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SORTING THE ISSUES OF NEW
YORK CITY

Not-es from The Territorial Area of
Ore0er New York

by STEPHEN M. GOLDBERG

ODAY'S New York City, unofficially called Greater New
York when distinction with the original city is neces-
sary, comprises five sections called boroughs, an ar-

rangement dating only to 1898. Having grown-up in the
current version, I wasn't particularly conscious that it had not
been always thus, so that when I began to collect its obsolete
notes, I didn't realize that I was inadvertently confining my-
self to only one of the boroughs: "New York" as a location on
a note meant the entire modern city to me, but meant Man-
hattan only at the time the notes were issued. It was quite
awhile before it finally dawned on me to look for notes marked
"Brooklyn." At some point I began to inquire about issues from
the remaining boroughs, but all I got were strange looks, at
least initially. In the absence of a definitive New York State
scrip catalogue it is difficult to be precise, but on the basis of
conversations with individuals far more experienced than I, it
appears that obsolete notes are known from nine locations
within the territorial area of the present city. It is probable
that scrip once existed from many other villages and towns
but no longer survive and, with the absence of records, are
forever lost to history. I'll set the stage with a brief, essentially
geographic history of Greater New York, continue with a de-
scription of the real New York— never mind what I said in
PAPER MONEY No. 179—then illustrate a specimen, with
some hopefully appropriate commentary accompanying, from

each locality for which an obsolete note exists. A convenient
map of the scene may be found in Figure 1.

I: A Basic History of Greater New York

No one really knows how Manhattan got its name. The tradi-
tional story is that the island was inhabited by an Indian tribe
variously called the Manhattans or Manhattoes, but some
scholars believe that there were no permanent settlements on
the island so that the Indians that Peter Minuit encountered
were just a group of original New Yorkers passing by who took
the opportunity to flimflam a tourist out of $24. A second,
independent tradition has it that Henry Hudson invited some
natives to sup aboard the Half Moon, and when the chiefs and
braves regained consciousness, they named the place
Manahatchtanienk, which means, in the Delaware language,
"the place where we all got drunk," or so it is written.

Popular-type city histories give two different dates as the
date of the first settlement. The first of the first settlements
began in 1624 when a ship from the Dutch West India Com-
pany under Captain Cornelis May dropped off a small group
at Governors Island, just south of Manhattan. The second of
the first settlements began in 1625 when an expedition under
Governor William Verhulst arrived on Manhattan with explicit
instructions to establish a colony. By the time Minuit had ar-
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Figure 1: A map of New York City, 1948.
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rived, the Governors Island settlers had already floated them-
selves and their cattle the 500 yards north to the larger island.
His famous 1626 purchase may be taken as the formal or "le-
gal" founding of the settlement.

Originating as New Amsterdam with a municipal govern-
ment first established in 1653, the city grew into a farming,
ship building, and shipping community as its port developed,
and by the end of the eighteenth century it was for brief peri-
ods both the capital of the state and the capital of the United
States. In the nineteenth century it became the seat ofTammany
Hall, the most corrupt municipal government ever seen; the
site of the Draft Riot, the worst urban riot in the history of the
United States; and the center of, in the view of some histori-
ans, the greatest financial plot ever hatched, the successful
scheme to destroy the second Bank of the United States and
make Wall Street the country's principal money power.

Whereas the original Dutch settlers formed a concentrated
settlement in Lower Manhattan, everywhere else they seem to
have preferred to spread out, living in sparsely populated farm-
ing hamlets and leaving it first to the English and later the
Americans to create the villages and towns that began to dot
the map. One of the hamlets was little Breukelen at the middle
of the western edge of Long Island. The newcomers moved
into the area, creating first a fire district with the hamlet at the
center, a town on the boundaries of the fire district, a village
on the boundaries of the town, and in 1834, a city by now
called Brooklyn, although at this point it occupied only one
square mile. Brooklyn's much slower political development,
in contrast to that of New York City, which was a formal city
almost from the start, has a religious origin: the newcomers
were of various Protestant denominations and were far more
interested in establishing their own sections and acquiring land
for the construction of their respective churches than they were
in creating a larger community, and they joined politically only
to the extent needed at any given time. It was the temperance
movement of the 1820s that provided the spur toward
cityhood: the village's one square mile had 47 taverns, and
temperance was a subject all the different groups could agree
upon. Afterwards, the city grew in parallel with New York, with
increasing industry, including ship building and port activity,
but it never became a financial center. Henceforth, both New
York and Brooklyn expanded greatly, rolling over every town
and village in their respective domains of Manhattan Island,
being New York County, and Kings County, but New York's
expansion did not stop at the water's edge.

The pre-New York City stories of the remaining three bor-
oughs are very different from those of the first two, each re-
gion being a collection of small villages and towns no one of
which ever dominated over any of the others. One borough
however, formerly Richmond but now called the Borough of
Staten Island, may be said to have an intrinsic island-wide his-
tory of its own:

Its settlements were wiped out three times in the seventeenth
century during murderous fights with the Indians, the worst
of which began in Manhattan when a certain Van Dyke killed
an Indian female who had committed the horrible crime of
eating some peaches from one of his trees. The outraged Indi-
ans swarmed into New Amsterdam where they confined them-
selves to rioting and looting, then swarmed over Staten Island,
and while the island's patroon was barely escaping with his
life, the Governor, Peter Stuyvesant, was down in Delaware
with 600 troops dealing with the "threat" to the colony posed
by peaceful New Sweden.

Staten island was the site of the first European-style peace
conference in the colonies, an attempt by John Adams, Ben-
jamin Franklin, Admiral Howe, and others to head off hostili-
ties between the colonists and the British. It was an island of
sanity during the Draft Riot, when blacks who managed to
escape the rampaging Irish mobs by somehow reaching the
island were carried by horseback, wagon, and carriage over-
land by the white population to the western side, then ferried
to New Jersey and safety. And it was also the site of the first
distillery in the Americas, as well as a hideout of bank robber
Willie Sutton.

The Bronx and Queens are best described in the larger con-
texts of the respective histories of Westchester County and Long
Island from whence they come. Westchester County was one
of the original counties set up when the English established
the county system in 1683, and the Bronx was eventually
formed at its southern-most end from four townships and parts
of two others, tacked on to New York in two stages. Although
the annexation of lower Westchester was considered as early
as 1864, no action was taken until the '70s. The section west
of the Bronx River, now known as the West Bronx, joined New
York on January 1, 1874, in the aftermath of a referendum the
previous year in which the residents of the towns of Morrisania,
West Farms, and Kingsbridge accepted the city's bid. The East
Bronx, east of the river obviously, and consisting of Westchester
township and parts of Eastchester and Pelham, joined on July
1, 1895. Upon attachment to New York, the sections became
known as the Annexed Districts and the state legislature sev-
ered them from Westchester County, merging them with New
York County. In 1898, when the charter of Greater New York
took effect, they became the Borough of the Bronx.

Long Island had been divided into three counties, Kings,
Queens, and Suffolk. While the western Queens townships of
Jamaica and Newtown agreed to join New York, as did the city
of Long Island City which had incorporated in 1870, the three
townships at Queens' eastern end—Hempstead, North
Hempstead, and Oyster Bay—opted out of the arrangement,
as did the town of Flushing. Flushing was nevertheless hauled
into the city, like it or not, but the state severed the others
from Queens, forming them into a newly created Nassau
County.

It all came together on January 1, 1898. What had begun a
few years earlier as an attempt to unite New York and Brook-
lyn ended up as a unification of four counties. Kings County
and the portion of Queens County not now in Nassau became,
from the point of view of the city government, the Boroughs
of Brooklyn and Queens. Richmond County became the Bor-
ough of Richmond, later renamed the Borough of Staten Is-
land, and two Boroughs were formed from New York County:
Manhattan and the Bronx. In 1914, the state legislature sepa-
rated the Bronx from New York County, creating Bronx County,
and today the five city boroughs coincide geographically with
the five state counties.

II: Being a New Yorker is Never Having to Say
You're Sorry

A relatively recent tourism campaign has given New York the
idiotic name of "the Big Apple" (1), but the natives call the
town Gotham, a name first used in Salmagundi, a series of
essays by Washington Irving and others satirizing the behav-
ior of nutty New Yorkers. The reference is to a thirteenth cen-
tury King John who wanted to buy some land in the town of
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Gotham, but the peasants didn't want him to show up be-
cause they'd have to serf the estate, so they conspired to con-
vince the king that he didn't want to live there by acting like a
bunch of idiots, doing things like spending hours raking the
moon's reflection off the lake, and so on. The city's current
reputation as an asylum for the insane, as well as the oppressed,
is a tad exaggerated, but Gotham it shall always be: In the
1960s, the skinned, headless body of a 450-pound gorilla was
found smack in the middle of a street in the South Bronx. The
police never did find out exactly what the animal was doing
there, but a few blocks away was a hot dog factory, long since
closed.

III: The Obsolete Notes from Greater New York

The Borough of Manhattan
Notes are known only from New York City, and it's a matter of
some mystery to me why no other locations are represented.
Certain villages such as Chelsea and Yorkville were residential
areas north of the city line and conceivably had no businesses,
but what of Harlem, which certainly did: Milton R. Friedberg's
catalogue of postage envelopes (2) illustrates an item by a
Harlem and New York Navigation Company, as an example

Figure 2 is a $1 note from the Manufacturers' and Merchants'
Bank dated December 1, 1859, the best general representa-

tion of the city that I've found so far. Its vignettes of agricul-
ture, industry, and shipping illustrate the nature of New York's
economy at a time just before the Civil War (3).

The Borough of Brooklyn
Notes are known from the cities ofBrooklyn and Williamsburgh.
Williamsburgh was originally part of the Dutch village of
Bostwijck, north of Breukelen. It became the subject of a real
estate promotion in the 1820s, which led to its eventual incor-
poration as a village in 1827, and as a city in 1852. Its only
mayor, Abraham J. Berry, suggested that it be absorbed by
Brooklyn. When consolidation took place in 1855, the "h"
was dropped and the now ex-city became just another Brook-
lyn neighborhood, but judging by the existing notes, it seems
to have gone unnoticed that the spelling had changed and that
the city had vanished from the planet.

Figure 3 is a note from the Nassau Bank of Brooklyn dated
October 1, 1863. It shows a scene of the Fulton Street railway
station at the site of the Fulton Ferry dock. One of the tiny
boats in the East River behind is the two-masted ferry steam-
ing toward New York in the distance, but it's probably invis-
ible in the reproduction.

Figure 4, from Williamsburgh, shows an unissued 10-cent
note from Rudolph Wenzlik's Lagerbier Saloon dated 186_;
that is, after the city formally ceased to exist. Given both the

Figure 2: Borough of Manhattan: New York City, Manufacturers' and Merchants' Bank, $1, December 1, 1859,
printed by American Bank Note Company
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Figure 3: Borough of Brooklyn: [City of] Brooklyn, Nassau Bank of Brooklyn, $1, October 1, 1863, printed by
American Bank Note Company.
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Figure 4: Borough of Brooklyn: Williamsburgh, Rudolph Wenzlik's Lagerbier Saloon, 10 cents, 186_
(unissued), printed by Henry Siebert and Brothers. The note is dated after the city formally ceased to exist.

nature of Rudolph's business and the redemption clause on
the note, its a reasonable assumption that no issued examples
survive.

The Borough of Queens
Notes are known from Flushing and Jamaica. Both settlements
were initiated by English colonists operating under Dutch pat-
ems. Under the English government they became towns, and
the villages of the same names were eventually incorporated
within the town boundaries. Flushing struck a major blow for
religious freedom in the seventeenth century and hasn't been
heard from since. Peter Stuyvesant hated the Quakers and typi-
cally had them thrown into prison and tortured. When it was
discovered that a group of them were meeting secretly in Flush-
ing at the homes of Henry Townsend and John Bowne, he had
the homeowners arrested. The Dutch and non-Quaker English
residents of Flushing objected to all this mistreatment on the
grounds that the Flushing Charter of 1645 had declared that
settlers were to have "liberty of conscience, according to the
custom and manner of Holland, without molestation or dis-
turbance." On December 27, 1657, thirty-one of them drew
up a protest addressed to the Governor. The sheriff of Flush-
ing, upon delivery of the complaint, was himself arrested, as
was the town clerk. Ultimately the Quakers got word to the
Directors of the Company who ordered Stuyvesant to lay off.
A stamp commemorating the Flushing Remonstrance was is-
sued in 1957, but a bill authorizing a commemorative half
dollar was vetoed by President Eisenhower and there were no
further commemorative coins issued until 1982.

Jamaica quickly became the county seat of Queens County
and was a place of British occupation during the Revolution-
ary War. Today, it is the site of St. John's University.

Flushing is represented, Figure 5, by a 121/2-cent note of store
owner J. Blake (or I. Blake) dated March 13, 1838. The abbre-
viation of Blake's first name is not clear but might be short for
Jeremiah. The note was part of Robert Vlack's extensive Hard
Times Era holdings for many years, but when I told Bob that
Flushing was my home town, incredibly, he retrieved it from
his collection and sold it to me, and what do you say to that?

Jamaica is represented, Figure 6, by a note from the wholly
fictitious Bank of Jamaica. The note is an alteration of an 1861
issue of the Southern Bank of Georgia, Bainbridge. No prop-
erly issued obsoletes from Jamaica are known.

The Borough of Staten Island
Notes are known from North Shore and Port Richmond. North
Shore was a post office on the North Shore—where else?—not
a village or town, in which case the location as given on the
known note is non-specific, being more like a mailing address
than anything else. It was probably a sufficient identification
at the time the note was circulating. The surrounding area was
called Factoryville and the site would be in West Brighton
today.

The village of Port Richmond got its name in the mid-1800s
but was not formally incorporated until 1866. As Decker's
Ferry, it was the site of an attack by American forces under
General John Sullivan, who destroyed thirty-five tons of hay
and burned a barn in August of 1777. I've always been puzzled
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Figure 5: Borough of Queens: Flushing, J. Blake, 121/2 cents, March 13, 1838, pt nter
unknown but probably I. Neale, New York.
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Figure 6: Borough of Queens: Jamaica, Bank of Jamaica (fictitious), 510, January 10, 1861 (printed), an alter-
ation of a note from the Southern Bank of Georgia, Bainbridge, counterfeiter unknown.

 7: Borough of Staten Island: North Shore, C.M. Pine and Company, 10 cents, July 1, 1862, printed by
Cook and Snedeker. The Chinese merchant was drawn by Whitney Jocelyn.

why my note from the village has a whaling scene on it, never
having associated the whaling industry with New York, but
Port Richmond was the site of a whale oil processing plant
from 1838 until the plant burned down in 1842, and the note
is dated 1840.

North Shore is represented, Figure 7, by a 10-cent note from
C. M. Pine and Company dated July 1, 1862. The Chinese figure
is an unusual design for the New York area. The only other
example that I know of appears on the Brooklyn scrip issued
by Reese, an importer of Young Hyson tea.

Port Richmond is represented, Figure 8, by a $2 note from
the Staten Island Bank dated November 28, 1840. The princi-
pal vignette is a stock design of a seated woman found on
other notes of the state and perhaps elsewhere; the tiny en-
graving between the signatures is the whaling scene, which
I've seen nowhere else. There is no connection between the
bank and the later Staten Island National Bank in the same
local.

The Borough of the Bronx
Notes are known from the towns ofMorrisania and Westchester.
Morrisania, in the first Annexed District, was one of twenty-
one townships created in Westchester County by the state leg-
islature in 1788. It was originally the sparsely inhabited estate
of Lewis Morris, a signer of the Declaration of Independence,

who had his property incorporated as a town for purposes of
enticing the federal government to establish its capital there,
but the effort failed. The capital moved from New York to Phila-
delphia, and the town was disestablished in early 1791 and
attached to the town of Westchester at a time when the latter
occupied both sides of the Bronx River. It was formally rein-
corporated as a town by an act of the legislature on December
7, 1855.

Westchester originally spanned lower Westchester County
from west to east and was made even larger by the acquisition
of Morrisania. But the portion west of the Bronx River was
formed into the town of West Farms in 1846, out of which the
second incarnation of Morrisania was carved, so that well be-
fore its acquisition by the city, it had been reduced to the sec-
tion now within the East Bronx. The annexation referendum
was actually defeated, by literally one vote, which result was

of course ignored, and the town was dragged against its collec-
tive will into New York. By contrast, the voting residents of
the city of Mount Vernon defeated annexation by a margin
sufficiently large enough that Tammany Hall didn't dare make
the grab, a shame from the New York City collector's point of
view since scrip exists from this city, issued while it was still a
village.

The note from the Morrisania Bank, Figure 9, has been cata-
logued by Haxby as a fantasy, but I'm not so sure I agree. Cer-
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Figure 8: Borough of Staten Island: Port Richmond, Staten Island Bank, $2, November 28, 1840, printed
by Rawdon, Wright and Hatch.

Figure 9: Borough of the Bronx: Morrisania, Morrisania Bank, $1 proof, 185_, printed by W.L. Ormsby.

Figure 10: Borough of the Bronx: Westchester, Browne Brothers, 25 cents, July 15, 1862,
printer unknown but possibly Ferdinand Mayer, New York.

tainly no bank of this name was ever incorporated in New
York State, but the existing printer's proofs show a proper state
seal at left and a copyright registration statement (4) at lower
right, which raises some questions. Would a security printer
have created such an elaborate engraving, limit himself to what
appears to be four specimens—two each of two variants— and

dare the wrath of the state by entering onto the plate the seal
and statement, just for his own amusement? And one can't
help but notice that the date on the note, 185_, corresponds
to the date of the reincorporation of the town. It is far more
likely that the proofs, rather than being fantasies, were pro-
duced for a proposed legitimate bank that never got off the
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ground. Proving this conjecture, of course, is a lot more difficult.
The note's design was used one other time, on an issue of the
so-called Security Bank, about which I have no opinion.

Westchester is represented by a 25-cent note from the Bowne
Brothers, Figure 10, issued on July 15, 1862. Jenkins refers to a
Sydney B. Bowne, a merchant engaged in the sloop trade be-
tween Westchester and New York, who opened a general store
"after the restoration of peace"—that is, at the end of the War
of 1812. Jenkins also writes that the firm was one of only three
or four in the town but doesn't say when. Jenkins provides a
photo of the store as it looked in 1903, but I haven't repro-
duced it since the accompanying text states that its appearance
had been "rejuvenated almost beyond recognition" from its
earlier version and didn't resemble the Civil War era store at
all. Clearly seen in the photo on a side of the building is an
old sign reading "S. Bowne('s?)" in white, overlapping "...ietor"
(for Proprietor) in black. My best guess is that Sydney opened
his store ca. 1815-1820 or so and his sons, one named Thom-
as, later took it over, retaining the original sign.

The nine locations for which obsolete notes are known in-
clude three cities, two towns, three villages, and a post office.
Both bank notes and scrip are known from each of the cities as
one might expect. One village and one of the towns are repre-
sented only by bank notes, a second village by a home brew.
The scrip from the remaining town and village, and that from
the post office, are random survivors out of what were prob-
ably a large number of issues from the many towns, towns
within towns, villages, and whatever that existed at one time
or another during the period of interest. One can always hope
that notes from currently unrepresented localities might yet
surface from time to time. Any and all that crawl out of the
woodwork should be turned-in to the redemption center at
the address found in this journal's classifieds. The center also
accepts notes from locations already known.

Any new findings will be shared with the community.

Both the North Shore and Jamaica notes shown here are the prop-
erty of the Smithsonian Institution. The North Shore note could not
be located for this article, and the photocopy used was made many
years ago. The photocopy of the Jamaica note was provided by Rich-
ard Doty.

ENDNOTES

(1) "There are many apples on the tree, but when you perform in
New York, you play the Big Apple"—an expression used by trav-
eling bands of the 1920s and '30s.

(2) PAPER MONEY, January/February 1994, p. 2.

( 3 ) With the addition of "Jr.", the signature of the cashier, A. Masterton,
appears on the note from the New York County Bank of June 4,
1858 that I illustrated in "Seal of the City of New York," PAPER
MONEY, September/October 1995, p. 191. In the year and a half
between the two note issues, the gentleman evidently changed
jobs and lost his father.

At the end of the article on the city's seal I mentioned that I
had never looked at it once. Apparently I should have, as the City
Council changed the date from 1664 to 1625 in 1977. The coun-
cil also passed a law making the unauthorized use of the seal a
crime. Oops.

(4) "Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1853 by the
Morisiania [sic! Bank in the Clerks Office of the District Court of
the Southern District of New York" followed by "Eng'd by W L
Ormsby" and "Secured by application for Patent."
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THE BASICS
by BOB COCI IRAN

WHAT IS A PROOF?
Proof coins and paper money proofs have little or nothing in
common. Proof coins are struck specifically for collectors.
Proofs of images intended for paper money, or any other se-
curity instrument, are printed in stages of engraved develop-
ment, and ultimately when the engraving has been completed.
Proof impressions are made or "pulled," so the engraver can
see how the subject is progressing. It is necessary to make cer-
tain that lines are not engraved too deep or too shallow, too
wide or too fine. Proof impressions "pulled" in stages are called
progressive proofs. Soft paper, most often India paper, is the
best surface to receive every portion of the inked plate. Since
security paper proofs are printed for the engraver's use and
not for collectors, most are scarce, many are extremely rare
and some unique.

WHAT IS A
SPECIMEN?

Specimen notes are non-negotiable. They are most often made
and sent to central banks so there is something against which
a dubious note can be compared. Specimen notes are printed
on the same paper as the issued note, or, at times, on heavier
stock; at times they are uniface. "Specimen" is either printed
on the note or perforated in the paper. Most often a series of
zeroes (00000000), or "12345678" are used in place of regu-
lar serial numbers.

Some specimen notes from countries other than the U.S.
are relatively common. On occasion current or obsolete notes
from other countries, intended for circulation, are stamped or
perforated specimen. These are given to dignitaries or sold to
collectors by central banks.
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