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Bergen Iron Works Scrip
by DAVID D. GLADFELTER and WILLIAM S. DEWEY

N his 1989 monograph, The Bergen Iron Works and Its
Tokens, I co-author Dewey observed that this 19th cen-
tury southern New Jersey extractive and manufactur-

ing enterprise had issued, in addition to several varieties of
copper and brass tokens, paper scrip "in denominations of
61/4 cents up." Discussion of the scrip notes, however, was re-
served to a future article, due to the dearth of information then
obtainable from the mere two confirmed examples of notes.
Since that time, three additional specimens of Bergen Iron
Works scrip have surfaced, and there are unconfirmed reports
of a few more. This database, while small, does permit us to
draw some preliminary conclusions about the use and origin
of the scrip. We present the known facts and our conclusions
here.

Historical background. 2 The Bergen Iron Works traces its
origins to 1833, when Joseph Woolston Brick (c.1804-1847),
the young manager of Batsto Furnace in southern Burlington
County, purchased 112 acres of property in present-day Lake-
wood as the site of his own future works. The property in-
cluded an operating sawmill, a defunct furnace and forge, and
a nucleus of what was to become thousands of acres of ore-
bearing, forested lands. With access to these facilities and raw
materials, the works commenced ironmaking operations. In
the following year, Brick took in his father-in-law, Riley Allen,
as a partner.

Others soon joined the enterprise. Among them were sev-
eral whose names appear on the scrip notes. Daniel Christo-
pher became the first manager of the works when Brick moved
business operations to New York City. A banker, Benjamin
Snyder, became clerk. Robert A. Campbell became a close as-
sociate in the business. Upon Brick's death 1 February 1847,
Campbell became co-executor of his estate, and the following
year married Brick's widow, Margaret. Snyder continued to
work under Campbell, serving as agent for the works in 1852
according to an advertisement. By that time, a foundry facility
had been added and was engaged in the manufacture of cast
iron pipes, other cast iron products, and structural iron.

By 1844 a sizable "company town" of 200 workers and their
families had formed around the works. It, like the business,
was called Bergen Iron Works. Living quarters were in row
houses. The village was served by a company store as of 1840,
the date appearing on both the tokens and the notes. In 1851,
the short-lived Ocean Bank was established at the village. It
issued bank notes in four denominations, then closed in 1854.
Snyder was its president.

Concurrently, local political jurisdictions in South Jersey
were forming and reforming. Some of the unincorporated vil-
lages were being absorbed into large municipalities. In 1850,
the Bergen Iron Works village became part of the new Town-
ship of Brick. That same year, Brick Township and other south-
ern Monmouth County towns divided to form a new county,
the County of Ocean.

Faced with depletion of the ore beds and competition from
superior quality ore from Pennsylvania, ironmaking at the
Bergen Works ceased about 1854. The furnace was torn down
about 1857. The foundry continued in operation and was taken

over by Riley Allen Brick, oldest son of Joseph (born 7 Octo-
ber 1837), upon his coming of age and graduation from
Harvard College in 1858. Under Riley, the business expanded
into construction contracting, building and supplying pipe for
gas works in southeastern New York.

In 1865, he and Campbell renamed the "company town"
Bricksburg in honor of Joseph Brick. In 1880, the name was
changed to Lakewood. Shortly thereafter, Lakewood Township
incorporated separately from Brick Township.

Little is known about the Bergen Iron Works store itself. From
the dated tokens and notes, we know that it was doing busi-
ness as of 1840. Only one other contemporaneous record of
the store itself is known to exist, a three-page handwritten in-
ventory dated 1847, the year of Joseph Brick's death, suggest-
ing a possible connection between the inventory and the
administration of his estate. Later sources indicate that the store
was out of business by 1865. In that year, the business was
reportedly sold to Albert M. Bradshaw, later Bricksburg's post-
master and a member of the New Jersey Assembly, and T.H.
Bechtel. That same year, a new building was built on the site
of the former company store. The builder and owner was Riley
Brick, who leased it to one E. Mason who opened his own
store on the site. Mason later bought the property and made it
the site of a newspaper office. The site was at the southeast
corner of Main Street (Route 88) and Clifton Avenue in Lake-
wood. R. A. Brick is shown as the owner of this site on maps of
Bricksburg dated 1872 and 1878. Dewey reports evidence that
serves to confirm the presumed location of the company store:
The finding of a number of Bergen Iron Works store tokens3

on vacant land behind the site.
Origin of the scrip. It is a pleasant surprise for us to ob-

serve that a newly discovered imprint, that of "D. Felt & Co. &
C.C. Wright N.Y.", appears on all confirmed examples of the
Bergen Iron Works scrip notes. We have not seen this imprint
before, and find no reference to it in sources on bank note
engraving firms available to us. 4 However, the name of Charles
Cushing Wright is well known, and biographical information
about him is found in some of the foregoing sources as well as
in reference works about medallic engravers, a field in which
Wright excelled. 5 A rare but artistically uninspired vignette of
a female allegory, possibly the goddess Artemis or Diana, signed
by Wright at lower left, appears on the $2 denomination; notes
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with vignettes signed by
Wright are seen much less fre-
quently than medallic works
signed by him. Until now it
was thought that upon form-
ing a partnership with James
Bale about 1829, Wright had
turned away from intaglio
engraving to medallic engrav-
ing and the cutting of dies for
striking tokens. The Bergen
Iron Works notes show that
Wright did not entirely aban-
don his earlier craft. Accord-
ing to the imprint, the Felt
and Wright shop was in New
York City, where Joseph Brick,
who likely ordered the initial
supply of the notes, also had
an office.

Wright's unsigned vignette of the
Greek mathematician Archimedes
moving the world with a lever, ap-
pearing on the two Bergen Iron
Works fractional denominations,
has elements similar to (but is a mir-
ror image of) vignettes of Archimedes
emanating from the New York
shops of Asher B. Durand (illus-
trated in PAPER MONEY No. 61, p.
9, 1976) and of Rawdon, (Neziah)
Wright & Hatch. This latter vignette
appears on Haxby LA 85-G14, LA
145-G10, and possibly other bank
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Specimen A

The 25-cent note comes in two
varieties, one having a plain cen-
tral field and the other having a
large gray letter "0" engraved
thereon. The "0" does not appear
on the single example of the $2
denomination, but appears on both
examples of the 6 1/4-cent denomi-
nation. The meaning of the "0" is
not clear. It could arguably stand
for Ocean County, formed in 1850,
or for Ocean Bank, chartered at the
Bergen Iron Works village in 1851;
if so, notes having the "0" would
have been issued at or after those dates. Note the
on the $2 note, and "(0)cean" on the 6 1/4 cent
Campbell. If these are the explanations for the
fail to account for the continuing reference
County on the notes (which could easily have
to Ocean County) and for the lack of specific
ing the notes payable at the Ocean Bank. The
seen are well circulated.
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Specimen B

notes. The vignettes are contemporaneous; one may have been
copied from another, or all three from a common source.

Use of the scrip. When one studies the five surviving ex-
amples of Bergen Iron Works scrip in light of the historical
background presented herein, a fair amount of information
emerges about the use of the scrip. To begin with, the fact that
all of the notes are well worn suggests an active circulation
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over time. How long a period of
time? The engraved 1840 date
appearing on all notes is mis-
leading. Two of the notes are
signed by R.A. Brick, who was
only three years old in 1840.
Knowledge of this historical fact
tells us that the earliest date this
pair of notes could have been
issued would have been 1858.

For reasons set forth below,
we conclude that the scrip prob-
ably circulated continuously
throughout the entire 25-year
period that the company store
was in operation, and that the
supply of notes was replenished
several times during that period.

In the accompanying Table 1,
we present key data obtained
from the notes.

The earliest of the notes, and
the only one signed by the
works' founder, Joseph W. Brick,
is Specimen C. This is the 25-
cent note with the plain central
field. The handwritten date "1st
Feb." appears; the signatures of
two other early Bergen Iron
Works officers are also present.
We place this note in the 1840-
1847 time frame.

The next issue of notes came out some time after Joseph
Brick's death; we place Specimen E in that issue. It is signed by
R(obert) Campbell, in his capacity as Joseph Brick's Ex(ecutor).

We can see that the note numbering scheme, whatever it was,
will be of no aid in identifying the different note issues, as
Specimen E has a lower number than the earlier Specimen C.

Table 1
BERGEN IRON WORKS SCRIP NOTES

Inventory of Confirmed Specimens

All notes have the date 1840 engraved on the plate.

Specimen
Denomina-
tion Note No. Payee

Written
Date Signature

Counter-
signature Comments

A 61/4¢ 519 (0)cean Feby 1 R. Campbell
Ex(ecutor)

J.D. Codies C.A.A. 1/94,
lot 1048

B 61/44 19 H. Clay None R.A. Brick J.D. Corlies C.A.A. 11/92
lot 741

C .25 851 Dan Christopher 1st Feb Jos. W. Brick Benjn. Snyder Ex R. Vlack,
ill. Rulau
plain field

D .25 71 H. Clay None R.A. Brick J.D. Corlies C.A.A. 11/92,
lot 742, "0"
in field

E 2.00 104 Ocean Feby 1 R. Campbell
Ex(ecutor)

J.D. Corlies Ex R. Vlack,
ill. Rulau

C.A.A. = Currency Auctions of America. Pedigrees are undisclosed of any lots listed. Some of the rumored examples may be identical
with some of the listed lots.

Rulau = op. cit. fn. 7
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Specimen E

The (artificial) handwritten
date remains the same as on
the earlier issue, but the style
has changed to "Feby 1". We
consider this note to have
been issued in the 1847-
1858 period.

Specimen A has the same
signatures and style of date
as Specimen E, but may be
from later in this period be-
cause of the appearance of
the large gray central "0".
The payee shown on both
Specimens A and E is the
mysterious "Ocean."

Specimens B and D are both from the last note issuing pe-
riod, from Riley Brick's assumption of control of the works in
1858 to the closing of the company store by the year 1865.
Specimen D, the 25-cent note, is from a plate reworked by
addition of the letter "0"; in all other respects the printed note
is identical to Specimen C. No handwritten date appears on
either note. Here, the payee is "H. Clay," not a name that ap-
pears in Bergen Iron Works records, but that of the promi-
nent, recently deceased political leader Henry Clay
(1777-1852). 6

Rulau 7 correctly observes that the measurements of the $2
Bergen Iron Works note are about six millimeters longer than
those of the 25-cent note. One of the reported but unconfirmed
notes that has come to our attention was also of slightly larger
size, possibly a $1 denomination. This was received by a New
York dealer at a show about 13 years ago, packed away and
then lost. One other reported but unconfirmed note deserves
mention. Supposedly of the 6'/4-cent denomination and dated
1859, it was listed in a bulk lot of notes as Lot 1224 in the sale
of the Spiro collection by Hans M.F. Schulman in March, 1955.
It is also listed in Wait's appendix. Further details, and the
note's present whereabouts, are unknown.

None of the other unconfirmed reports of Bergen Iron Works
notes rise above the level of rumors. We hope that anyone
who has, or discovers, such notes will inform us of them, ei-
ther in person or through the Editor. "Company store" scrip
in early to mid 19th century was commonly issued in frac-
tional denominations of half, quarter, eighth and sixteenth
parts of a dollar, following the subsidiary coins of the Spanish
milled dollars that circulated widely at that time. We believe
that it is likely, therefore, that notes of the 12'/2-cent, 50-cent
and $1 denominations (and possibly others as well) would
have been issued by the Bergen Iron Works store, but whether
or not they were of course is pure speculation until such time
as survivors are discovered.

Proof of $1.
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Table 2
BERGEN IRON WORKS TOKENS

Listing of known varieties.

Adams/ No. of specimens Estimated rarity
Obv.-Rev. Rulau Miller Low Metal in Dewey sample (SPMC scale)
1-A 206 NJ 2 143 Copper 34 R1
1-A NJ 3 144 Brass 2 R7
2-A 205A NJ 1A 180 Copper 19 R2
2-A 205 NJ 1 142 Brass 33 R1
2-A 205B — Silvered copper 1 R7

Rulau = op. cit. fn. 7.

Adams = Edgar H. Adams, United States Store Cards (New York, Wayte Raymond, 1920).
Miller = Donald M. Miller, A Cat. of U.S. Store Cards or Merchants Tokens (Indiana, Pa., Henry Hall, Inc., 1962).
Low = Lyman H. Low, Hard Times Tokens, 2nd ed. (New York, American Numismatic Society, 1900), Supplement (1906).
Dewey = op. cit. fn. 1. As part of his research for the monograph, Dewey examined a total of 89 B.I.W. tokens of all five varieties.
The results of the survey, by variety and grade, are presented in a table in the monograph at p. 42.

ENDNOTES
1. Published by the Ocean County Historical Society, Toms River, N.J.
2. The information in this section is mainly condensed from The Bergen

Iron Works and Its Tokens. This monograph draws information from
numerous other sources, both primary and secondary, which are
cited by Dewey. Additional sources are an entry for Riley Allen
Brick in Biographical Encyclopedia of New Jersey (1877), and George
W. Wait, New Jersey's Money (Newark, The Newark Museum, 1976).

3. Five varieties of tokens, struck from two different obverse dies and
a common reverse one, are known. Information on the varieties is
presented in Table 2 and the dies are illustrated herein. As can be
seen, obverse die 1 developed a heavy break while in service and is
therefore believed to be the earlier of the two dies used, having
been replaced for later production runs by obverse die 2. The value
at which the tokens circulated is not known. Most probably, they
were good for 1 cent in merchandise. The Latin inscription on the
reverse die translates as "a token of good faith." The maker of the
tokens is not known.

4. Gene Hessler, The Engraver's Line (Port Clinton, OH, BNR Press,
1993), p. 317; James A. Haxby, Std. Cat. of United States Obsolete
Bank Notes. 1782-1866 (Iola, WI, Krause Publications, 4 vols.,
1988), list of engravers' imprints at vol. 1, pp. xvi-xvii; Wait, op.
cit. fn. 2, list of imprints at pp. 42-46; George C. Groce and David
H. Wallace, The New-York Historical Society's Dictionary of Artists in
America. 1564-1860 (New Haven, Yale Univ. Press, 1957), p. 704;
W. S. Baker, American Engravers and Their Works (Philadelphia,
Gebbie & Barrie, 1875); David McNeeley Stauffer, American En-
gravers upon Copper and Steel (New York, Grolier Club, 1907), part
I, pp. 296-297, part II, pp. 562-563.

5. L. Forrer, Biographical Dictionary of Medallists (London, Spink & Son,
8 vols., 1904-1930), vol. VI, pp. 556-557; Georgia Stamm Cham-
berlain, American Medals and Medalists (Annandale, VA, Turnpike
Press, 1963), pp. 67-68.

6. We do not know the reason—legal or otherwise —why some 19th
century bank notes and scrip designated a named payee on them
when the notes were also made payable to bearer. Not all notes, of
course, did designate named payees; the practice seems to have
been more common in the early part of the 19th century than in
the later part.

7. Russell Rulau, Std. Cat. of United States Tokens 1700-1900 (Iola, WI,
Krause Publications, 1994), p. 136.
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