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The Cooper Shop
Volunteer Refreshment Saloon

in Philadelphia(The First uscr,
by JIM WATSON

Paper Money Whole No. 179 	 Page 187

0 N May 1, 1861 Union troops en route to Washington,
DC landed in Philadelphia at the foot of Washington
Avenue on the Delaware River. The troops then

boarded cars of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore
Railroad Company to continue their journey to put down the
Confederate rebellion that had commenced with the attack on
Fort Sumter, South Carolina.

Mrs. William M. Cooper, a resident of Philadelphia, felt that
the ladies of her neighborhood should organize a committee
to furnish the soldiers with coffee during their brief stopover at
the wharf area. She enlisted the help of Mrs. Grace Nickles, Mrs.
Sarah Ewing, Mrs. Elizabeth Vansdale, Miss Catherine Vans-
dale, Mrs. Jane Coward, Mrs. Susan Turner, Mrs. Sarah Mellen,
Miss Catherine Alexander, Mrs. Mary Plout, and Mrs. Captain
Watson. They formed the nucleus of the Cooper Shop Volun-
teer Refreshment Committee.

Mrs. Cooper's husband, William M. Cooper, was not only a
"Cooper" by name. He was in business as an "Oakcooper," with
locations at 135 South Water Street and 1009 Otsego Street. It
was from this latter location that the soldiers were served. They
could relax under the shade trees in front of Mr. Cooper's shop

while they enjoyed their refreshments. Mr. Cooper eventually
allowed the Committee to take over his shop, and he became
the President of the Volunteer Refreshment Committee.

On the 25th of May Mrs. Cooper received a telegram that the
"German Rifles," under the command of Col. Louis Blenker,
would arrive that night or the following day. Acting on short
notice, she arranged for tables to be ready for a coffee breakfast
for the entire regiment, some 1040 men. The "German Rifles"
arrived at the dock at 3 a.m. on Monday, May 27th, and were
fed a substantial breakfast.

The "German Rifles" that arrived were the First German Rifle
Regiment, part of the 8th New York Volunteer Infantry Brigade.
They were to see a lot of hard campaigning and fighting, in-
cluding the battles of first and second Bull Run (Manassas),
Fredericksburg, and the "Mud March!' One hundred and forty-
three of the regiment's men would die during the War; ninety-
three were killed in battle, and one officer and forty-two en-
listed men died of disease.

Louis Blenker was born in Worms, Germany, about 1815. He
had led troops during the German Rebellion of 1848, and came
to the United States in 1849. As an early organizer of German
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General Louis Blenker

immigrants, he was elected Colonel of the First German Rifle
Regiment. During the first battle of Bull Run in July 1861 he as-
sumed temporary command of the 8th New York. The unit suc-
cessfully repulsed a Confederate attack during a rear guard
action. After the battle, he was promoted to the rank of Briga-
dier General. In October 1861 he organized several German
regiments into what was known as "Blenker's Division!' The di-
vision was assigned to General John C. Fremont's Mountain
Department. During his service in that area, Blenker was seri-
ously injured in a fall from his horse. He received a medical dis-
charge in March 1863, and retired to his farm in Rockland City,
New York. He died on October 31, 1863 as a result of the inju-
ries he sustained in the fall.

Blenker's "German Rifles" was the first regiment to be fed at
the Cooper Shop. The troop arrivals kept increasing, and it be-
came apparent to the Committee that the Cooper Shop could
not handle all of them.

Consequently, another group started an operation similar to
the Cooper Shop in the same vicinity, and named it the "Union
Saloon!' The two saloons agreed to divide the officers and en-
listed men evenly, and to alternate days of service in which to
receive all units of 200 or less in a 24-hour period, thus giving
each saloon a respite every other day.

Due to the needs of the troops, the Cooper Shop was ex-
panded to include treatment for sick and wounded soldiers.
They started with 12 beds and grew into a 28-bed hospital. Dr.
Andrew Nebinger was the resident surgeon, and eventually 549
men were treated under his supervision.

Thirteen patients died at the hospital, so the Committee ac-
quired a burial plot at Mt. Moriah Cemetery and erected a
wrought-iron fence around the plot.

The services of the Cooper Shop were expanded to include
bathing facilities with hot and cold water, and a committee was

formed to provide men going on furlough with adequate or
suitable clothing.
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WM. M. COOPER, PrePident,
406 South Front Street.

C. V. FORT, Vice President,
122 Queen Street.

A. M. SIMPSON, Treasurer,
9 Queen Street.

WM. M. 24AULE.,, Secretary,
323 Catharine Street.
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NEW YEAR'S DAY, 1863.

The Jefferson Cornet Band will escort the Regiment to the Saloon
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Lamb

-	 —
BOILED.

Turkey 	 Corned Beer. 	 II lin

Chickens. 	 lielcry. 	 Cranberry Sallee

ENTREES.
.per. fried

VEGETABLES.
Baked relate., 	 Sweet Pio:ilia, 	 Bailed Beana

nailed 	 "	 Baked

—
PASTRY. 	 DESSERT.

Minre l'ie. 	 Cranberry Tails.

Apple "	 Apple

Pumpkin Pie.

Pound Cake. 	 Cake. 	 irled ('a k

ICE CREAM.
Pine Apple.

Strasobi•rry

Apple, Cheese and Cracker , .

Menu
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Dollars, and this shall be your receipt.
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To 111st. A. M. St hi PsoN,

Tf WU. of Cooper Shop Vol. Rd. Saloon.
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Since the entire operation was supported by donations,
"form" letters seeking funds and supplies were sent out in large
numbers. An example of this letter is illustrated with this
article.

New Years' Day 1863 witnessed a special dinner fed to the
Fiftieth Regiment of the Massachusetts Militia at the Cooper
Shop Volunteer Refreshment Saloon. An illustration of the
menu is included with this article; the meal was undoubtedly
one of the best the soldiers would receive during the entire
war!

During the four years of the Civil War, 316,993 meals were
served to the troops, at an average cost of 18 cents per meal. In
addition, an estimated 10,000 meals were served to single
soldiers and small groups.

Cash donations to the Cooper Shop Volunteer Refreshment
Saloon were used to pay for the food and other goods needed
to provide for the troops. Receipts were printed and given to
the businesses which provided these items. The receipts are
quite attractive; they were printed in red ink on white paper,
and depict the 34-star flag of the United States in full color.
"Cooper Shop Volunteer Refreshment Saloon" is overprinted
on the flag.

Red Cross, Salvation Army, various religious groups, and the
United Services Organization (USO).

Two members of the Cooper Shop Volunteer Refreshment
Saloon Committee may be of interest (and perhaps further re-
search) to numismatists: Ex-Governor of Pennsylvania J. Pol-
lock listed his address as the United States Mint; E.S. Hall was
the President of the Seventh National Bank of Philadelphia,
and undoubtedly signed national currency issues from that
bank.
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The receipt illustrated is made out to one "Fred Hures," but
no information has surfaced as to his identity. He was probably
a craftsman or tradesman being compensated for goods or
services he provided to the Saloon. The receipt was taken to the
Committee Treasurer, A.W. Simpson, to be exchanged for
monies owed. The treasurer then kept the vouchers to docu-
ment the Committee's expenses.

The success of the "Cooper Shop" was the catalyst which
caused other cities to open similar establishments. The
"Cooper Shop" was the first service organization to become
well-known in the United States.

Many later organizations performed (and still do) similar
valuable services in later wars involving U.S. troops, such as the

This article proves that even the simplest paper document can chal-
lenge and reward the curious collector. A somewhat unusual piece of
paper provides the mystery; some "educated guesses" leads the
researcher to several possible sources of explanation, then facts and
images. The result is a fascinating story—we learn of the efforts of
volunteers working "behind the scenes" to comfort young men on their
way to battle. We meet and learn about a German immigrant who rose
to the occasion in the fire of battle, who gave his life in the military
service of his adopted homeland.

Curious collectors of paper money and financial documents are
offered this same opportunity by every single piece they hold in their
hands. We can only hope that others will accept the challenge as Mr.
Watson has, and share their findings with the rest of us. Bob Cochran]
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