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Paper Money Whole No. 177

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Paper Money Printer

by FLORENCE FINKEL

I became a paper money collector by serendipity, just six
years ago, in my 69th year. I am what you might call a
"book detective:" That is, I locate out-of-print books for
my customers, and along the way, I find books for myself
that I like to collect. One of my collecting interests is
Benjamin Franklin. I have accumulated about fifty biog-
raphies of this great American and am always interested
in anything concerning his life.

0 NE spring day, I read an ad in the auction page of our
local newspaper which listed a piece of currency
"signed by Benjamin Franklin:' I knew nothing about

currency collecting at that time, but the idea of having a signa-
ture of Franklin piqued my interest, and I made a few calls to
local coin dealers. No one had heard of any currency signed by
Franklin. I decided that it must be a forgery, but like most col-
lectors, I am an unregenerate optimist, and I had to see that sig-
nature.

The next afternoon my husband, always eaager to satisfy my
whims, drove me along a treacherous, winding country road to
the site of the estate auction. Of course, we discovered that the
bill was not signed by Franklin, but contained the words
"Printed by B. Franklin and D. Hall, 1756:" In the parlance of an-
tique dealers and auctioneers, who describe any printed mark
on a piece of pottery or other object, such as "Wedgwood" or
"Rookwood," as a "signed" piece, it was thus described.

Nevertheless, I was the high bidder, and I proudly carried
home my first Colonial note and became an instant currency
collector. But that sent me on the quest to discover more about
Franklin, the printer of some Colonial paper money.

Perhaps you already know the story of how Franklin as a boy
learned the printing trade, but I think it bears retelling in a
paper money journal. Benjamin only had about two years of
formal schooling, and when he was twelve years old, he was
apprenticed to his older brother, James, who was a printer. Ben

This portrait was engraved by John Eissler

agreed to serve until he was twenty-one, since he loved to read,
and where better to find books than in a print shop? However,
there was not much time for reading, and James was a hard
master. Ben managed, by a ruse, to break his contract and leave
Boston, and we next find him on his celebrated walk up Market
Street in Philadelphia, with two loaves of bread under his arms.

Ben worked for various printers in Philadelphia, followed by
a fruitless stay in England. Back to Philadelphia, he again
worked for Samuel Keimer, his former employer. While he was
working there, he had the opportunity to travel to Burlington,
NJ, where Keimer had a contract to print some paper money.
Ben designed the bills for New Jersey, built the press and cut
the ornaments to decorate them. The New Jersey Assembly was
pleased with his work, and he made many important friends in
that colony.

Not long after that, Keimer had money problems and was
forced to sell his shop. Franklin bought the unsuccessful news-
paper that Keimer was printing, and with some help from a col-
league, he became the owner of his own printing shop, and the
editor, reporter, writer and salesman of the Pennsylvania Ga-
zette. Ben initiated some unusual methods to sell his papers,
and one of his first efforts was to print some speeches from the
Pennsylvania Assembly, distributing them to the members
without charge. In two years Benjamin Franklin became the
official printer for the Colony of Pennsylvania.

At age twenty-four, this self-educated young man wrote a
paper titled A Modest Proposal into the Nature and Necessity of a
Paper Currency. His purpose, in his own words, was "to foster
business generally and the economic good of the people!' Its
principles were probably based on the writings of Locke and
Defoe. He stated that money is only a medium of exchange,
and its value is based on labor. He argued that more money
was needed to foster business generally and to promote com-
merce. The representatives in the Assembly supported his ideas
and voted to order an emission of £30,000, which Ben was
authorized to print. The profit he made on this contract started
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C OMMONLY known as the Enemy Alien Internment
Camp, Weingarten Internment Camp, or just Camp Wein-
garten, it was built in 1942 and 1943. On 6 May 1943

over 700 Italian prisoners of war from the campaigns in North
Africa began arriving, and at one time the total reached 7,200.

Newspaper reports of the time quickly showed the value the
prisoners were to the surrounding community. Later in May
1943, they were utilized for emergency flood control in the St.
Genevieve Levee District, and later that summer, some went to
Iowa to help in the detasseling of corn.

Local farmers were encouraged to request prisoner labor.
Under a contractual agreement, the farmer would pay the U.S.
Treasury a sum equal to each man-hour of labor required.
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Ben on the road to financial security and led to contracts from
New Jersey and Delaware to print their money.

Ben was an astute business man and made it a practice to set-
up young journeymen printers in business, buying the equip-
ment for them and paying one-third of the running expenses.
In return, he received one-third of the net profits. He set up
eight different shops in the colonies and the West Indies. In
1748 he took David Hall, his foreman, into partnership and re-
tired from business to devote himself to science and his other
interests, a rich man at the age of forty-three.

Early Paper Money of America by Eric P. Newman affords us
the opportunity of tracing the development and history of
Franklin's printing of paper money. In New Jersey, the first
mention of Franklin is in 1728, when he was just twenty-two
years old. This was during the time he was working for Keimer
when Ben evidently did all the work for the emission. Four
years later, an emission was printed by William Bradford, their
competitor in Philadelphia, but just four years after that
Franklin is listed as the printer, and also for the next emission
in 1746. By the time of the next contract, Franklin had already
retired from the printing business.

In Delaware, Franklin is listed as printer for all emissions
from 1734 to 1746. Starting with 1753, after he had entered into
partnership with David Hall, notes are listed with both names,
Franklin and Hall, and continue thus until 1760.

It was in Pennsylvania where Franklin had the most long-
lasting experience and influence. Although he printed some
issues for "small change," his first major contract was on April
10, 1731. There appears to be a long hiatus when no bills were
issued until August 10, 1739. In that issue, Ben introduced "na-
ture printing" where he used impressions of leaves, and that de-
sign continued in use until 1776. The bills were printed in his
name only until 1749, after he had formed the partnership with
David Hall, and then both names appeared on the paper
money for eighteen years, when Franklin's agreement with Hall
expired. The successor partnership of Hall and Sellers then
took over the printing.

As an interesting postscript, we see an emission for the Bank
of North America of August 6, 1789 for small change bills,
"printed by Benjamin Franklin Bache on paper furnished by
Benjamin Franklin" (Newman 314). And there is Grandpop
Benjamin, at age eighty-three, still keeping his influence in the
currency printing and still extending his unabashed nepotism
to his namesake.

I have only touched on one small aspect of Franklin's long
and distinguished career, but of all his accomplishments, this
is the one area in which we, as paper money collectors, should
be most interested.
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Camp Weingarten, MO

by BOB SCHMIDT

Today it is difficult to imagine that many small commu-
nities across the U.S.A. were home to prisoners of war
during World War II. Weingarten, Missouri, located in St.
Genevieve County about 60 miles south of St. Louis was
one site.

Camp scrip measures 53mm x 26mm. Examples of 5(t & lot are also known
in the same format; all have blank backs.

The prisoners received 80 cents per eight-hour day, payable
in camp scrip. This was in addition to the $3 they received each
month. Of the total amount accumulated, $10 per month
could be withdrawn, again all in camp scrip. This could be used
at the canteen to buy cigarettes, confections, writing paper, etc.
In addition, prisoners at Weingarten Camp were permitted to
purchase one bottle of beer per day. The government credited
any remaining sums to the individual's account, payable upon
release.

On 8 September 1943, a scant four months after opening of
the camp, the fall of Fascist Italy occurred. Shortly thereafter
the 50,000 Italian POWs in the U.S. were reclassified as "co-
beligerents." Though not released, they were given more
freedom than the Japanese or German POWs. Other events in
Europe and Asia, and the need for prisoner labor in other parts
of the country, led to the demise of Camp Weingarten. In the
fall of 1945 the camp was closed and dismantled. Hardly any-
thing of Camp Weingarten remains today.
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