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	 Paper Money Whole No. 186

$10 F EDERAL RESERVE NOTE
ARMING SCENE IDENTIFIED

by MARK HOTZ

Y pure chance, I am able to provide to the SPMC read-
ership the identity of the farm scene on the back of
the $10 1914 Federal Reserve notes (F892-951 &

1 -16 I 8-619 ) and the 1915 1918 $10 Federal Reserve Bank
notes (F810-821 & 11620).

Recently a dealer in York, Pennsylvania, showed me a fa-
miliar $10 1914 Federal Reserve note, and, playing on my role
as co-instructor of the tI.S. Paper Money course at the A.N.A.
Summer Seminars, added that he knew something about it
that I did not. Never wanting to miss an opportunity to play
along, I added dryly, "1 doubt it." Not only was I pleasantly
wrong, but I gleaned the rare information 1 give to you now.

Turning to the back of the note, and pointing to the familiar
farming scene on the left side, he noted, "This vignette . . . why
it's a farm just down the road." I le then produced a large, but
yellowed photograph of that same scene, accompanied by a
tattered and similarly yellowed newspaper article, undated and
unidentified as to newspaper, but circa 1920. The article car-
ried a photo of that same scene on the back of the $10 note. It
read as follows:

COUNTY FARM SCENE ON 10-DOLLAR
NOTE

Federal Reserve Bill Shows Harvesting on Philip
A. Small Acres Original in Washington

'lie fact that a reproduction of a landscape view, photo-
graphed in York county, adorns a ten-dollar federal reserve
note is, no doubt, known to few if any of the citizens of
York and York County—even the favored few who are ac-
customed to handled [sic] bills of the denomination pro-
miscuously. Such is the case, however. The discovery was
made recently by Frank C. Ashbrook, a former York boy,
who is employed in the biographical survey department in
Washington.

Ashbrook, during a recent visit to the office of 1.H.
Stevenson who has charge of a collection of photographs
taken by photographers for the Department of Agriculture,

noticed a beautiful hand-colored landscape photograph
about the official's desk. Ashbrook, impressed with the fa-
miliarity of the view, made a closer inspection and ascer-
tained that the photograph had been taken on the farm of
Mrs. Philip Small, in Manchester Township.

Upon being informed that Ashbrook had on several oc-
casions visited the Small farm, Stevenson inquired as to
whether Ashbrook knew that the view had been reproduced
upon a ten-dollar bill issued during the first year of the
World War. He then stated that the view had been taken
July 9, 1907, by a photographer from the office of farm
management, Washington. 'The photograph is a harvest
scene and shows a binder on the Small farm in operation.
When the new money issue was authorized this view was
selected to be placed upon the federal reserve note.

Since the photographing of United States currency is pro-
hibited by law, it is not possible to print a picture of the
bill. The accompanying cut, however, is a reproduction of
the original photograph from which the engraving was
made.

Frank B. Ashbrook, who was graduated from the local
high school in 1910 and from Pennsylvania State College
in 1914, is a son of Mrs. Sarah R. Ashbrook, 158 Lafayette
Street. During the past several years he has been employed
in various capacities to the United States Department of
Agriculture.

Manchester Township is located in southern York County,
Pennsylvania, along the border with Maryland. As the other
scene which adorns the back of the $10 1914 note has been
previously identified as Industry, a mill scene, in Joliet, Illi-
nois, the identification of the farm scene as the Small farm in
Manchester Township, York County, Pennsylvania completes
the identification of the vignettes on this note. Who says you
can't find a needle in a haystack?

My thanks to Robert Faust of Faust's Coins in York for bringing this to
my attention.
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