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Paper Money Whole No. 187

SAMUEL J. MOORE AND
CANADIAN BANK NOTES

by FRANK CLARK

work for a division of Moore Business Forms, and a
few years ago learned that the founder of my com-
pany, Samuel J. Moore, has a syngraphic connection

to Canadian Chartered bank notes. Moore was one of the
founders of The Metropolitan Bank in 1902; he became the
bank's president in 1907. The Metropolitan Bank was absorbed
by The Bank of Nova Scotia in 1914, and Moore was appointed
to the bank's board of directors. Later, he served the bank as
president, chairman, and honorary chairman.

The information intrigued me, and I decided to investigate
further. Here's what I found.

The Metropolitan Bank was founded in Toronto by a group
of financiers in 1902. A "chartered bank" is one that is incor-
porated by an act of Parliament, and one that sells stock to the
general public. Notes of this bank were engraved by American
Bank Note Company. Moore's typographed signature appears
on the following notes:

Issue of November 5, 1902-$5 and $10 notes as S.J. Moore.
Issue of November 5, 1909—$20, $50 and $100 notes as

S.J.Moore.
Issue of November 5, 1912—$20, $50 and $100 notes as

S.J. Moore.
The Metropolitan Bank operated for only five years, but The

Bank of Nova Scotia has a long existence that continues to the

I

Face of the Bank of Nova Scotia's $5 note with S.J.Moore's portrait and signature on the viewer's left. This note
reproduced at 75 percent of the original.

(Continued on page 12)
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POTENTIAL DISCOVERIES

There is always the remotest possibility that some macro backs
from the January 22-February 12, 1940, back printings found
their way to the very last of the 1928C faces. If any are discov-
ered, their serials will be in the CA block and will be apprecia-
bly higher than the CA serials in Table 6.

The most exciting find would be a $2 Series of 1928C muled
star note. None are presently known. Probably none were
printed; however, there is nothing in the records that precludes
the possibility that some were made. Only time will tell.

HISTORY OF DISCOVERY

Serious small note collectors began to recognize the mule va-
rieties in the early 1960s. The big names then were Rev. Frank
Hutchins, Leon Goodman, John Schwartz and Chuck
O'Donnell. The race was on to find as many varieties as pos-
sible. Goodman detailed the histories of some of the mule
discoveries in a letter he sent to me in the mid-1970s. He gives
Hutchins credit for recognizing most of the mules, including
the $2 LT Series of 1928D mule.

Goodman proudly pointed out that he found the first $2 LT
Series of 1928C mule, as well as the $5 SC 1934B and $5 FRN
1934A mules. He went on to relate that Hutchins did not col-
lect blocks so it was only after Schwartz, O'Donnell and he
started collaborating on block data that they were able to piece
together the systematics of mule production.

Goodman claimed as late as 1976, correctly or incorrectly,
that his was the only $2 LT Series of 1928C mule known at the
time. His luck was grand, his specimen was in almost uncircu-
lated condition. Goodman's note stayed with him until he died
in the late 1980s.

Allen Karn (Allen's Coin Shop in Westerville, Ohio) pur-
chased Goodman's estate of small-size notes in 1989, and for
a time large numbers of scarce varieties were available to as-
tute buyers. Naturally the hawks tried to cherry pick the great
rarities. I knew, along with the most aggressive buyers, that
the $2 1928C mule had to be in the holdings. None of us had
any idea of its grade.

The first small-size note dealers to view Kam's holdings, Dave
Koble and David Klein, reported with dismay that the $2 1928C
mule was not present. We all wondered where it had gone.

Nothing materialized, and no one was bragging, so the trail
seemed at a dead end. Then, with no fanfare whatever, the
prize appeared buried in proper sequence on Karn's huge July
1990, price list at $950. A photo of that gem graces these pages.
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present day. In December 1831 the founders met to organize
a bank in Halifax, and it was chartered on March 30, 1832.
The bank was small for forty years, but then it began to estab-
lish a sizable Canadian and later an international presence
which it still maintains. The bank issued notes from 1832 un-
til 1935; however, this article is concerned only with the notes
that have a connection to Samuel J. Moore. The following notes
were engraved by the Canadian Bank Note Company, and have
his typographed signature as president of the bank:

Issue of January 2, 1929—$5, $10, $20 and $100 as S.J.
Moore.

The $5 note from this series contains Samuel J. Moore's por-
trait to the left of center, along with his signature as president
below his portrait. The portrait on the right is that of J.A.
McLeod, General Manager of the bank, and his signature be-
low his portrait. The face of the note is black with a very color-
ful red and green tint. The back of the note is green and has
the bank's seal for its central design feature. The dimensions
of this note are 7- 1 / 8 " by 3- 5 / 16 "; this makes the note much
larger than the current Canadian currency, which was reduced
in size in 1935.

This note is a tribute to the founder of the largest business
forms company in the world. I am happy to own this note.

EPILOGUE

For the sake of completeness, I would like to mention one
other note with the typographed signature of Mr. Moore. This
note was issued by The Bank of Nova Scotia's Kingston, Ja-
maica branch:

Issue of January 2, 1930—One Pound denomination as S.J.
Moore.
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