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WORLD PAPER MONEY
DEPICTING HORSES

by MOHAMAD H. HUSSEIN

There are few animals that have such an intimate,
ancient and constant relationship with humans as
the horse. Man has admired the horse for its speed,
strength, grace, intelligence, endurance, loyalty,
friendly temperament and willing nature. Through-
out history, the horse has been man's loyal com-
panion at work, play and battle. With its numerous
versatile roles, the horse was a major catalyst in the
development of civilizations. In fact, even in today's
highly mechanized cultures, the "horse power" is still
the standard unit to measure work and evaluate per-
formance.

HE domestic horse, Equus caballus, is a member of the
Equidae family. The genus Equus also includes three
groups of wild species: zebras, asses and the wild horse.

Zebras live in herds south of the Sahara in Africa and include
three main species: Grevy's Zebra, Burchell's Zebra and the
Mountain Zebra. Asses also have three main species: the
African Wild Ass native to north-east Africa, the Indian Wild
Ass (also known as Onager) living in north-west India and
Iran, and the Tibetan Wild Ass (or Kiang) native to the high
deserts of Tibet. The Mongolian Wild Horse (better known as
Przewalskii's Horse), mostly confined to the Gobi Desert, is the
only wild horse left today. Other horses in the wild in various
parts of the world today are believed to be descendants of the
domestic horse.

Archeological evidence indicates that horses were domestic
animals during the Bronze Age. Domestic horses were in-
troduced into Babylonia in about 2000 B.C. and into Egypt by
the Hyksos from Syria a few hundred years later. These horses
were the forerunners of the swift Arab breeds of the Middle East
and North Africa. A slower but more powerful strain of horses
was domesticated in Europe. These are regarded as the early an-
cestors of the modern draft horses. It is also believed that a
third strain, developed in the British Isles, was the early version
of the modern ponies. The Arabian horses were brought by the
Muslims into Spain in the 8th century. Towards the end of the
17th century, Arab horses were imported to England and
France for breeding.

Domestic horses first introduced into America were the Arab
type, brought by Spanish conquerors in the 16th century.
During the 1800s, several million wild horses roamed the
American West. By the 1970s, the number had declined to
about 20,000. Throughout history, nature and science have
produced a wide variety of horse types. The leading breeds in
America today include the Arabian, Thoroughbred, Western,
American Saddle Bred, Morgan, Standardbred, Tennessee

Walking, American Quarter, Palomino, Appaloosa, Pinto, Al-
bino, Spanish Barb, Spanish Mustang, Colorado Ranger, Mis-
souri Fox Trotter, Cleveland Bay, and the Percheron Horses.
Imported breeds include the Holsteiner, Hanoverian,
Trakehner, Andalusian, Galiceno and Paso Fino Horses. Pony
breeds include the Shetland, Welsh, Chincoteague, Indian, and
Hackney Ponies. Each of these horses has its own distinctive
characteristics, abilities and specialties (Stoneridge).

Mature male horses are called stallions and females are
called mares. Anatomically, the horse is characterized by its
single digit or toe on each of its four feet. The Belgian breed of
draft horses is the largest reaching a shoulder height of about
six feet and weight of more than 2500 pounds. The horse's
body is covered by a coat of hair (there are no nerves at the
roots of the hair, so pulling the hair does not hurt the horse).
Horses come in many colors, including black, white, brown,
yellow, and numerous other shades. With the exception of os-
triches, horses have the largest eyes of all land animals. The two
eyes can move independently, so one eye can be looking for-
ward and the other backward. Due to the location of the eyes
on the sides of the head, the horse has a blind spot a short dis-
tance in front of it. The oval shape of the eyes makes moving
objects far to the side or back seem faster than actual. This is
why horses react suddenly to the slightest movement to their
side or back. The large nostrils help the horse a with keen sense
of smell. The inability of a horse to pick up scents (due to high
wind or rain for example) makes it nervous. Certain positions
of the short pointed ears may indicate the horse's attitude (e.g.,
if twitching or laying back against the head the horse is angry,
if pointed forward it is curious). The horse's muscular legs are
its chief weapons. Most horses have good memory and can be
trained to follow instructions and routines. Male horses have
40 teeth and females have 36. Teeth continue to grow
throughout the horse's life. The number and condition of a
horse's teeth are indications of its age. The horse's natural diet
is grazing. Unlike most herbivores, the horse is not a ruminant.
Horses are sexually mature by the age of two, but not generally
used for breeding before the age of three. The gestation period
may vary between ten and 14 months. Single births are the
norm. Newborn horses are known as foals, and males and fe-
males under the age of four are called colts and fillies, respec-
tively. Most mares give birth to five or six foals in their lifetime.
Foals can stand and nm a few hours after birth. Life expectancy
for horses is about a third of that for humans. Noted excep-
tions include the English draft horse Old Billy who was born in
1759 and died in 1822 at the age of sixty-three. Working years
of a normal horse average 17 years. In the Northern Hemi-
sphere, all race horses have their official birthday on January
1st, while in the Southern Hemisphere it is August 1st.

Throughout history, the horse has been one of the most
useful animals. Presumably the first thing man did with a
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horse was to eat it. Horsemeat closely resembles beef. It is eaten
by most people around the world, except in some areas such as
the United States and Britain. Some religious groups forbid its
use. Kumiss is a nourishing drink prepared by fermenting and
sometimes distilling mare's milk and it is commonly served in
many parts of Asia. Pet food often includes horsemeat.

It probably did not take man long to realize that horses are
well-suited for his service. For thousands of years, horses were
the main source of power for man's use and were routinely
regarded as an instrument of labor. It transported him and his
belongings from place to place, plowed his fields, carried him
for hunting other animals and to battle, and provided enjoy-
ment through various sports and shows. Man used the horse in
countless activities in many fields such as agriculture, industry,
transportation, communications, entertainment, law enforce-
ment and war. The American Pony Express in the 19th century
is legendary. Before the invention of the telegraph, it provided
the fastest means of communication between the east and west
coasts. Throughout history, the horse played a major role in
man's wars. The U.S. Army gave up horses during the Second
World War. Equestrian sports have been enjoyed by many cul-
tures for centuries. Horse shows are main attractions at circuses

everywhere. Horse races are popular attractions in many coun-
tries. Racehorses are the most valuable animals; Seattle Dancer
was bought in 1985 for $13 million.

There are many famous horses in legend and history
(Hamlyn). In the field of sports, these horses hold various
records: Huaso (high jump of 8'-1.25" in 1949), Something
(long jump over water of 27'-6.75" in 1975), and Alysheba (with
the greatest race career earnings of $6.7 million). The legendary
wooden "Trojan Horse" helped the Greeks capture Troy during
the Trojan War. Achilles' horse was Xanthus. Pegasus was the
winged horse of Muses. Bucephalus was Alexander the Great's
fiery stallion. Copenhagen carried the Duke of Wellington and
Marengo carried Napoleon in the battle of Waterloo in 1815.
Traveller was General Lee's horse during the Civil War. George
Washington's horse was Nelson. Incitatus was a racehorse who
was made a Roman citizen and later a senator by Emperor
Caligula. It had its own house with gold feeding buckets,
marble rooms and a large staff of servants. El Morzillo was a
horse that became a god.

More than any other animal, the horse has been represented
in the fine arts. Horses were depicted in paintings by cave
dwellers more than 30,000 years ago. The Chinese, Greeks,
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Clockwise from left:

Brazil P241
Chile P137
Afghanistan P59
Hungary P163
Yugoslavia P66
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COUNTRY DENOMINATION DATE DESCRIPTION/PICK NO.

Afghanistan 500 Afghanis (1979) Horsemen competing in Buskashi on front/P. 59

Argentina 10 Centavos 1.1.1884 Gaucho on horseback on back/P. 6
1000 Pesos Argentinos ND (1985) Military with horses on back, P. 317

Armenia 10 Drams 1993 Equestrian statue on front, P. 33

Australia 10 Dollars ND (1993) Man on horseback (polymer plastic)/P. 51

Austria 50 Gulden 1.1.1851 Emperor with peasant and horse/P. A137
10 Schilling 2.1.1950 Horseman and riding school on front/P. 128

Bahamas 20 Dollars Law of 1965 Horse drawn carriage on back/P. 23

Barbados 20 Dollars 1.6.1943 Two horses at left on front/P. 5

Belarus 50 Kapeek 1992 Warrior wielding sword on horseback/P. 1

Belgium 50 Francs 20.4.1935 Farmer and two horses on front/P. 50

Bulgaria 100 Leva 1989 Horseman with two dogs on back/P. 99

Canada 50 Dollars 1975 Mounted police in formation on back/P. 80

Chile 5 Escudos ND Horses in battle scene on back/P. 137

China 5 Yuan (1931) Running horse on front/P. 150
5 Yuan 1937 Confucius and horse-carriages on back/P. 222
10 Yuan 1935 Horse farming on back/P. 459

10,000 Yuan 1949 Farmer plowing with horses on front/P. 853

Colombia 2 Pesos 2.1.1863 Horse and rider on front/P. 75
1 Peso 30.9.1900 Man and women watering horses/P. 271

Confederate 10 Dollars 2.9.1861 Horse cart loaded with cotton/P. 22
States of America 10 Dollars 17.2.1864 Artillery horseman pulling cannon/P. 68

500 Dollars 17.2.1864 Equestrian statue of George Washington/P. 73

Costa Rica 10 Colones 7.11.1931 Workers on horseback on front/P. 179

Cuba 5 Pesos 1958 Armed riders on horseback on front/P. 90

Czechoslovakia 25 Korun 1953 Equestrian statue of J. Zizka/P. 84

Denmark 500 Kroner 1910 Farmer plowing with horses on front/P. 24

Egypt 20 Pounds 5.7.1976 Horsedrawn ancient war chariot/P. 44

El Salvador 50 Colones 1979 Equestrian statue on front/P. 115

Estonia 5 Marka 1919 Farmer plowing with horse on front/P. 45

Ethiopia 10 Dollars ND (1945) Equestrian monument to Menelik II/P. 14

Great Britain 20 Pounds ND (1970) Horse rider on front/P. 134
5 Pounds ND (1971) Soldiers on horseback/P. 135

Greece 50 Drachmai 16.9.1921 Relief of horseriders from Sarcophagus/P. 66

Haiti 2 Gourdes Law of 1887 Farmer and horse on front/P. 80

Hawaii 10 Dollars ND (1879) Cowboy on horseback and steer on front/P. 1

Hungary 100 Forint 27.2.1947 Horses pulling wagon on back/P. 163

Iran 20 Rials ND (1969) Oriental hunters on horseback on back/P. 84

Iraq 1 Dinar Law of 1947 Equestrian at center on back/P. 29
25 Dinars 1978 Three Arabian horses at center on front/P. 66
25 Dinars 1986 Medieval horsemen charging on front/P. 73

Ireland 1 Pound 1929 Farmer plowing with horses on front/P. 8

Italy 50,000 Lire Decree of 1984 Equestrian statue on back/P. 87

Jersey 2 Shillings ND (1941-42) Horse-drawn cart on back/P. 3
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COUNTRY DENOMINATION DATE DESCRIPTION/PICK NO.

Japan 10 Yen ND (1873) Horsemen arriving on beach/P. 13
5 Sen ND (1944) Equestrian statue on front/P. 49

Kyrgyzstan 1 Som ND (1993) Equestrian statue of Manas the Noble/P. 4

Lebanon 5 Livres 1.9.1939 Two horses on front/P. 27

Lesotho 10 Maloti (19)79 Basotho horsemen on back/P. 3

Libya 10 Dinars ND Three horsemen at center on back/P. 37

Lithuania 5 Litai 24.6.1929 Medieval warriors on horseback/P. 26

Mexico 2000 Pesos 1983 Equestrian statue in old courtyard/P. 740
50,000 Pesos 1986 Fighters and horses on back/P. 751

Mongolia 5 Tugrik ND (1993) Horses grazing in field near mountains/P. 53

Morocco 500 Francs 29.5.1951 Equestrian statue on front/P. 45A
61 Dirhams 1987 Mounted militia charging on back/P. 61

Norway 500 Kroner 1948 Two horses in the middle on front/P. 34

Poland 50 Groszy 28.4.1924 Equestrian statue of Poniatowski on front/P. 46

Portugal 1000 Escudos 29.9.1942 Knight and Arab on horseback on front/P. 106

Scotland 1 Pound 1971 Crusader on horseback leading soldiers/P. 204

Spain 1 Peseta 1.6.1940 Cortez on horseback on front/P. 121

Sweden 20 Kroner ND (1992) Horse-drawn carriage at left on front/P. 61

Syria 500 Piastres 1.7.1920 Two horses on front/P. 16
100 Pounds 1977 Horse's head in watermark/P. 104

Thailand 20 Baht ND (1981) Equestrian statue of King Taksin on back/P. 88

Transdniestra 50 Rubles 1993 Horseman on front/P. NEW

Uruguay 2 Pesos 27.3.1875 Many horses on front/P. A102

Venezuela 500 Bolivares 9.11.1971 Armed horsemen charging on back/P. 56

South Vietnam 200 Dong ND (1966) Warrior on horseback leading soldiers/P. 22
50 Dong ND (1972) Three horses on back/P. 30

Yugoslavia 1000 Dinara 30.11.1920 St. George on horseback slaying dragon/P. 23
1000 Dinara 6.9.1935 Three horses with riders on front/P. 32
500 Dinara 1.5.1946 Farmer plowing with horses on back/P. 66

Romans, Egyptians and peoples of many civilizations sculpted
the horse for its beauty. Titian, Rubens, Van Dyke, and El Greco
are among the masters noted for their skill in painting horses.
Images of horses have been on coins for more than 2500 years.
Coins of Carthage, Syracuse, Corinth, Thessaly and many coins
since show horses as a major feature. There is a vast array of
equestrian stamps from many countries around the world. It
would be difficult to ascertain which bank note first used the
image of the horse in its design. Paper money from many
countries, in addition to private issues, use the horse as a
decorative device. In an article devoted to the subject of horses
on paper money, Mr. Gene Hessler described a few exceptional
examples and listed 17 countries which issued notes depicting
horses. This article contains a table which lists 57 countries (or
authorities) with paper money depicting horses. Bank notes

depict horses in many various situations at play, work and
battle. Paper money from around the world that shows horses
are illustrated as part of this article. A collection of bank notes
depicting horses is nothing short of a private art museum.
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