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fractional currency shields, were produced with an engraved
version of the Colby/Spinner signature combination as well
as an autographed one. In addition, autographed versions of
Jeffries/Spinner and Allison/Spinner are known, with the
Allison/Spinner extremely rare, two to three copies known.

An additional challenge in collecting Spinner notes is the
desire to find well-centered notes with bright surcharges. This
is not routine, as 126 yearS have elapsed since the last note in
this series was issued. Ink erosion on autograph varieties fur-
ther complicates the search for "choice" examples.

As a collector of modest means, I have chosen to fill in some
of the truly rare numbers with well circulated and thus less
costly examples such as F1330 and F1336—with the latter only
setting me back $12 through aBanknote Reporter ad. Some peo-
ple have no respect for lower condition rarieties given the in-
tense desire for "gem" examples among fractional collectors.
The budget oriented collector can take advantage of this; but
with theknowledge that such "bargain budget" notes will prob-
ably be much harder to sell at a later timethan the "gem" ones.

With any sort of resurgence in this area of collecting, how
ever, prices will have to skyrocket, as this material would be
almost impossible to come by with even a very small increase
in demand. Armed with the knowledge described here relative
to surcharges and position letters, you are now ready to pur-
sue Mr. Spinner in your own right but don't try to get your
Spinner notes from me, I had to look too hard for mine. ■

ASEBALL cards and paper money may not seem to
have a lot in common, but there is a little known base-
ball "card" issue which combines them. In 1962 the

Topps Company put out a specialty issue, "Baseball Bucks."
Each baseball buck came in its own 1 tt package of gum. There
were 96 bucks in the set, but the individual bucks were not
numbered.

The bucks were 3 3/4 by 1 5/, inches (see illustration 1) and
had to be folded to fit in the gum package, therefore truly un-
circulated bucks are not available. Cutting errors, such as
offcenter bucks, are very common.

The bucks are not very colorful, the basic paper color is
cream, with black designs and printing on the face, and green
designs and printing on the back.

The basic design of the bucks is:

Face: At the top the legend "Baseball Bucks"; under this, in the
center of the bill, is an oval picture of the featured player,
with his name under it; under that is the name of the player's
team and his position. To the right of the oval is a picture
of the player's home ball-park and to the left some statis-
tics about the player; under this is the player's facsimile
signature. The denomination of the buck in numbers is
shown on the four corners and under the statistics. (See
illustration 2.)

Back: At the top the legend "Baseball Bucks"; in the center the
denomination spelled out in letters; under this the legend
"Major League Stars"; to the right of the denominationn is
the player's team logo and to the left the logo of the team's
league, American or National. The denomination appears
in numbers at the four corners. (See illustration 3.)

The bucks were printed in three denominations: $1, $5 and
$10. Which players appeared on which denominations was
determined by someone in the Topps' organization. Most of
the players appeared on $1 bills, but a player like Gil Hodges,
for example, rated a $5 and Roger Mans appeared on a $10.

The Standard Catalog of Baseball Cards, 3rd edition, edited by
Jeff Kurowski, (Iola, WI: Krause Publications, 1992) reports
that a complete set of bucks (96) in near mint condition would

Illustration 1: The actual size of a $1 Baseball Buck is 33/4 by 1 5/s inches.
The buck pictures Los Angeles Dodger pitcher Don Drysdale. In 1962 he
only rated a $1 buck, but in 1984 he was admitted to the Baseball Hall of
Fame.
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Illustration 2: A blown up view of the face of a $5 Baseball Buck. Except for the denomination numbers, the design of the face of
$1, $5 and $10 bucks is the same. This buck features Gil Hodges, who in 1962 was a first baseman for the New York Mets. The next
year he retired as a player and became the manager of the Washington Senators; from 1968 to 1971 he managed the Mets.

Illustration 3: A blown up view of the back of a $10 Baseball Buck. Except for the denomination numbers, the design of the back
of $1, $5 and $10 bucks is the same. The face of this buck featured Roger Maris; outfielder for the New York Yankees.

cost a collector $750; in excellent condition $375 and in very
good condition $225. In paper money terms, near mint would
be about uncirculated, excellent would be excellent and very
good would be very fine or very fine+. Again according to the
catalog the price for common players is: near mint—$2; ex-
cellent—$1 and very good-60c. The key note in the series is
that of Mickey Mantle; catalog value in near mint is $125.

Prices on dealers' lists tend to be higher than catalog prices.
For common players the prices are from $7 to $9 in near mint;
$3 to $5 in excellent and $1 to $2 for very good. For more
popular players the price difference is even greater: the catalog
price for a Hank Aaron in excellent condition is $15; price on
a dealer's list in that same condition is $60. The catalog price
for a Bob Clemente in near mint is $40; dealer's list—$65.

Collecting baseball bucks can be a challenge. It is not that
the bucks are rare; it is just that they are not very popular.
Therefore, many baseball catalogs do not list them and many
baseball card dealers do not sell them.

The players that appear on Baseball Bucks and the team they
were playing for in 1962:

Hank Aaron, Milwaukee Braves
Joe Adcock, Milwaukee Braves
George Altman, Chicago Cubs
Jim Archer, Kansas City Athletics
Richie Ashburn, New York Mets
Ernie Banks, Chicago Cubs
Earl Battey, Minnesota Twins
Yogi Berra, New York Yankees
Gus Bell, New York Mets and Milwaukee Braves
Ken Boyer, St. Louis Cardinals
Jackie Brandt, Baltimore Orioles
Jim Bunning, Detroit Tigers
Lou (Lew) Burdette, Milwaukee Braves
Don Cardwell, Chicago Cubs
Norm Cash, Detroit Tigers
Orlando Cepeda, San Francisco Giants
Roberto (Bob) Clemente, Pittsburgh Pirates
Rocky Colavito, Detroit Tigers
Chuck Cottier, Washington Senators
Roger Craig, New York Mets
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Bennie Daniels, Washington Senators
Don Demeter, Philadelphia Phillies
Don Drysdale, Los Angeles Dodgers
Chuck Estrada, Baltimore Orioles
Dick Farrell, Houston Colts
Whitey Ford, New York Yankees
Nellie Fox, Chicago White Sox
Tito Francona, Cleveland Indians
Bob Friend, Pittsburgh Pirates
Jim Gentile, Baltimore Orioles
Dick Gernert, Houston Colts
Lenny Green, Minnesota Twins
Dick Groat, Pittsburgh Pirates
Woodie Held, Cleveland Indians
Don Hoak, Pittsburgh Pirates
Gil Hodges, New York Mets
Frank Howard, Los Angeles Dodgers
Elston Howard, New York Yankees
Dick Howser, Kansas City Athletics
Ken Hunt, Los Angeles Angels
Larry Jackson, St. Louis Cardinals
Joe (Joey) Jay, Cincinnati Reds
Al Kaline, Detroit Tigers
Harmon Killebrew, Minnesota Twins
Sandy Koufax, Los Angeles Dodgers
Harvey Kuenn, San Francisco Giants
Jim Landis, Chicago White Sox
Norm Larker, Houston Colts
Frank Lary, Detroit Tigers
Jerry Lumpe, Kansas City Athletics
Art Mahaffey, Philadelphia Phillies
Frank Malzone, Boston Red Sox
Felix Mantilla, New York Mets
Mickey Mantle, New York Yankees
Roger Maris, New York Yankees
Ed (Eddie) Mathews, Milwaukee Braves
Willie Mays, San Francisco Giants
Ken McBride, Los Angeles Angels
Mike McCormick, San Francisco Giants
Minnie Minoso, St. Louis Cardinals
Wally Moon, Los Angeles Dodgers
Stu Miller, San Francisco Giants
Stan Musial, St. Louis Cardinals
Danny O'Connell, Washington Senators
Jim O'Tool, Cincinnati Reds
Camilo Pasual, Minnesota Twins
Jim Perry, Cleveland Indians
Jimmy Piersall, Washington Senators
Vada Pinson, Cincinnati Reds
Juan Pizarro, Chicago White Sox
Johnny Podres, Los Angeles Dodgers
Vic Power, Minnesota Twins
Bob Purkey, Cincinnati Reds
Pedro Ramos, Cleveland Indians
Brooks Robinson, Baltimore Orioles
Floyd Robinson, Chicago White Sox
Frank Robinson, Cincinnati Reds
Johnny Romano, Cleveland Indians
Pete Runnels, Boston Red Sox
Don Schwall, Boston Red Sox
Bobby Shantz, Houston Colts andSt. Louis Cardinals
Norm Siebern, Kansas City Athletics
Roy Sievers, Philadelphia Phillies

Hal (W.) Smith, Houston Colts
Warren Spahn, Milwaukee Braves
Dick Stuart, Pittsburgh Pirates
Tom Taylor, Philadelphia Phillies
Lee Thomas, Los Angeles Angels
Gus Triandos, Baltimore Orioles
Leon Wagner, Los Angeles Angels
Jerry Walker, Kansas City Athletics
Bill White, St. Louis Cardinals
Billy Williams, Chicago Cubs
Gene Woodling, Washington Senators andNew York Mets
Early Wynn, Chicago White Sox
Carl Yazstremski, Boston Red Sox

The baseball bucks were a one year issue. It is not difficult to
see why; they had little appeal for the main collectors of base-
ball cards—young boys. Compared to a regular baseball card,
the bucks were drab and flimsy. Not being the standard base-
ball card size, they were hard to store and perhaps most im-
portantly, duplicates could not be attached to bike wheel
spokes to give that wonderful rat-a-tat sound that a regular
baseball card can.

THE BASICS
by BOB COCHRAN

WHAT IS "SCRIP"?
An excellent definition of this term is provided by Neil Shafer

in the booklet The Wonderful World of Paper Money!: "In paper
money, a temporary certificate issued for exchange at a specified
time for merchandise, regular money, or some other asset." In
essence, then, "scrip" is a substitute for "legitimate" money.

Notice that there is no mention of a denomination! Many
collectors (and dealers) mistakenly apply the term "scrip" to
notes with a denomination of one dollar or less, e.g., "small
change" notes.

Several very severe economic depressions occurred in the
U.S. during the 19th century. Each of these depressions, and
the Civil War, caused precious "coin money" to be hoarded by
the public. A "barter economy" ensued; a person capable of
paying "cash" for goods or services was a valued customer in-
deed! Even today, a few merchants will provide discounts to
customers paying "cash" instead of using credit cards, because
merchants pay a fee for accepting credit cards.

There are many recorded examples of merchants, unable to
make "change" for a purchase, paying out small inexpensive
items, such as needles or pins, as substitutes. Obviously this
was a difficult and exasperating situation, so it wasn't long
before paper (and coin) substitutes were created.

"Scrip" notes are often found in what is today unusual de-
nominations-1/2 cent, 6 1/4 cents, 121/2 cents, and so on; these
are also properly described as "fractional notes." HOWEVER,
these should not be confused with the "fractional currency"
issued by the U.S. government between 1863 and 1876.

AN IMPORTANT POINT: THE CORRECT SPELLING OF
THIS TERM IS "SCRIP", NOT SCRIPT"!


