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GLASSPORT, PENNSYLVANIA
DISCOVERY

by ERIC VICKER

'M excited and proud to announce the discovery of a
note from The Glassport National Bank, Charter 5708.
No notes from this bank were known to exist by John

Hickman and Dean Oakes when the 2nd edition of their Stand-
ard Catalog of National Bank Notes was published in 1990.

The small town of Glassport is located in Allegheny County,
about ten miles southeast of Pittsburgh. The area is part of a
peninsula formed by the Monongahela and Youghiogheny
Rivers. There are quite a few communities in this region, many
of which boasted at least one national bank that issued notes:
Clair-ton, Elizabeth, McKeesport, West Elizabeth, and Wilson.
I'm an avid collector of them all, so you can imagine that the
"unknown" Glassport occupied my thoughts!

Brief History of Glassport
The community of Glassport was incorporated from Port Vue
Boro, and developed around a manufacturing plant operated
by the United States Glass Company. The riverside location
and easy access to railroads brought other industry, including
coal, gas and steel. Many of the firms still operate in the area,
including Copperweld, Pittsburgh Steel, and Westinghouse. A

Glassport Trust Co., Sixth St. and Monongahela Ave., Glassport, Pa.

recent census lists the population of Glassport as about 5,000;
the population of the community when it was founded at the
turn of the century was about 3,000.

The Glassport National Bank
Charter 5708 was issued to The Glassport National Bank on
January 28, 1901, and the bank opened for business about
two weeks later, on February 11th. The bank issued 2823 sheets
of Second Charter Brown Back notes in $10 and $20 denomi-
nations (10-10-10-20), a grand total of 11,292 notes. The to-
tal dollar amount of circulation issued was $141,150.

There may have been a power struggle within the bank, or
perhaps a friendly exchange of offices. In any event, a March
1904 bank directory lists the officers as James Evans, presi-
dent and S.A. Bryce, vice president; a March 1906 directory
reverses the roles. W.S. Kearny was the cashier of The Glass-
port National Bank, and he served in that capacity for the trust
company at least through 1926.

I was fortunate to obtain a contemporary post card showing
the bank building, and the message on the back was most in-
teresting: "Dear Edith: A view of the only bank in town. When
a person puts money in, it's only a question of whether they
will get it out, as the bank changes hands constantly. Jim."

National Currency Issues
When The Glassport National Bank closed in March 1906 the
amount of its notes in circulation was $49,100; a 1910 report
shows the outstanding circulation had shrunk to $4,725.

To the best of my knowledge, the illustrated $20 note, which
I'm happy to say resides in my collection, is the only known
survivor of this short-lived bank's issues. This note was sold to
me by the same good friend who sold me the unique Red Seal
from Cecil, Pennsylvania (see PAPER MONEY No. 181).
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