army payrolls, which ran about
$1 million a month.

Mr. C. Fuller Winters, vice president of
the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City,
Missouri, and an officer of the National
Reserve Bank of Kansas City, was in charge
of the U.S. Army Bank at Funston and Mr.
Kearney Wornall was cashier. The bank
was located in a small wood frame build-
ing within the zone. Dimensions of the
one room bank were approximately
15' x20'. On the night of the robbery, Fri-
day, January 11th, 1918, the bank was in
the process of preparing for payroll op-
erations and had a large amount of cash

on hand. The money had been visible on the counter for sev-
eral days. Present in the bank were Mr. Winters and cashier
Wornall, along with O.M. Hill, clerk, Mr. John W. Jewell, edi-
tor of the camp newspaper and Mr. Carl Ohleson, son of a
Kansas City contractor. Ohleson was probably doing work at
the Camp.
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A $10 date back issued by the parent bank in Kansas City, Mo.

At approximately 7:30 in the evening on the coldest night
of the year, an insistent knocking was heard at the door. The
temperature registered -20° outside and the wind was blow-
ing hard. Mr. Winters went to the door and admitted someone
that he apparently knew. The robber walked around the counter
and pulled out a heavy automatic pistol and covered the men
in the bank. At first they did not take him seriously as he
mumbled about his accounts being out of balance. He then
produced a hatchet and struck Mr. Winters on the side of the
head with the flat of the axe. Producing some tent cord he
forced the cashier to bind the arms of the others and then tied
the cashier. With the five men lying on their backs, tied and
gagged, he proceeded to butcher his victims with the hand
axe, killing three of them and severely wounding the other
two. He then filled a sack with large denomination bills and
left the building.

The cashier came to and managed to untie himself and exit
the bank. Covered in blood he wandered until challenged by
a sentry, who sounded the alarm. A party sent to the bank
discovered the carnage and rousted the camp. Within twenty
minutes the entire camp was locked down with no-one al-
lowed to enter or leave and sentries ordered to shoot on sight
anyone trying to enter or leave by stealth. A search of the en-
tire camp was conducted without success although thirty $1
bills and a bloody handkerchief were found near the railroad
tracks.

Major General Ballou, Camp Commandant, put out a call
for help to the police of all communities within 100 miles of
Funston, as follows: "Army Bank here robbed this evening.
Three civilians killed, two badly injured. Man, semi-conscious
condition says army captain attacked him with gun and
hatchet. Believed robber was disguised in the uniform of an
army captain. Perpetrator bloodstained. Request co-operation."

Photographs of the exterior and interior of the bank, just
after the bodies had been removed, appeared in the Kansas
City Star on Monday the 14th. The photos were credited to the
Union Pacific Railway Press Bureau.

Mr. Winters died without regaining consciousness, becom-
ing the fourth victim of the murderer. Cashier Wornall was
placed in the post hospital and word soon passed through the
camp that he would recover and be able to identify the robber.

On Saturday, the 12th of January, a National Guard Cap-
tain shot himself to death at Funston. Captain Lewis Whisler,

commander of Company E, 364th Infantry, apparently over-
heard a sergeant discussing the robbery and the survival of
cashier Womall. Shortly thereafter he killed himself with a rifle.
Subsequent investigation showed that he had gotten his fu-
neral unifom tailored the week before the robbery and had
stated that he would be buried in it soon. He had also ad-
dressed a suicide note to a 17 year old female student at Ot-
tawa University. Whisler was divorced and had been seeing
the young woman for about a year. He was 36 years old at the
time and his ex wife stated that he was insane. In fact a num-
ber of people wondered how he had ever been given a com-
mission. But it was wartime and expansion requirements of
the army undoubtedly allowed a few misfits to slip through
the screen.

A detailed audit finally determined that $62,826.21 could
not be accounted for. Obviously the small change had not been
taken by the robber, but he did get more than $62,000. At first
the money could not be found and the investigation centered
on the possibility of accomplices who could have carried it off
the Post. Cashier Wornall's condition continued to improve
until doctors were sure that he would make a full recovery. By
the following Wednesday a detailed search of Whisler's room
had discovered a hidden compartment in the wall, where he
had stashed all of the money. With the recovery of the money,
interest soon waned in the papers and the case was closed. The
last news about the robbery appeared on January 25th in the
Junction City Union.

At the time of the robbery, the U.S. Army Bank was prepar-
ing to move into a new $20,000 building at the Camp. A na-
tional charter had just been received and the name would be
changed to The First National Bank of Camp Funston, Kansas.
An illustration of the new First National Bank building ap-
peared in the Kansas City Times on Tuesday, January 15. This
bank, unfortunately, did not issue national currency and its
fate is unknown to me.

With the end of the war in 1918 the soldiers and contrac-
tors all went home and the area reverted to its pre-war status.
The 89th Division returned to muster out, along with the 35th
"Santa Fe" Division. A young Artillery Captain named Harry
S. Truman mustered out with the 35th. Army City soon disap-
peared as the need for its services went away. During the 1920s

(Continued on page 58)
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SPMC Annual Awards
The 1997 SPMC Awards will be presented at the Interna-
tional Paper Money Show in Memphis, Tennessee, in June
1998, as follows:

1. Nathan Gold Memorial Award. Established and formerly
(1961-1970) presented by Numismatic News, now by
the Bank Note Reporter. Presented to a person who has
made a concrete contribution toward the advancement
of paper money collecting. Recipients, who need not be
members of the SPMC, are chosen by the Awards Com-
mittee.

2. Award of Merit. For SPMC member (or members) who,
during the previous year, rendered significant contribu-
tions to the Society which bring credit to the Society.
May be awarded to the same person in different years
for different contributions. Recipients to be chosen by
the Awards Committee.

3. Literary Awards. First, second and third places. Awarded
to SPMC members for articles published originally in
Paper Money during the calendar year preceding the an-
nual meeting of the Society.

A. An Awards Committee member is not eligible for
these awards if voted on while he is on the com-
mittee.

B. Serial articles are to be considered in the year of
conclusion, except in case the article is a continua-
tion of a related series on different subjects; these
to be considered as separate articles.

C. Suggested operating procedures: The Awards Com-
mittee chairman will supply each member with a
copy of the guidelines for making awards. Using
the grading factors and scoring points which fol-
low, each member will make his selection of the

five best articles published in the preceding year,
listing them in order of preference. The lists will be
tabulated by the chairman and the winners chosen.
A second ballet will be used to break any ties.

D. Grading factors and scoring points:

a. Readability and interest—is the article interest-
ingly written? (20 points) Is it understandable
to someone who is not a specialist in the field?
(10 points) Would you study the article rather
than just scan through it? (10 points)

b. Numismatic information covered—In your
opinion, will the article be used by future stu-
dents as a reference source? (20 points) Has the
author documented and cross referenced his
source material? Give credit for original research
and depth of study. (20 points) Is the subject a
new one, not previously researched, or a rehash?
If it presents a new slant on an old subject, give
proper credit. (20 points)

The Dr. Glenn Jackson Memorial Award will be presented, if
someone qualifies. This award, open to any author in any
numismatic publications, is for an outstanding article about
bank note essais, proofs, specimens and the engravers who
created them. This award, when presented, consists of a
certificate, which includes an engraving by American Bank
Note Co.

The Julian Blanchard Memorial Exhibit Award will be awarded
for the outstanding exhibit of bank note essais, proofs and
specimens, including the possible relationship to stamps.

The SPMC Best of Show Award is given for an outstanding
exhibit in Memphis on any paper money-related subject.

ARMY BANK (Continued from page 57)

Camp Funston was auctioned off to wreckers who had com-
pletely dismantled the place by 1925, except for roads and
walks. In 1919 a monument constructed of building rubble
stone was erected in memory of the soldiers who trained there.
This monument still stands. During the great depression a CCC
project restored the foundation and fireplace of General Wood's
home that overlooked the camp as a monument to the gen-
eral. These are all that remain of the huge WWI camp. In 1940
however, Camp Funston was entirely rebuilt as a training cen-
ter for the approaching WWII. Today that camp is also gone
and the army is doing archaeological investigations looking
for building foundations in the Army City area, which was
incorporated into Fort Riley when the Post expanded just prior
to WWII.

Unfortunately, no record was made of serial numbers or
types of currency included in the loot, so collectors cannot

look for "bank robbery" artifacts; however, there must be some
issued checks stashed in somebody's old papers somewhere.
And the national bank notes of the "parent" National Reserve
Bank of Kansas City, Missouri are readily available. In addi-
tion, one of the victims, Mr. C.F. Winters, was a vice president
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. Federal Reserve
Bank notes and Federal Reserve notes of the period would also
be appropriate for collectors.

References:
History of Fort Riley; W.F. Pride; 1926; Reprint 1987 by the U.S. Cav-

alry Museum and the Fort Riley Historical and Archaeological
Society

Junction City Union, Junction City, Kansas. Jan. 12 — Jan. 25, 1918
Kansas City Star, Kansas City, Missouri. Jan. 12, and Jan. 14, 1918
The Kansas City Times, Jan. 12 and 15, 1918
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