
IN SEARCH OF ..
A portrait of the first President of the United States
on state or federal U.S. paper money
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What you are about to read may seem preposterous, even though the facts I present are true. You may
feel a bit uncomfortable with some of my opinion, but in due course you should find there will be
reason to share common ground. I have been in search of a portrait, any portrait, of our first Presi-
dent on any issue of state or federal paper money. I have not yet found even one. I have searched
through paper money reference books and collections of U.S. paper money. I have asked the Smith-
sonian to send me portraits. I've searched through old books. I've beseeched librarians for over a year.

If you think I should look no further than my wallet, you're wrong. The fact is, what I seek is not
in my wallet, nor is it in yours. What is in my wallet is a one-dollar bill which bears a portrait of one
George Washington. Who could this man be? Why should his portrait grace the face of this Federal
Reserve note? Why couldn't we have chosen someone of importance, such as, let's say, the first Presi-
dent of the United States? That would have been a good choice.

My search for the answer has taken me through pages of various, revered paper money refer-
ences. What I have found in most cases is a portrait on some obsolete issue here, a silver certificate
there, and various other instruments of exchange of this man George Washington. Too often the
worded description of the note claims this man was the first President of the United States. How
could this be?

B Y 1800 the portrait of George Washington began ap-
pearing with regularity on various issues of state-
chartered bank notes. By the 1860s his portrait became

a regular fixture on U.S. issues. He has become the most por-
trayed person on U.S. paper money. Why has he become the
overwhelming choice in the portrait competition? It probably
does not have as much to do with being the perceived first
President of the United States as it does with his reputation as
being the Commander of the Continental Army during the
Revolution. During Washington's presidency, the country was
at relative peace. The executive branch was busy polishing new
desks, hanging curtains and performing other duties of equal
importance. Congressmen were learning how to pronounce
each other's names. The war of 1812 was not yet a thought in
the nation's mind. Oh yes, there were a few frigates off the Bar-
bary Coast but Commander Edward Preble seemed to have
things there under control.

A lot of men and some women have been honored for their
contribution to history by being portrayed on issues of U.S.
paper money. Washington was one of them. He was a humble
but aristocratic man who had to be prevailed upon to accept

his term of the presidency. He served his country well and we
have honored him for that achievement ever since. It is not the
intent of this article to discredit this man. On the contrary, it is
to introduce another very well-respected person of the time
who is surely not as well-known.

The Continental Congress first convened on September
25th, 1774. The last of its 22 sessions was on March 2nd, 1789.
Fifteen different men presided over one or more sessions
during this period. The purpose of the Congress was the forma-
tion of the Union which led to American independence. The
document readied and signed by the representatives of this
body were the Articles of Association prepared on Oct.
20, 1774.

On June 16th, 1775 George Washington, a Virginian, was
nominated by John Adams of Massachusetts to be the com-
mander of the Continental Army. On the following day
Washington accepted amid a plea for no pay beyond his ex-
penses. (After eight years of personal record keeping he sub-
mitted his statement to treasury accountants who, after
auditing the same, found an error of only 89/90 of one dollar
due him over the amount claimed.)
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On June 7th, 1776 Richard Henry Lee of Virginia offered a
resolution to Congress that became the foundation of the
Declaration of Independence. This resolution was formed,
adopted, and finally signed by most delegates by August 26th,
1776. The first printing was signed on July 4th, but only by John
Hancock and attested to by Charles Thomson as Secretary of
Congress. The presentation of the Declaration of Independ-
ence by Thomas Jefferson to John Hancock became the subject
of John Trumbull's famous paintings of this event. (Trumbull
took great pride in being able to reproduce the exact likeness of
each delegate present at that session.) In this famous painting
we can see the likeness of the future first President of the
United States.

On June 12th, 1776 a committee of one member from each
of the 13 colonies was named to prepare a document of con-
federation. The committee was dominated by John Dickinson
of Delaware and article 1 of the draft stated; the name of this
Confederacy shall be "The United States of America!' This new
document, 'The Articles of Confederation," had to be ratified by
each colony before it could become law. During the next few
years this document was rewritten and gradually ratified by
each colony, the last being Maryland on March 1st, 1781 during
the 10th session of the Continental Congress presided over by
its 7th president.

Early in July of 1731 a son was born to Nathaniel and Mehet-
abel Huntington of Windham, Connecticut. He was named
Samuel, and grew up mostly at home on the farm and edu-
cated by family members. Although his father preferred that
Samuel and his siblings pursue a career in farming, the sons set
different goals. Samuel enlisted the help and use of the
libraries of two prominent Windham attorneys, Eliphalet Dyer

and Jedediah Elderkin. Dyer and Elderkin were the two prin-
cipal characters in Windham's famous "Battle of the Frogs:'
(Please refer to PAPER MONEY, No. 78, 'The Frog Notes of
Windham, CT." by Charles E. Straub.) He was admitted to the
bar in 1754 and opened a law office at that time in Windham.
Eventually he moved to Norwich, Connecticut and continued
with his practice. By 1773 he was engaged in politics. On Oc-
tober 12th, 1775 Samuel Huntington was named one of Con-
necticut's delegates to the Continental Congress meeting in
Philadelphia. Because of his knowledge of parliamentary
procedure and his legislative experience in the Connecticut
General Assembly he quickly became involved with Congress'
most pressing matters. He served with Thomas Jefferson on the
Committee of Indian Affairs and also on the committees of
Manufacture of Arms and of Supplies and Ammunition. His
work in Congress was notable by his calm and methodical
manner, energy, tenacity and staunch integrity. When John Jay
of New York, the sixth and then President of the Continental
Congress was appointed Minister to Spain, Samuel Hun-
tington became the overwhelming favorite to succeed him.

Hunting-ton's tenure with the presidency commenced on
September 28, 1779. He was succeeded by Thomas McKean of
Delaware on July 10th, 1781. With Maryland's ratification of the
Articles of Confederation on March 1st, 1781 the last step had
been taken for the congress to model itself as 'The United
States in Congress Assembled!' This was the birth of the United
States of America. Samuel Huntington, President of the Con-
gress, on that day became the first President of the United
States of America. The presidential title would be assumed by
George Washington eight years and 10 presidents later. Those
Presidents of the United States who preceded Washington were:

The above portraits of our first President, Samuel Huntington of Windham, Connecticut, are two of the very few examples
of his likeness known to exist. The profile is from a stipple engraving by I.B. Longacre. About 1830, and in connection with
James Herring, this artist produced The American Portrait Gallery, a series of biographical sketches of statesmen, mili-
tary and naval heroes. The author believes this engraving was taken from a page of that work.

The portrait to the right was painted in the 19th century by George Frederick Wright and is a copy from an original
work in Independence Hall, Philadelphia. This portrait hangs with those of the other Governors of Connecticut in a gallery
at the State Library in Hartford, Connecticut. Mr. Huntington was Governor of Connecticut 1786 to 1796 after having
served as President of the United States.
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1. Samuel Huntington, Windham, CT. President of the
Continental Congress September 28, 1779 to July 10th,
1781. During his tenure on March 1st, 1781 Maryland's
ratification of the Articles of Confederation effectively
gave birth to a new union thus changing Mr. Hun-
tington's title to the First President of the United States.

2. Thomas McKean of Delaware was second to serve as
President of the new nation. His term was from July
10th, 1781 to November 5th, 1781.

3. John Hanson of Maryland was third to serve his country
in the presidential capacity. His term was from
November 5th, 1781 to November 4th, 1782.

4. Elias Budinot of New Jersey was the fourth to serve
under the Articles of Confederation. His term was from
November 4th, 1782 to November 3rd, 1783.

5. Thomas Mifflin of Pennsylania was the fifth person to
serve. His term was from November 3rd, 1783 to
November 30th, 1784.

6. Richard Henry Lee of Virginia served from November
30th, 1784 to November 23rd, 1785.

7. John Hancock of Massachusetts was seventh to be
elected. Due to ill health he was not able to perform his
duties. He was however a previous President of the Con-
tinental Congress holding office from May 24th, 1775 to
September 27th, 1777. This was before the "Articles" were
ratified and the United States was still a colony.

8. Nathaniel Gorham of Massachusetts was eighth to serve
as President. His term was from June 6th, 1786 to
February 2nd, 1787.

9. Arthur St. Clair of Pennsylvania was the ninth President
of the United States. His term was from February 2nd,
1787 to January 22nd, 1788.

10. Cyrus Griffin of Virginia was the 10th person to serve.
His term was from January 22nd, 1788 to March 2nd,
1789.

On April 30, 1789, the electors of the Continental Congress
met and elected the 11th President of the United States. George
Washington, with the authority and powers granted by the new
Constitution, took the reins of this Republic and skillfully
guided it for the next eight years.

The rest is history.
Huntington's portrait doesn't appear on any issue of federal

currency but his likeness does appear on the backs of two

"l'he back of the 1976 Federal Reserve note $2 bill shows almost in entirety a
reproduction of Trumbull's painting, Declaration of Independence, 1776.
The first President of the United States, Samuel Huntington, is seated in the
group between the delegates standing at the table. He is seated fourth from the
left.

This enlargement of the $2 bicentennial note shows how exacting both the painter and engraver were in reproducing the facial likenesses of the
delegates at this session of the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. The future first President is identified.
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The presentation of the signing of the Declaration of Independence became a popular vignette to use on many of this
country's obsolete state bank issues as shown here on the example of the Bunker Hill Bank note of Charlestown, Mas-
sachusetts. This shows an abbreviated version of the vignette. However, due to the strategic seating arrangement in Bum-
bull's original painting, the likeness of our first President, Samuel Huntington is evident. He is seated fourth from the left
in the center of the vignette.
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The portrait of John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in the United States, appears on this bill from The Hart-
ford Bank. When Jay was appointed Minister to Spain Samuel Huntington was unanimously elected President of the Con-
gress. The date was Sept. 28, 1779.
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Eli Whitney (left), inventor, and James Hillhouse (right), politician and businessman, both were contemporaries of Samuel
Huntington and have their portraits in prominence on Connecticut state issued private bank notes. Not a single portrait of
Huntington has yet been positively identified on any of these obsolete notes.
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The illustrated note above from the state chartered Hartford Bank bears two unidentified portraits on the left side. The lower
left portrait shows strong resemblance to Col. Jeremiah Wadsworth of Hartford, the moving figure in the establishment of
the Hartford Bank and a confidant of Alexander Hamilton. Wadsworth was a prominent mover of many early banks and
savings institutions. During 1785-86 he was the president of the Batik of New York. He was also the largest single stock-
holder in the Bank of North America and a director of the Bank of the United States.

The upper left portrait cannot be identified by the author. It is most likely a Connecticut statesman. Could this be the
missing portrait 1 am in search of?

issues that display an engraved copy of John Trumbull's
painting, the presentation of the Declaration of Independence.
One note bearing this engraving is the $100 first charter na-
tional bank note. The other is the small-size two dollar Federal
Reserve note series of 1976, the so-called "Bicentennial Note:'
Between the standing delegates at the table but in the back-
ground are four seated figures. The delegate seated at the right
is Samuel Huntington. From this engraving it is possible to ex-
amine the exactness of facial expressions Trumbull was able to
capture not only with Huntington's likeness but with other
delegates as well.

Quite a few examples of Trumbull's painting appear en-
graved on state bank issues of the 1800s. While most of these
are not all-encompassing of the complete painting, most, due
to the strategic seating arrangement offered by Trumbull, do
show the likeness of the first President.

It seems unusual though, that the portrait of Huntington has
not yet been verified as appearing on any state bank note
issues. He was also the Governor of Connecticut for ten years
and, as a signatory of the Declaration of Independence, one
would think at least be equal in fame to his contemporaries
who do appear on these issues.

The obvious place to search for his portrait would be among
the many issues of Connecticut obsolete paper money. Many
of these issues of the 1820s and the 1830s bear portraits of John
Jay (sixth President of the Continental Congress), Eli Whitney
(inventor of the cotton gin and weapons manufacturer), Col.
Jeremiah Wadsworth (Hartford's most influential citizen of the
time), John Hancock (a President of the Continental Congress
and Governor of Massachsetts), and many other notables of
that period.

While Washington's portrait is the most commonly found
on state and federal paper money of the United States, it is this
author's opinion that many other notable members of Con-

gress and the judiciary deserve recognition for the part they
played in the formation of this country. If we choose to honor
Washington because of his contribution to the country while
commanding the Continental Army, so be it. But if we want to
adorn our paper money with a portrait of the first President, I

The person whose portrait most often appears on issues of state and federal
currency is George Washington. He is generally regarded as being the first
President of this country. However, this title should more aptly signify that he
was the first elected to serve under the Constitution, which gave the office of
the presidency more executive power. The presidency, under the 'Articles,"
while being the highest in the land, was not a very influential or powerful one.

think we have overlooked a most important figure. President
Samuel Huntington should be the only person qualified for
that title.

Be that as it may, I cannot point an accusatory finger at any
of the editors and authors of our numismatic and syngraphic
literature when, in fact, our own history books, probably
without exception, confirm the notion that the portrait of our
first President appears on various issues of U.S. paper money.

Perhaps some day the definitive portrait will be identified
and I will be able to report to you that, indeed, the portrait of
our first President does appear on some issue of state or federal
U.S. paper money. But for now I remain, ... in search of . . . .
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A large-size silver certificate, series 1923, might well have looked like this had the portrait of the First President of the United
States appeared on it.
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CONFEDERATE (Continued from page 141)

ENDNOTES

1 Austin, Baton Rouge, Little Rock, Milledgeville, Raleigh, and Talla-
hassee. Three of these state capitol buildings appeared on the cur-
rency issued by their respective states. Alabama $1—January 1, 1863;
Louisiana $100—March 10, 1863; North Carolina $2 and
$10—January 1, 1863.

2 Thomas L. Connelly, Civil War Tennessee: Knoxville, 1979, Univer-
sity of Tennessee Press, p. 14. "In 1861 Nashville became the hub of
warfare on the western front. No other western metropolis—even
New Orleans—was so vital to the Southern war effort"

3 At the time of capture by the Union army construction of the state
capitol building was not completed.

4 Connelly, p. 30. The state legislature adjourned hastily (when
Nashville was captured) to reconvene in Memphis. Governor I.
Harris proclaimed Memphis to be the state capital. The legislature
adjourned on March 20 (1862) and state officials fled to Mis-
sissippi.

5 Philip H. Chase, CSA Issues of 1861 in Panorama: 1962, reprints from
periodical The Numismatist, p. 17. Confederate $10 Treasury note,
dated September 2, 1861, Chase #123, Criswell #T-24, 'The first
Confederate Treasury note to bear the likeness of an official of the
Government, R.M.T. Hunter, Secretary of State" First released to cir-
culation February 20, 1862.

6 R.M.T. Hunter's portrait also appeared more times (7) on Con-
federate bonds than any other Confederate personality. President
Davis appeared only four times.

7 Ezra J. Warner & W. Buck Yearns, Biographical Register of the Con-
federate Congress: 1975, Baton Rouge, Louisiana State University
Press, p. 128.

8 Emory Thomas, The Confederate State of Richmond: 1971, Austin,
University of Texas Press, p. 140.

9 Anachronism: A use of something out of date and therefore incon-
gruous.

10 August Dietz, The Postal Service of the Confederate States of America:
1929, Richmond, The Dietz Printing Co., p. 267.

BASICS (Continued from page 142)

a common practice among competitive banks at the time)
risked damage to its reputation. Another advantage of this
system to the "country" banks was that their notes enjoyed
wider acceptance, and were not subject to discount.

But when a bank failed or did not redeem its notes in time,
the Suffolk Bank stamped such notes with the statement,
"BROKEN BANK:" Over the years, this term was used widely in
the banking business and general commerce, but not always
correctly.

This term was also used by early paper money collectors, but
again, not always correctly. The term "broken bank note" was
used to describe ANY note that I discussed in the section,
"What is an 'Obsolete Note"? A "broken bank note" is an "obso-
lete note"; but because many "obsolete notes" were issued by
banks which NEVER failed, it is technically incorrect to de-
scribe ANY "obsolete note" as a "broken bank note
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