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OF BLACKSMITHS & UN DERTAKERS
by BOB SCI IMIDT

A S a collector of tradename national bank notes, I
learned quickly that there were no national banks of
issue in my home area of East Central Missouri. There

are, however, many billheads of blacksmiths, wagon-makers,
mining companies, millers, etc. and I've chosen to collect this
material as a companion to my nationals. Researching some
of these trades has provided some remarkable insights of the
19th century rural midwest.

As an example, in St. Francois County, Missouri in the 1880s,
a family may have gone to a blacksmith or wagon-maker to
make funeral arrangements. Kollmeyer and Neidert or Lang

and Bro. of Farmington, Missouri was the choice of many as
these two billheads show. Imagine, if you can, looking at their
line of coffins amid the noise of horses being shod or a wagon
box being repaired.

Kollmeyer and Neidert were also undertakers. Research
shows that Adam Neidert later opened a funeral home, aban-
doning the wagon-maker's trade. "Established in 1881" reads
his advertisement in a 1940 farm directory. Lang and Bro. later
became Lang Lumber Co. "Quality materials since 1865" they
boasted in the local directories. There is no mention that they
ever built coffins.
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Henry Kolhneyer was a native of Germany and opened this business in 1879. His brother-in-law, Adam Neidert, joined him in 1881.

Reinhard and Thomas Lang came to the U.S. in 1852. Their firm opened in
1865 and employed 15 to 25 men. Sources

St. Francois County, Missouri Historical Society
Goodspeeds History of Southeast Missouri 1888
St. Francois County, Missouri Farm Directory-1940
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