
N May 31, 1993 I arrived in Washington, DC, for four
days of research in the National Archives. This par-
ticular trip involved another foray into the Comptrol-

ler of the Currency records in the Suitland, Maryland, branch
of the archives, as well as visits to the main repository in down-
town DC.

On my agenda was the production of national bank note
Series of 1902 face plates as well as Series of 1929 overprint-
ing plates containing new bank signatures. There is a crucial
ledger in Suitland with a list of plate orders and billings that
spans 1925 through 1933. One use for this book is that by
working between it and the national currency and bond led-
gers in DC it is possible to pinpoint the changeover serials in
the Series of 1929 in cases where bank signatures were changed.

While in Suitland, I began asking about other currency
records that they might hold. Up until this visit I had concen-
trated on national bank note records. A clerk was kind enough
to search through the Record Group 101 (Treasury Depart-
ment) index files to help me out. He produced a truly exciting
group of summaries that sent my blood pressure soaring.

In the file folder laid before me was a listing that included
the following summary:

Records of the Federal Reserve issue and redemption division,
1914-1944, 175 linear feet.

Daily issue reports, Federal Reserve Notes, 1914-44, and Federal
Re serve Currency, 1915-43. Vault balances, Federal Reserve Cur-
rency, 1915-23. Destruction schedules documenting issue and
redemption of Federal Reserve Notes, 1916-22 .

Bingo! If you like small-size Federal Reserve notes, you
sooner or later realize that no one has ever published the first
serials for any of the 1928 series, or the first serials in the Se-
ries of 1934A issues. The lack of those data implied that the
critical records were missing. But here they were, and I was
just a simple request away from seeing them for the first time
since they were put away in 1948!

I was particularly interested in the Series of 1934 and 1934A
issues because the seal color changed from yellow green to
blue green and some of the great mules lurk among them.
Maybe I could finally find something definitive to work with.
All we have to go on these days are observations of the varie-
ties on reported notes.
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It wasn't lost on me that the Series of 1928 records were of
far more interest to most collectors. We would finally have
available the first serials in the 1928A, B, C, D and E series.
Probably it would be possible to pin down when and at what
serials the transition took place between the forest green and
yellow green seals.

I only had a couple of days to digest this stuff. That was just
not enough time. There were 175 feet of material in this lode!
After just a few minutes I found myself planning a return trip
in the summer to finish the job! This was a hot find!

The archivist was now showing some enthusiasm, so clearly
my excitement was rubbing off on him. He offered to pursue
it at once, which was a special favor because usually you have
to order these out of storage in advance of your visit. The
records are kept in boxes in a warehouse facility, and they
require a real effort to dig out. He departed to find a sample
of the critical records. With 175 feet of boxes, it would take
time to get to the goodies.

He was back in short order, approaching my table. The time
had been too short. His face was drawn. I knew there was a
hitch.

Like one telling someone they had lost a loved one, he
mumbled something like "I have bad news. Those records are
gone. Let me look into it a bit." He disappeared.

Soon he returned again. He held a printout which showed
that the records we were after had just been destroyed. He did
a little more digging and pressed the following documents
into my hands.

The top sheet was a memo from Fred J. Romanski, Archi-
vist, Records Relocation Branch, dated June 25, 1992. Subject:
Recommendation for Internal Disposal of Selected Series in
RG 101. The memo read in part:

While preparing data collection forms for RG 101, I encountered
fifty series totalling 1,865.16 cubic feet that I believe should un-
dergo internal disposal. * * * I am requesting that the records un-
dergo disposal because they do not possess evidential or
informational value that is sufficient to warrant continued reten-
tion in the National Archives. A review of the records along with
the attached documentation shows that * * * the records also con-
tain numerous routine transfer and disposal documentation for
destroyed Federal Reserve notes. The series in question do not
qualify for GRS review, yet contain series that have been deemed
permanent in the past, I request that NNTA-S review the attached
list and prepare and forward an SF-115 for authority to dispose of
the items.

Accompanying the letter was an inventory of the records. In-
cluded were the following tantalizing entries:

4. Daily Reports, Federal Reserve Notes.
(Oct. 31, 1914—March 18, 1944)

'
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Unusual Federal Reserve $10 Series of 1934A yellow green seal mule produced in 1938.

The records consist of a daily report that shows the amount of
denominations of Federal Reserve notes deposited and shipped
by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and the balance remain-
ing in the vault. The records are not unique and appear to have
been used only for internal accounting purposes. The records do
not have archival value and should not continue to be retained in
the National Archives.

5. Daily Reports, Federal Reserve Currency
(August 16, 1915—tune 29, 1943)

The records consist of a daily report that shows the amounts by
denominations of Federal Reserve Bank currency received from
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and the amount shipped
and the balance remaining in the vault. * * *

(Notice that these records included the issuance data for the Series
of 1929 FRBNs during World War II).

6. Vault Balance, Federal Reserve Currency
(August 16, 1915—Dec. 15, 1923)

The records consist of daily reports that show Federal Reserve vault
balance currency totals. Balance sheets detail currency on hand,
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withdrawn and deposited with the Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency. * *

11.	 Ledger Sheets
(1914-1941)

The ledger sheets show deposit, shipment and issuance of Federal
Reserve currency and of unfit Federal Reserve currency returned
for destruction and credit to Federal Reserve agents. * * *

LIndescribed Entries in (649-13)

Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Bureau of Receipts
(Aug. 1915—Dec. 1921)

The records consist of schedules showing denominations of com-
pleted Federal Reserve notes that were delivered to the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency. * * *

The NNTA-S review was conducted, and the records deemed
of no value. Form SF-115 authorizing disposal was forwarded
as requested. The records were destroyed on April 13, 1993,
one and a half months before I learned of them. They had
been waiting for me to stumble upon them since 1948, but I
just didn't know.

J.E.A.N.
The Journal of East Asian Numismatics, a quarterly
publication with articles in English and Chinese, is in
its second year of publication. The first volume re-
mains available to U.S. subscribers for $30. Subscrip-
tions are $30 (U.S.), $35 (Canada), $40 (Europe) from
J.E.A.N., P.O. Box 9310, Niskayuna, NY 12309; (518)
382-8888, FAX (518) 382-1451.
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