
Ark Tavern.
THE fubfctiber molt refpeafully in-

forms the public, that by the foli-
citation of a number of his friends he has
opened a TAVERN, by the name of
THE ARK TAVERN, at No. 6, ;luck-
Street. His houfe has been for a number
of years a convenient retort for traders
and gentlemen from the country ; he
pledges hi mfel f to lack no exertion to ren-
der it at leaft as agreeable to that, and
every defcription of cufloiners, as it has
heretofore proved,' and promifes the tra-
veller, that while every means of refrefh-
ment and repofe will be offered him in
the bottle, every attention in the ftable
(hall be (hewn his wearied beaft. To
thole who have frequented his houfe he
flatters ,himfelf it is only neceffary to of-
fer a continuance of the fame diligent ef-
fort to pleafe ; to thole who have the ex-
periment yet to make, he can only add
the fcriptural exhortation, "tape and fee."

JOHN DAVENPORT.
N. B. His bills than always be as

moderate as the price of provilions will
admit, and the fmalleft favour acknow-
ledged with gratitude.

WANTED
At the above houfe, a maid fervant, who
is able and willing to do the menial work
of the fame.

Portfmouth, Feb. 9, 1795.
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Phil Davellport Zd Merchant Scrip
by KEVIN LAFOND

HE recent discovery of an early New Hampshire mer-
chant-issued note poses the questions who issued it
and why? After considerable research the issuer has

been identified as Portsmouth patriot, silversmith, and inn-
keeper John Davenport.

To tie the note to John Davenport, the address indicated on
the note, No. 6 Buck Street, had to be investigated. Buck Street
acquired its name by public consent in late July 1776. When
the Declaration of Independence was publicly read in Ports-
mouth by Sheriff John Parker from the State House balcony,
Captain Thomas Manning boldly yelled from the crowd the
suggestion that Queen Street be renamed Buck Street and King
Street become Congress Street.' The patriotic crowd jubilantly
agreed. Buck Street remained a name on the maps until 1813.
Three days before Christmas that year one of the most devas-
tating fires to ravage Portsmouth destroyed every building on
Buck Street. The following year the town fathers widened the
one lane street by using the time-honored technique of emi-
nent domain, and renamed the thoroughfare State Street. Since
street numbers were not widely used in Portsmouth until the
1830s, we must ask who was located at No. 6 Buck Street? The
answer came in the form of an advertisement in the local pa-
per. On February 9, 1795 John Davenport renamed his tavern
at No. 6 Buck Street the Ark Tavern. 2

John Davenport (1752-1842), born in Boston, was the
youngest son of Bostonian James Davenport (1693-1759) and
his third wife, Portsmouth-born Mary Walker. 3 The senior
Davenport prospered sufficiently as an innkeeper and baker
to support his tribe of twenty-two children. John Davenport
didn't have long to get acquainted with his father, though, for
the patriarch died when the lad was only six years old. One
must assume that Mary continued the Davenport tavern in
order to support the family, which probably numbered about
nine members in 1759. Nevertheless, by the mid-1760s the
young John Davenport had moved to Portsmouth, presum-
ably to live with one of Mary Davenport's relatives.

Like most teenagers, John Davenport would have been seek-
ing excitement. The British Parliament and rebellious colonies
were not going to disappoint him. Local merchant George
Meserve was appointed agent for distributing stamps in New
Hampshire in 1765. Upon the arrival of Meserve's commis-
sion in 1766 John Davenport, Thomas Manning, and George
Gains led the Sons of Liberty to the agent's house on Cross
Street (later Vaughn Street). The loose-knit rabble coerced and
intimidated Meserve into relinquishing his stamp master's
commission. The Sons of Liberty, still led by the rebellious
trio, marched with the document displayed on the end of a
sword through the town's streets. The procession ended at
Swing Bridge on Water Street where they erected a flag pole
and plaque proclaiming "liberty, property, and no stamp."
Thereafter, the bridge was renamed Liberty Bridge.'

During the ensuing years Davenport actively participated in
the rebellion against British rule. In late 1775 and early 1776
he served in a field artillery company, first under the corn-

Advertisement naming the Ark Tavern.

mand of physician Hall Jackson and then under Captain George
Turner,' In March 1776 the Continental Congress instructed
the States to prepare a document, the Association Test, indi-
cating who would oppose the British actions against the colo-
nies. 6 Later, on April 12, 1776, Davenport signed the
Association Test administered by the local committee of safety.'
Prior to the above events, the attack on Fort William & Mary
had occurred on December 14 and 15, 1774. In this action,
which many consider to be the first overt act of aggression
against British rule, local patriots attacked the fort, seizing can-
non, small arms, and one hundred barrels of gunpowder. 8

Today, historians can only speculate if the patriotic Daven-
port also participated in the raids on Fort William and Mary.
For obvious reasons, however, the names of most of the par-
ticipants were never recorded.

T



Stabling for Horfes,
AY be procured of the Sub-
fcriber in ARK LANE—his terms are

Moderate, an'd may he knoWn by applying at
his HOUSE in BUCK-STREET, oppofite
Mr. Stanwood's Shop—where he is provided
with the bell accommodations for BOARD-
ING and LODGING, having lately made
confiderable alterations and additions in his
Houk for that purptofehis Friends and others
from whom he has hitherto' recrived encourag-
mcnt, are requefled to accept his thanks for pall
favours, and he hopes for the continuance of
them.—At his Houk, the weary traveller will
find refl, and filch attendance as cannot fail to.
pleafe,-1;:sCellar he flatters himfelf, will gene-
rally be furnifhed with good Liquors, and his
Larder with the belt provilions—Thofe . who
are difpofed to fecund his views, and honour
him with their company, mu depend on his
endeavours to give the utmoft fatisfaCtion, -and
their favours gratefully acknowledged.

Yohn' Daveilbort.
Portfinouth, 0,cler i2 , 1793.
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Early in the revolution the Colony of New Hampshire passed
laws controlling prices and prohibiting exporting goods. Dur-
ing July 1777 the civic-minded Davenport served on the local
committee that recorded the quantities of goods in town and
set prices. 9

OHN DA VENPOR
Goiclinuth and Jeweller,

HEREBY-informs the Public, that he tar-
ries on his Bufinefs at his Shop near Liberty
tridge, almofl oppofite Mr, Yolkua Went -.

worih'rStore : Thole who pleafe to favor
him with -their Cullom may depend upon
having their Work done at a reafonable
Rate, and the fmallefl Favors greatfully ac-
knowledged, by their, humble Servant

JOHN DAVENPORT.

Advertisement for Davenport's business.

To earn a living Davenport operated a goldsmith and jew-
elry business on Water Street "near Liberty Bridge, almost op-
posite Mr. Joshua Wentworth's Store."' ° One must wonder if
it is ironic or prophetic that the business was located at the
symbolic heart of Davenport's early rebellious activity. Dav-
enport practiced his trade for the next twenty-plus years at three
different locations. After the stint on Water Street near Liberty
Bridge Davenport advertised his business on lower Queen
Street, near the waterfront, and finally on upper Buck Street at
the corner of Ark Street. While located on Water Street the shop
was burglarized, with many silver articles and five gallons of
rum stolen. 11 A ten-dollar reward was offered to whoever
brought the thief to justice. Whether justice was administered
has been lost in the dust of the past. At the Queen Street loca-
tion Davenport advertised "china-mending" in addition to the
goldsmith/silversmith business." On October 6, 1792 Dav-
enport purchased a building at the corner of Buck and Ark
Streets from Jonathan Warner for £450. The building had pre-
viously been the residence of James Sheafe. Davenport con-
ducted his silversmith activity in a small ell added to the
building. By this time Davenport specialized in silver shoe
buckles in partnership with his brother-in-law. Unfortunately,
for them, shoe buckles were being phased out by the use of

Stop Thief( io  Dollars Reward)
To any Perfon or Perfons

Fr h; lha/1 di'covor and bring to 7so./2ict the THIEF sr
Thieves rubs broke open !hi Shop of the Subfcriber, so
the Night after the t 2th Infiant, and tool from thence
tbr ,viz: fix Pair of Stone Batumi,
tau, die. Rings, one lit. LoLket, one largo Spore, one
Steck Buckle, ens Gold Breech, two Silator die. —Some
o.'d Sil•or, a Paper of melted Buckles, :broe pair of
Piachback dit.. two Boxes o 1 Spethclse, a _Quantify
Glafs Buttons— Sundry //mall Article, — About 5 Gallon,

RUM,—anijemt Ca/h. JOHN DAVENPORT.
PortIniuth, Odob. 13, 1 774

%••■•••■•■•	 ,r.y.e0

Announcement of burglary and reward.

laces. Davenport needed another livelihood. Regrettably, to-
day no examples of Davenport's handiwork are known to
survive.

When his silversmith's career waned Davenport returned to
his roots and opened a tavern." The recently acquired Buck
Street residence was remodeled and expanded to accommo-
date the new business. The tavern provided boarding and lodg-
ing for guests, stabling for their horses, and a good selection
of liquors. In February 1795 the establishment was renamed
"The Ark Tavern," 1 4 for Ark Street,' 5 and was adorned with a
colorful sign embellished with a picture of Noah's Ark. The
tavern attracted "traders and gentlemen from the country" for
patrons, many of whom frequented Portsmouth to attend the
general court. Even tickets to the local shows of a traveling
circus could be purchased at the tavern. 16 The popular tavern
also became a frequent meeting place for St. John's Masonic
Lodge. This activity was probably generated, in no small part,
by Davenport's extensive Masonic activity. Davenport joined
St. John's Lodge on January 10, 1797, served the lodge as trea-
surer 1811-1813, Grand Treasurer for New Hampshire 1813-
1816, Master of St. John's Lodge 1815-1816, and treasurer of
St. John's again 1817-1821. On March 6, 1822 Davenport
officially retired from St. John's Lodge due to age but, never-
theless, continued to participate in Masonic activities until his
death, twenty years later.

One constant throughout time has been change. Change
overtook the Ark Tavern in the form of fire on the evening of
December 22, 1813. The conflagration started around 7:30
p.m. in a barn at the corner of Court and Church Streets. By
11:00 p.m. Davenport's tavern, three blocks away, was in
flames, along with most of the other buildings on Buck Street.

Advertisement for the opening of Davenport's first tavern.



MASON'S ARMS ,

Re established-

Congress-Street.
IFIHE Subfcriber begs leave to inform his friends
1 and the public in general, that' being obliged

to leave his former commodious fituation, in Buck-
fireet, in conftquence of the late diftreffing con-
flagration, he has recently taken\that elegant and
fpacious four Flory briclt Eland, in Boardman's .

Buildings, whe're he will be happy to Wait on thole
who may pleafe to honor him with their compa-
ny. He alfo affures them no pains fhall bt fpared,-
and that his beta endeavors likewife be ex-'
erteci to render the moll pleafing and fatisfaaory.
accommodation. '

JOHN -DAVENPORT.
Ford-mouth; April rz, 1814.

//,.////./ 	 7/) ///

//'(/	 /'// (4,/110,./,/ 11 1 111 1 TY CE NTS,
1, 

--/d/a • ///n, /;-4`1, ./ //, / 1 //d

a/ 1/., °(.)..
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Advertisement for the Mason's Arms Tavern.

The fire burned until 5:00 a.m. the following morning. After
the smoke had cleared, the stark, smoldering ashes were all
that remained of the 272 buildings which covered 15 acres.'?

Not one to accept defeat, John Davenport thanked "his
friends and the public for their kindness and assistance, at the
time of the fire." 18 The advertisement also informed the pub-
lic that Davenport moved the tavern, temporarily, to Daniel
Street. Four months later, on April 12, 1814, Davenport opened
a new, permanent tavern, aptly named the Mason's Arms, 19 in
a four-story brick building on Market Street. 2 ° The sign of the
new tavern was the Masonic coat-of-arms. Shortly thereafter
Davenport sold the land at the corner of State and Ark Streets
to Nathaniel Folsom for $2,000. The new tavern was operated

much the same as the old one and was as popular as ever. In
fact, the favored tavern-keeper was elected a representative to
the New Hampshire General Court 1820-1821. Unfortunately,
old age was starting to take its toll on John Davenport. In 1821
the innkeeper closed the popular tavern and opened a board-
ing house at the corner of Broad and Fleet Streets.-' Presum-
ably a boarding house required less daily work than a tavern.
The boarding house was operated until John Davenport's death.

Now that we have identified the note's issuer, and have a
basic knowledge of John Davenport, let's examine why he
would have issued scrip. One fact remains constant through-
out American financial history—merchants issued fractional
scrip notes only when a need for them existed. Usually the
need for scrip resulted from an insufficient supply of circulat-
ing coins, or specie, to conduct business. One of two circum-
stances generally contributed to the lack of sufficient specie—a
troubled economy, similar to that created by the Civil War in
1862, or an expanding economy, as existed in Portsmouth
during the opening years of the 19' 1' century. From 1800 to
1803 local economic activity, as measured by shipping (im-
ports, exports, and tariffs), increased significantly; but, in 1804,
there was almost a 25% increase in business transactions. 22

This rapid economic expansion continued until President
Jefferson's embargo of 1807 devastated local commerce. Poli-
tics provided an additional factor contributing to the lack of
substitutes for specie. In 1802 the New Hampshire General
Court passed legislation prohibiting the issuance of hank notes
of less than five dollars in value. 23 This law would not be re-
pealed until late 1805. Commerce and politics had set the stage
for scrip notes to appear.

Two further constraints helped fix the issuance date of the
note to 1804-1805. First, in 1805 the Republicans finally con-
trolled both houses of the state legislature and the governor's
office. A significant amount of reform legislation was passed
that year in order to distinguish the Republicans from their
predecessors, the Federalists. One of these laws prohibited the
circulation of "private notes, bills, orders, and checks." 2.1 The
legislation would not be repealed until 1842. This law was
ironic for John Davenport, because he was a Republican. The
other constraining factor is the engraver of the printing plate.

James Aiken25 moved from Philadelphia to Salem, MA in
1804, to Newburyport, MA in 1806, and returned to Philadel-
phia in 1808. In all probability the printing plates were en-
graved in 1804 or 1805 and the notes saw limited circulation,

Davenport's fifty cent scrip note. The engraver's imprint "1. Aiken Sculp." is located near the "New Hampshire" scroll.
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if indeed the process evolved past the printing of a unique
"printer's proof." The ornately engraved note (approximately
3 by 8 inch) is printed on one side only, and bears the imprint
"J. Aiken, Sculp." Similar examples of scrip notes exist from
Maine, then a province of Massachusetts, including notes is-
sued in 1815 by John Cutts of Kittery Point26 and 1807 by
John Taber & Son of Portland. 27

In conclusion, tavern-keeper John Davenport issued, or at-
tempted to issue, merchant scrip around 1804-1805 to com-
pensate for insufficient circulating specie caused by the rapidly
expanding local economy.
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