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BANK NOTE SUBJECTS AS MODELS
FOR APPRENTICE ENGRAVERS

by GENE HESSLER

N major museums, especially those in Europe, one
often sees art students copying the works of legendary
painters as part of their training. During their six to

ten years of apprenticeship, security engravers do something
similar—they copy the work of the best security engravers who
preceded them. During a visit to Czechoslovakia in 1990 I saw
two engravings by American engravers on the wall in the en-
graving division at the State Printing Works in Prague, now in
the Czech Republic. Obviously the portrait of E.D. Baker as
seen on the $5,000 currency certificate of deposit H (essler)
1441, byCharles Burtand the Great eagle by Alfred Jones were
considered as exemplary examples of the engravers art. Ex-
amples of apprentice engravings are difficult to obtain. Never-
theless, seven are illustrated and discussed here; two by an
American engraver, four by Czech engravers and one by a Ca-
nadian engraver. Besides the differences that should be obvi-
ous, some are identified.

Fig. I

Fig. 2

Charles Burt's engraving of Liberty and Union (fig. 1) was
copied by William 0. Marks (b. 1899) as an apprentice. The
original version appeared on the $500 interest-bearing trea-
sury note H1341. The copied version (fig 2) bears a notation
by the apprentice engraver: "1st Port. W 0 M," which suggests
that this is the first (apprentice) engraving by Marks.The lightly
inked image suggests that this "first" engraving consisted of
extremely shallow lines. Since it is probably unfinished, one
should not be too critical (See PAPER MONEY No. 173, p.
175 for an illustration of this note.)

William Croome's previously mentioned Great Eagle was also
engraved by William 0 Marks as an apprentice. In addition to
the $50 interest-bearing treasury note, H946, this eagle (fig.
3) was used on U.S. federal bonds and both corporate bonds
and stock certificates. Allowing for the differences in the rock
that is used as a perch, this is a very good copy (fig.4).

Little is known about Mr. Marks who began his apprentice-
ship at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) in 1917.
He is credited with engraving the portraits of Walter Forward,
Walter Q. Gresham and Oliver Wolcott on stock transfer
stamps. Mr. Marks retired from the BEP on 30 November 1955.

The Roman soldier on the Russian 100 ruble note, P(ick)
13, was engraved by two Czech engravers, Ladislav Jirka (b. 11
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Fig. 3.

Fig. 4.

February 1914) and Bohumil Sneider (b.2 March 1936), dur-
ing their apprenticeships. Mr. Jirka began his apprenticeship
in 1936 at the Printing office for the National Bank of Czecho-
slovakia. Before his retirement in 1974 he engraved both post-
age stamps and bank notes.
Bohumil Sneider attended the Special Fine Art School in Prague
before he joined the State Printing Works for Securities in 1969.
He continued to engrave postage stamps and bank notes in
his homeland, now called the Czech Republic.

When compared to the original Russian engraving (fig. 5),
the Jirka version of the soldier (fig. 6) is the closest. One dif-
ference is the shadow below the chin of the soldier. The Sneider
engraving (fig. 7) is much lighter. This could be the result of
shallower lines or merely a print from a press that did not
produce enough pressure. The muscle tone is almost the same
except for the right forearm, which is flat.

Fig. 5. An engraved portrait of Catherine the Great (1729-1796) is placed
to the right of the Roman soldier. This note was prepared in Russia; the
designer and engraver(s) are unknown. (The actual size of the complete
note is 122x256 mm.)

Another Russian note, the 500 rubles, P6, was assigned as a
study for an apprentice engraver (fig.8). A portrait of Peter the
Great (1672-1725) was assigned to J. Sahula. His engraving
shows only minor differences when compared with the origi-
nal. The contour of the cheek near the right eye is more realis-
tic than the original, and there is more white space on the hat
(fig. 9).

Peter the Great became czar in 1682; he then proceeded to "western-
ize" Russia. Recently Leningrad, originally St. Petersburg, had its
name changed to the original name, which was named after Peter
the Great. Prepared in Russia, the designer based this portrait on a
statue that stands in the city of Taganrog. The engraver of Peter's
portrait cannot be identified. (The actual size of the complete note is
126x273mm )

Bohumil Sneider engraved at least one other subject as an
apprentice engraver. His engraving of just the head of the boy
(fig. 10) on the 100 korun note for Czechoslovakia, P24, and
Slovakia, P1 (fig. 10a), is an excellent copy. On the original
(fig. 11) you can see that crosshatching was superimposed over
the entire figure.

The only North American engraver mentioned here is Yves
Baril (b. 20 May 1932), who served his apprenticeship at the
Canadian Bank Note Co., where he has been supervisor of the
Picture Engraving Department since 1963. Besides his bank
note and postage stamp work for Canada and other countries,
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Fig. 9. enlarged.Fig. 8. enlarged.

Fig. 6. enlarged. Fig. 7. enlarged.
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Fig. 10.
Fig. 11.

Fig. 10a. This note was designed by Max Svabinsky (1873-1962) and
engraved by Ferdinand Schirnbikk (1859-1930). With the overprint
this note circulated in Slovakia. The symbolic youth of Czechoslovakia
reads from history as he holds a seedling, which symbolizes growth and
permanence. The hammer and wheel represent manual and industrial
labor. The falcon was the country's unofficial bird. Surrounded by laurel
leaves, Liberty wears the universal Phrygian or Liberty Cap with the
constitution before her. Opera singer larmila Novotnd, born in 1907,
was the model for Liberty. (The actual size of the note is 88x170mm.)

Fig. 12.
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Fig. 13. The back of this note was engraved by Edwin Gunn (1876-1940) for American Bank Note Company. Mr. Gunn
engraved bank notes for 23 countries in addition to postage stamps, many bonds and stock certificates.

he has engraved at least four postage stamps for the United
States. As a hobby, Mr. Baril also works in scrimshaw; he pre-
fers petrified mastodon tusk.

The leopard on the back of the Belgian Congo 50 franc note,
P16 (fig. 12), is an example of Mr. Baril's work. This is an ex-
tremely good copy. The contour and shadows on the rock in
the foreground and the background on the right differ from
the original. The original (fig. 13) was printed with black ink;
the copy in brown ink. Consequently, the skin of the animal
appears softer, although there are differences in the leopard's
spots.

If you wish to know more about and purchase of engravings
by Yves Baril, contact John B. Denune, The Yves Baril Study
Group, 234 East Broadway, Granville, OH 43023. (See PAPER
MONEY No. 163, page 31.)

Now when you see art students copying the work of famous
artists, they are not trying to "counterfeit" these famous origi-
nals. They are merely trying to learn technique by copying,
just as security engravers learn by copying the work of those
who preceded them. WANTED IN NEW YORK!
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BIG BOARD (Continued from page 83)

For the first time it became really important for a brokerage
firm to become a member, and thus, for the first time, the
Exchange could exercise real power over those members. Self-
regulation rather than government would successfully guide
Wall Street for the next two generations as it eclipsed London
and grew into the largest financial market on earth.
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Pierre Bonneau is the Marketing Director of Stock Search International,
Inc. and founder of the Old Certificates Collectors' Club.
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