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ABOUT TEZ&MOSTLY

DENTON COUNTY
DRAFT SCRIPT

by FRANK CLARK

VER 90 counties in Texas issued scrip during the Civil
War. These were usually receivable for all county dues
or payable in Confederate paper. There are several

variations on the payable theme depending upon which county
issued the scrip. Most of the scrip is dated during the years
1862 or 1863. The names of the printers of most of these scrip
notes is not present on the notes themselves, but we know
that many of them were produced by a newspaper office in

the community. Some of the scrip has been printed on the
back of fiscal paper. This class of scrip can be described as "very
rare" for most, if not all, Texas counties that issued it.

Denton County issued scrip in 50 cents, $1, $2 and $3 de-
nominations. The 50 cents and $2 denominations are not listed
in any reference books, but they are known to exist in a private
collection.

After many years of searching, I was able to locate a $1
Demon County Draft with very strong signatures, which is il-
lustrated in this article. The signatures are those of S.A. Ven-
ters as County Clerk, and J.M. Blount as Chief Justice.

S.A. Venters was born on June 27, 1822 and was one of the
founders of Denton County. He arrived in the area in the mid-
1840s. Denton became a county in 1846. Venters was elected
to the position of County Clerk in 1848 and served many terms.
In 1851 he was appointed postmaster at New Alton, then the
county seat. In 1874 he was elected to the State Legislature to
represent Denton County. He was also a member of the
1.0.0.E. Lodge. Venters was much admired by those who knew
him; he died in Denton on March 12, 1881.

J.M. Blount settled in the town of Denton in 1857. He had
moved from Mississippi when he was 34 years old. He assisted
in the laying out of the town of Denton as soon as he arrived.
Soon thereafter the county seat was moved from Alton to

Face of the Denton County Draft, showing signatures of S.A. Venters and /. M. Blount.

Back of the scrip note, showing unused check stock with a vignette along with a portion of the Danforth & Nulty imprint.
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Denton. Blount was one of Denton's first businessmen, and
engaged in the sale of goods for many years. He was elected to
the post of county judge (Chief Justice) and served several
terms. He was elected to the Texas Senate in 1866. Blount and
the rest of Governor Throckmorton's administration was re-
moved by the Federal Government due to the policies of Re-
construction. Blount was later elected to several other city and
county offices. He was a Royal Arch Mason and a member of
the Baptist Church. He did much to build and improve the
city and county of Denton, and was recognized as one of the
county's outstanding citizens. His wife, Sofia, died in 1869;
Blount died on February 22, 1889.

The reference books I consulted do not refer to the backs of
the Denton County Draft. When I obtained my example, I was
delighted to find that it was printed on unused check stock
originally printed by Danforth & Hufty of New York and Phila-
delphia. Their imprint is on the back of the scrip as part of the
check design. Danforth & Hufty operated from 1847 to 1850,
when it became involved in several mergers which culminated
in the establishment of the American Bank Note Company in
1858.

The face of the scrip was printed in such a manner that pro-
duced an "inverted back." As can be seen in the illustration,

the check stock contained a vignette of a steam ship with full
sails churning through rough waters. To me, the presence of
this contemporary vignette, and the fact that the scrip was
printed on an unused check adds greatly to the history of this
rare piece.

I was very happy to obtain an example of Denton County
scrip, and enjoyed researching the history behind its issuance.
Even though ownership of it and my research has enlighted
me in several aspects, there remain many unanswered ques-
tions about these financial instruments.
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