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Suggestions for Your Vacation in
Foreign Countries

by CHRISTOF ZELLWEGER

V
 ACATIONS should not be limited to sightseeing. Con-

sider hunting—hunting for bank notes. Although I am
only 26 years old I have been collecting both coins and

bank notes for 16 years. When I began to collect, I concentrated
on inexpensive coins, since my resources were limited. I
remember my first trips with my parents to the former Yugo-
slavia. Every evening, with my father's permission, I would go
through his pocket change and his wallet. I would put aside
low denomination notes.

In 1988 I attended a language school in London. There, I
visited the Portobelo market, where one can find just about
anything, including coins and bank notes. While walking
around London, I came to a place where different collectibles
were sold. It was in this vicinity that I found the shop of Colin
and Simon Narbeth. There, I looked through what could be
called a junk box. I found some colorful pieces of German not-
geld; the prices were reasonable. Now when I travel to London,
I visit all the bank note dealers. At some monthly coin fairs you
will find paper money dealers.

If you want current uncirculated notes, go to a major branch
of a local bank. The people at the Bank of England, for ex-
ample, are very courteous and helpful to collectors. Just around
the corner from the bank is the Bank of England Museum,
where every collector can learn something, and the admission
is free.

In Hong Kong there are three note-issuing banks: The Char-
tered Bank; The Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank Corporation;
and the Standard Chartered Bank. With some explanation, a
moderate wait, and a few trips to different counters, I was
finally able to walk out of each bank with uncirculated, or near-
uncirculated notes.

In Malaysia it is simple to purchase coins and notes. The
Bank Negara Malaysia has a money museum, where bank
notes and coins, regular and commemorative, are on display. I
was able to purchase everything I wanted at face value from a
friendly staff

I traveled from Malaysia to Singapore. There, as you will find
elsewhere sometimes, new notes are difficult to find. I was told
that during the Chinese New Year celebration, new notes are
always available.

I had some of my most interesting experiences in the Persian
Gulf area. In Abu Dhabi, in 1989, I could only find new 5 and
10 dirham notes. On my next trip I hope to have better luck.
Three years later I was in Qatar and Oman.

Soon after I arrived at my hotel in Qatar, I prepared for my
quest for bank notes. The taxi driver did not understand Eng-
lish, so I showed him a local bank note and pointed to 'The
Qatar Monetary Agency" "Ah, Qatar money," he said, and we
were off to the bank. Although no special service is offered to

collectors, I was able to locate some of the coins and bank
notes on my list.

At the airport I heard my name being announced. The x-ray
of my luggage revealed something that concerned the security
officers. When I opened my bag and 100 coins were revealed,
everyone laughed. One official told me he also collected coins,
and we exchanged addresses.

My next stop was Muscat in Oman. You already know what
I did on my arrival at the hotel. After a shower and change of
clothes I was off to the Central Bank of Oman. The hotel had
a shuttlebus that took me directly to the bank. Here, I was told,
I could obtain everything that I wanted, including the "100
years of coinage" commemorative coin. I discovered that not
too many of these coins had been issued, so I purchased a
quantity to take home.

The cashier at the Central Bank said he also had some earlier
bank notes, but he suggested I come back the following day,
because it would take some time to locate nice examples.
When I returned, I told him I had forgot to ask for two different
20 rials, P20 and P29. The cashier said he would look. About 20
minutes later he returned with one note in very nice condition.
It was difficult for me to believe that he spent all that time just
for a collector. On my next visit to the Gulf region, I hope to
have similar good luck in Bahrain and other countries.

Some banks offer bank notes by mail order, but most do not.
None of the banks mentioned here, with the possible excep-
tion of those in Hong Kong, offer notes through the mail.

So consider looking for bank notes on your next vacation
abroad. If your spouse does not share your interest, he or she
can spend a few hours doing what pleases them.

A few countries have restrictions on taking money out of the
country. So, inquire before you are surprised, disappointed, or

perhaps arrested. Other than this bit of advice, I can only say
that hunting coins and bank notes in foreign countries can be
educational, enlightening, rewarding and fun.
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