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Confederate Green Goods:
TWO CASES

by FORREST W. DANIEL

The green goods swindle operated by Edwin J.
Davis and Charles Jacobs was a strictly penny-ante
operation compared to some; and their one secu-
rity precaution, and alias, was their immediate
downfall. Of course, they would have been caught
eventually because they violated almost every rule
of the professional green goods operator.

D AVIS and Jacobs were arrested in St. Paul, Minnesota,
on July 17, 1894, charged by postal authorities with
dealing in green goods and using the mails to carry on

the business from the back room of a little cigar store at 56 East
Fifth Street. They operated openly by advertising in national
newspapers using the name John Ross and received their mail
at the store. The suspicions of Letter Carrier George Exely were
aroused, especially when he delivered registered letters ad-
dressed to John Ross. Ross was never at the cigar store to receive
the mail so Davis or Jacobs signed for it. The carrier could tell
there was money in some of the letters so he called it to the at-
tention of Postmaster Henry A. Castle.

Castle, with permission of the post office department, put a
stop on all mail addressed to John Ross and it began to ac-
cumulate at the post office. No one called for the mail so a no-
tice was sent to the cigar store that Ross should come to the
post office and identify himself. He never did. When Deputy
U.S. Marshal Ed Brown and Detectives McGuiggen and Meyer-
ding arrested the young men it was claimed they were about to
leave the city but were late in their preparations.

A preliminary hearing was held before United States Com-
missioner Ambrose Tighe a week later and Davis and Jacobs
were charged with using the mails for fraudulent purposes.
They were defended by Attorneys Ben Davis, uncle of Edwin
Davis, and McHugh. After the government presented its case,
the defense asked for a dismissal on the ground that no case
had been made. Commissioner Tighe, too, saw a lack of proof
and gave the district attorney another day to build a case.

To bolster their case the prosecution produced Wilson S.
Tuttle who was engaged in the insurance and loan business; he
said Davis readily admitted he was in the green goods business.
Tuttle said he met Davis frequently while trying to collect a
$129 note owed to George T. Davies, an associate of Tuttle.
Tuttle testified that when the Ross mail was withheld, Davis
asked him to go to the post office and get the postmaster to re-
lease the mail; and if he did, Davis could pay $50 on the note
and $10 a week thereafter from money that would be in the
mail. He added that in another conversation, near the post
office, with Davis, Jacobs and Attorney A.B. Davis (his ques-
tioner), he was again asked to get the mail released in return for

the promise of a note for the amount owed; but the mail had
to come first.

Under cross examination by Defense Attorney McHugh
Tuttle admitted he had worked up the case against the defen-
dants because he couldn't collect the note. Postal Inspector
James D. Wood testified the information that Davis and Jacobs
were about to leave town came from Tuttle. The defense again
called for a dismissal of the charges. Commissioner Tighe still
doubted the government had made a solid case: he said the
men were not charged with being in the green goods business
but only that they had deposited mail in the post office and
taken mail from it. Again he gave additional time for the prose-
cution to build a case.

The circular contained information where
and how counterfeit money "green articles;
'bills; 'paper goods; 'spurious treasury notes;
and other spurious articles" could be
obtained . . .

On July 26 Assistant District Attorney John E. Stryker moved
the original charge be dismissed and that Davis and Jacobs be
re-arrested on a specific charge with a complaint sworn out
against them. The new complaint stated that on April 27, Davis
and Jacobs, using the name John Ross, sent a letter and circular
to Joseph Wieseler of Rhinelander, Wisconsin. The circular
contained information where and how counterfeit money
,, 'green articles', 'bills', 'paper goods', 'spurious treasury notes',
and other spurious articles" could be obtained, and on May 5th
they took from the post office a registered letter containing $5
which had been mailed by Wieseler.

The defendants and their attorneys were surprised at the turn
of events. Davis and Jacobs were arraigned immediately, pled
not guilty, and bond was set at $500 each. Attorney Davis
offered bail, but Assistant DA Stryker insisted on two sureties
and the defendants spent the night in jail.

Here the story splits into two versions. According to the St.
Paul Pioneer Press, July 31, 1894:

... The charge brought by the government does not allege the men
have been guilty of issuing counterfeit United States money, but
that they have been counterfeiting rare Confederate money. The
"John Ross," alias Davis and Jacobs, the government claims, adver-
tised by means of private circulars, much like the regulation "green
goods" circular in appearance, that he would sell for $5, $100 worth
of genuine Confederate money, in bills of the denominations of
$100, $50, $20, $10, $5, $2 and $1. In its complaint the government
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claims these bills, forwarded to patrons through the mails, were not
genuine Confederate money, but were printed in St. Paul; that they
were reproduced here from the originals, and therefore were
counterfeits of the Confederate money, and that in disposing of
them as genuine Confederate money Davis and Jacobs, under the
alias of Ross, were perpetrating a fraud which they were carrying on
by means of the United States mails.

And that since the previous October had received, in the name
of John Ross, 144 registered letters containing not less than
$700. But that is not the story found in the transcript of the
hearing. The words "Confederate" and "counterfeit" never ap-
pear together in the photocopies of the information or tes-
timony received from the Federal Court archives.

In the information and arrest warrant Davis and Jacobs are
charged with a scheme to" .. distribute, supply and furnish for
unlawful use counterfeit and spurious bank notes, paper
money, obligations and securities of the United States, .. " It
was a standard green goods charge.

The witness identified himself as Joseph Wieseler of Rhine-
lander, Wisconsin, and was questioned by Assistant DA Stryker.
Wieseler said he entered into correspondence with John Ross
through an advertisement in a newspaper, but he did not
remember what paper it was. Asked about the nature of the ad-
vertisement he said, "I think it was something about money. I
wrote to him and told him to send terms and samples" In re-
turn he got terms, but no samples.

Wieseler was shown a circular and asked if it was the one
from which he got the terms. He would not swear it was the cir-
cular he received but it was one just like it. The circular was en-
tered in evidence but it does not survive in the case file.
Wieseler sent five dollars to John Ross in St. Paul; he said the
address was on the envelope—it was not on the circular. "Q.
After you sent that letter containing the Five Dollars, what did
you receive? A. I received just what I ordered, green backs"
Asked if he had the bills with him, he said, "Some of them!' The
children destroyed the others. The bill presented in evidence is
not in the file.

Next an envelope dated April 27 was shown; Wieseler did
not know if it was the one the bills or the circular came in, but
he said it came through the post office. Entered in evidence.

Under cross examination the witness said he knew the cir-
cular he received was the one entered in evidence because the
price list was on both; and identified the envelope only by the
words at the top. In addition to the bill entered in evidence he
received a $100, $20, $10, $5, $2 and $1 bills. Postal records in
St. Paul showed that the registered letter sent by Wieseler to
John Ross was mailed in Rhinelander on April 19 and signed
for by E.J. Davis on April 21. Postmaster DeWitt S. Johnson of
Rhinelander confirmed the dates from his records.

Attorney Benn Davis moved to strike the testimony of wit-
nesses Tuttle and Davies, testimony of conversations, and of
mailing and receipt of mail. Especially, he protested the use in
evidence of an envelope dated April 21 to prove Davis's May 5
receipt of Wieseler's order, the date specifically charged in the
warrant. Even the April 21 date was six days earlier than the first
contact of the parties alleged in the complaint. Commissioner
Tighe denied all his motions to dismiss for lack of evidence to
match the exact charges made in the complaint so Davis ad-
vised his clients not to put up any defense. They were held to
the January term of federal court in bond of $1000 each. Bail

was provided by Benn Davis and Edward I. Darragh, Demo-
cratic candidate for Congress.

Edwin J. Davis was arrested January 11 on a bench warrant
and the case took on a new perspective and other twists.
Charles Jacobs had skipped the country. Attorney Darragh told
reporters Jacobs was in Brussels, Belgium, with his parents and
would return to stand trial, but his bail was forfeited. Davis
stood trial charged by the grand jury on three charges. First:
that he and Jacobs devised a scheme to obtain money from di-
vers persons through the post office "by what is commonly
called the counterfeit money fraud, and by dealing and
pretending to deal in what is commonly called 'green articles;
'bills, 'paper Goods' 'spurious treasury notes; 'United States
goods; . . "; that the text of their advertisement in the Police Ga-
zette and other newspapers was: "MONEY. Send 2 cents for par-
ticulars. John Ross. 53 E. 5th St., St. Paul, Minn"; and that when
they received an order they sent "worthless confederate paper
money" with intent fraudulently to obtain genuine money;
and that on April 12, 1894, sent a "certain packet, letter and
writing directed to Mr. Joseph Wieseler, Rhinelander, Wiscon-
sin" The second charge is essentially the same text except that
on April 21 Davis and Jacobs received a "letter and packet" from
Jacob Wieseler. The third charge covers the packet sent by Davis
and Jacobs to Wieseler on April 27.

This indictment mentions "worthless confederate paper
money," but does not say that it was counterfeit as the news-
paper reported from the hearing earlier. Reporters for both the
Pioneer Press and Dispatch newspapers may have confused the
issue of "worthless Confederate" with counterfeit, thus mud-
dling the facts of the story. But their stories are so detailed it is
difficult to believe the subject of counterfeit Confederate
money did not arise in the court room—officially or otherwise.
Davis was held in jail.

According to the Pioneer Press, their attorneys said the pair
had no connection with mail matter sent "to a wood and coal
office on East Fifth Street" (What happened to the cigar store?)
It added that Davis and Jacobs had a business on East Sixth
Street where they dealt in curios, especially Confederate
money; and their circulars reportedly offered genuine Con-
federate money for sale, but they substituted spurious scrip,
hence the fraud was carried on through the mails. These details
are at odds with earlier reporting and court records, but they do
place the men in the business of dealing in Confederate
currency.

Davis and Jacobs were said to have sent their clientele seven
counterfeit Confederate notes from $1 to $100 denominations
for $5 of United States money. Scott's Standard Catalogues. No. 2.
Paper Money 1894. advertised similar sets for less than $2.
Counterfeiting notes which retailed for fifty cents or less seems
a foolish enterprise, but the court record furnishes neither the
advertising circular nor the sample $50 note for examination
to determine the reality of the case.

Davis went to trial on January 14, 1895, but there is no record
of the trial in the archives. Newspapers said the trial ended with
a hung jury—seven for acquittal and five for conviction—after
thirty-six hours of deliberation. Davis, who had been in jail
since January 11, was allowed to plead guilty on March 22 to
the charge of using the mails to carry on a swindle of the green
goods nature. He was fined $200, sentenced to sixty days im-
prisonment in the county jail; the sentence was said to be light
because Davis maintained he had been the dupe of Jacobs and
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with the understanding that he "leave the country" at the end of
his sentence. Since he had no money it was expected he would
work out the fine with another thirty days, according to the
newspaper. Two years later the Minneapolis Journal said Jacobs
was still in Europe.

The Second Case

Edwin J. Davis received no vocational retraining during the
time he spent in Ramsey County jail; a year or so later he was
charged with the same scheme in Hennepin County, Min-
neapolis. Complaint was made on May 7, 1897 that Davis, alias
George Can, was back at his old scheme and had netted Almer
Simons, Cavalier, North Dakota, on February 25. Davis ap-
peared before H.S. Abbott in U.S. Commissioners Court the
next day; he was arraigned, pled not guilty and was held in lieu
of $2500 bail until a preliminary hearing on May 15.

At that hearing Simons said he was a farmer in North
Dakota, that he took the Police Gazette and saw an "ad" for
money; it was signed by George Carr, Minneapolis. He an-
swered the advertisement about the 27th of February asking
"how much a $100 it was," the size of the bills and the price of
$5000 worth. "I told him a lie when I said I had been in the
business for some time!' About ten days later Simons received
a letter saying he would get what he wanted and that it would
be enclosed in an envelope in a newspaper. The price quoted in
the circular was $5 a hundred or $250 for $10. He sent $5
folded in a newspaper but never received a reply; Simons's
neighbor Albert Homer mailed the parcel for him. Under
cross-examination Simons said he did not know what he was
to get or what he intended to do with the money.

He had been receiving mail at 251 Hennepin
Avenue, but did not want his wife to know
where his mail was delivered.

Thos. Gallagher, Minneapolis, testified he kept a saloon at
110 3rd Street South and knew the defendant, Davis, three or
four months. A man named LeBarre received his mail at the sa-
loon; one day he brought Davis into the place and Davis said
he wanted his mail delivered there. He had been receiving mail
at 251 Hennepin Avenue, but did not want his wife to know
where his mail was delivered. He added that the mail would be
addressed to George Carr—Davis used his own name openly at
the saloon. Gallagher said letters and newspapers arrived fre-
quently, but sometimes Davis would not pick it up for a week.
Under cross examination Gallagher said LaBarre worked in a
gambling house at the address Davis had used earlier and that
Davis received some letters from England.

Minneapolis Postmaster EG. Holbrook testified a (wrapped
news]paper addressed to George Carr containing a letter signed
by Almer Simons, Cavalier, North Dakota, was turned over to
Capt. D.J. Wood, postal inspector. Wood opened the letter, it
contained a $5 bill, asked for a sample, wanted to know the
cost of $5000 and said the writer had been in the business. The
wrapped newspaper was an unusual cover for a green goods
letter and money, and it might have fooled the authorities for

a long time if they had not been tipped off by a hoped-to-be
counterfeit passer from Massachusetts.

George A. Plummer, assistant superintendent of city de-
livery, presented George Carr's change of address card in evi-
dence and said he witnessed the opening of Simons's letter.
Capt. Wood's evidence duplicated previous testimony.

Commissioner Abbott felt a green goods offense had been
committed and directed Davis to be held in $1500 bail to ap-
pear at the next term of federal court in Minneapolis. He was
sent to jail in lieu of bail.

The grand jury indictment dated September 7 contains the
essence of the preliminary hearing but adds details to the case
against Davis. Victims were Charles Jackson, John Stafford,
Frank Clark, J.W. Rose and R. Sharp in addition to Almer
Simons. The advertisement from the National Police Gazette was
exhibited and quoted: "MONEY. Send stamp for particulars.
Geo, Carr. 251 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn" Those who
responded received a circular:

Confidential:

Friend.

Yours of recent date at hand and we are glad to inform you that
you have been selected as Agent to distribute our Goods. They come
in $5. $10. and $20. bills and are perfect in every respect. To our Agents
only we will send sample lots so that they can see what they are get-
ting before ordering a large quantity.

We have only two sample prices: $5.00 for $100. $10. for $250.
and we will not send more than $250 or less than $100. in any
sample order. After you have had a sample order sent you we will
make arrangements to send you a large quantity on easy terms.
Sample orders are sent by return, and we guarantee you safe and
prompt delivery. They are sent the same way that this is.

This grand offer only holds good for ten days from the date you
receive this as we shall give some one else the chance, should you
not wish to be our agent, but it is not likely that you will refuse such
an opportunity that comes but once in a lifetime, ORDER RIGHT
AWAY. Be prompt, for we waste no time filling orders. If you cannot
afford to take advantage of this great chance alone, you may take
one friend in with you, in ordering, but don't do so unless you are
compelled to do so. THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY TO SEND MONEY
AND WE WILL NOT RECEIVE IT ANY OTHER WAY: It is this: Place
money in bills in a newspaper the same way this reaches you, and
ADDRESS PLAINLY. THIS WAY IS ABSOLUTELY SAFE, as we have
received hundreds of dollars by this method and have not lost one
order. Place a wrapper around paper the same as we have, and take
care to seal firmly. We will not receive MONEY ORDERS, REGIS-
TERED LETTERS OR EXPRESS ORDERS. Care must be taken to
obey this rule. Once more urging you to be prompt and not delay
we are confidently Your friends.

When the several persons answered the circular, Edwin J.
Davis, under the "false, fictitious and assumed name of George
Carr," sent them "bills theretofore issued by the Confederate
States of America of various denominations to said Grand
Jurors unknown . . . which said bills . . . were of no value what-
soever . . !' and that Davis took possession of the money sent
"without rendering anything of value therefor": It was a fraud
carried on by means of the United States post office establish-
ment by mailing the circular to Almer Simons on February 20,
1897.

The second charge said that in reply to the letter and packet
Almer Simons sent the following letter enclosing a $5 silver
certificate, series 1891:



Paper Money Whole No. 177	 Page 113

Cavalier Feb. 27 '97.

Dear Sir

Please find 5 and send me sample your stock and what you
would take for 5000 as a friend and one is going to start in business.

Yours truly
Almer Simons
Cavalier N.Dak. Box 8

We have been in the business for sometime with a firm in No loca-
tion was cited.]

The third and similar charge said that on May 6th Davis
received a letter and packet containing a $5.00 silver certificate
series 1896 from Charles Jackson, Kalispell, Montana. The
letter:

Kalispell, Mont.

Mr. George Carr

Dear Sir

Yours of recent date at hand and was pleased to hear from you.
Please send sample order in $5 and $10 bills. Hoping to hear from
you soon, I remain,

Your friend
Charles Jackson

All of which actions are "against the peace and dignity of the
United States and contrary to the form of the statute in such
case made and provided," according to the indictment.

While the indictment was based on the testimony of Almer
Simons (he was probably the victim nearest the court) the ac-
tion that exposed Davis began several months earlier. Simons
and the others were caught in a trap set by postal inspectors.
On February 3 a man from Fitchburg, Massachusetts, began
correspondence with "George Carr" in Minneapolis. The rou-
tine that followed was described in the preliminary hearing.

The righteous Yankee was indignant at
being swindled and, being an innocent
victim, complained to the postmaster
general .. .

The Fitchburg man expected to receive a $100 sample of
bright new "goods" for the $10 he sent to Carr wrapped in a
newspaper. According to the Minneapolis Journal the bills he
received under cover of a newspaper were not crisp and were
"about 35 years too old to be good. They were the bills of the
late confederacy" The righteous Yankee was indignant at being
swindled and, being an innocent victim, complained to the
postmaster general:

To the Postmaster General—Honored Sir:
There is a man in the City of Minneapolis, Minn., by the name of

George Carr, 251 Hennepin avenue, who advertises in Police Ga-
zette this way: "Money: Send stamp for particulars" I wrote him; he
told me to send him $10 done up in a newspaper and he would

send $100 in bills. I sent him $10; he sent me a lot of old con-
federate bills. I have lost my $10. I claim that he is using the mails
for a fraudulent purpose and that he has obtained hundreds of
dollars by defrauding his fellow men. He wrote me he had received
hundreds of dollars in newspapers. A friend of mine sent him $10.
Carr wrote him that he never received it, but if he would send him
$5 more he would send the goods. I persuaded him not. He is the
meanest fellow I ever met. I hope for the sake of my fellow men that
the law will be enforced. I enclose one of the bills as sample, with
the ad. I remain, honored sir, yours respectfully.

The post office department turned the case over to Inspectors
Wood and Thiele in Minneapolis. A stop order was placed on
Carr's mail, and since the correspondence was carried on under
the cover of a newspaper it was not first class and therefore
liable to inspection. Names of the suckers were discovered and
the newspapers sent on to Carr/Davis. Gallagher's saloon was
put under casual surveillance but Carr's appearance at the sa-
loon was so irregular it was some time before he was appre-
hended. Marshal Henry happened to be in the saloon "when
he came in all out of breath, hurriedly borrowed a dollar from
Gallagher, and ran out of the door without taking a couple of
newspapers that were waiting for him" Henry ran after him,
and with the postal inspectors, made the capture. Carr sub-
mitted coolly, according to the Journal.

The preliminary hearing was held on May 8 and Davis was
committed to jail in lieu of bail. A grand jury indictment fol-
lowed on September 7, but a century later there is nothing
more in the federal court file: no bail bond, no arrest warrant,
no trial record, no dismissal and no hint of a trail to follow.
Newspapers said Edwin J. Davis, green-goods man, jumped
bail and the $1,500 bond was forfeited.

The evidence of these cases shows the post office department
was determined to root out all green goods operators—anyone
selling an unknown product whether counterfeit money or
not. Insufficient evidence, evidence not fitting the charge and
equivocal testimony did not deter prosecution for using the
mails to defraud. Davis advertised money, he sent money; but
because it was not the type of money the customer or the Post
Office Department thought it should have been he was
prosecuted.

If the Fitchburg customer's complaint was that he did not re-
ceive counterfeit money, could he not have been prosecuted for
conspiracy to purchase counterfeit money? The Minneapolis
Journal called him a "fraud," "guileless Yankee," who having been
suckered, "The righteous.., man was broken hearted and
justly indignant at the way he had been swindled. He was de-
termined that justice should overtake the man who had at-
tempted to deceive such an innocent man as himself' His only
punishment was probably the scorn of his neighbors who
learned of his indiscretion in exposing himself as a possible
counterfeit passer for the loss of a measly ten dollars. As for
Almer Simons, who was caught as a result of the Fitchburg
man's sanctimonious complaint, a nearby newspaper said he
had "gained an unenviable notoriety" Perhaps they, too, had to
"leave the country" as Jacobs and Davis did.
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