
MICA111111 1M.V

*00000000*

SPECIMEN—NOT NEGOTIABLE—SPECIMEN—NOT NEGOTIABLE

z z
0

z
O
0

Page 72 	 Paper Money Whole No. 182

A FIVE DOLLAR SPECIMEN NOTE
By RAPHAEL ELLENBOGEN

0 ACH time a new treasurer of the United States or a
new secretary of the treasury is appointed, a change
is made in the facsimile signatures on the face of our

currency.
On our five dollar U.S. legal tender notes, series 1928, there

have been six changes:

Series
Treasurer of

the U.S.
Secretary of
the Treasury

Term of
Office

1928 Walter 0. Woods Andrew W. 1/8/29-2/12/32
Mellon

1928-A Walter 0. Woods Ogden L. Mills 2/13/32-3/3/33
1928-B W.A. Julian Henry 1/1/34-7/22/45

Morgenthau, Jr.
1928-C W.A. Julian Henry 1/1/34-7/22/45

Morgenthau, Jr.
1928-D W.A. Julian Fred M. Vinson 7/23/45-7/23/45
1928-E W.A. Julian John W. Snyder 7/25/46-5/29/49
1928-F Georgia Neese John W. Snyder 6/21/49-1/20/53

Clark

New face plates had to be engraved and, when finished, "speci-
men notes" were prepared for approval by the authorities.

The history of our current "small-size" currency begins in
May 1927, when Secretary Andrew W. Mellon accepted the
recommendations of a special committee and directed the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) to implement the new
plans.

From 1861 to that time, our currency measures 7 5/8 " x 3 1 /8 ".
By changing the size to6 3/ 16 " x2 5 / 8 " a savings in paper, ink and
plates was estimated to be $612,603 a year (in 1925). The mea-
surements were based on the size of Philippine currency (printed
by the U.S. BEP).

The new designs selected for the five dollar note were:
Abraham Lincoln (on the face), an 1869 engraving by Charles
Burt, based on a photo by Anthony Berger (a partner of Mat-
thew Brady). The Lincoln Memorial (on the back), engraved
by J.C. Benzing. The Memorial's architect was Henry Bacon.
The 36 columns represented the 36 states of the union in 1865,
and the 19-foot statue of Lincoln was carved by Daniel C.
French.

The first of the reduced size notes appeared on January 10,
1929. The United States note is the longest-lived designation
of U.S. currency, first authorized by Congress on May 3, 1878.
The last $5 note was issued April 1, 1969. The 1928 series was
printed by the wet intaglio method, 12 notes to a sheet.

The "specimen" note illustrated, is printed uniface, on two
separate sheets, in the same colors as the circulating notes.
The large seal and numbers on the face are overprinted in bright
red. It is the 1928-F series, with face plate check number C-
683. The note position letter is C (the third note from the top
left of the sheet). The letter "F" ( in the series of 1928-F) above
the seal is partially obscured by the rays. The serial numbers
are 8 digit zeros, with the prefix and suffix letters replaced by a
star. The plate was prepared to accommodate the new signa-
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The opposite side of each uniface face and back.

tures of Clark and Snyder. The back of this "specimen" is blank,
with the words "SPECIMEN—NOT NEGOTIABLE" overprinted
in black all around the perimeter.

The back design bears check number 2006 and is the wide
margin variety (which goes up to check number 2007). The
back of this note is also blank, with the same "specimen-not
negotiable" overprint. This "specimen" example is in gem un-
circulated condition and was printed in June 1949. It is quite
rare.
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