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On the occasion of the 130th anniversary of the death of our 16th
president in April, and the end of the Civil War in May, let's consider

Abe's Hair
by GENE HESSLER

T HE OFTEN-READ observation that Abraham Lincoln
sat for more portraits than any other United States
President is undoubtedly correct. In addition to many

miscellaneous photographs of the 16th president, 90 different
portraits are illustrated in Lorant (pp. 312-326).* After George
Washington and Alexander Hamilton, Abraham Lincoln is the
most frequently portrayed person on United States federal
paper money.

Ever since "Looking Closely at Portraits of Dom Pedro II" was
published (PAPER MONEY No. 142)—which shows the part in
the hair on the wrong side and garment buttons in the wrong
position due to the reversal of the image on some notes—I have
been conscious of images reversed on paper money and other
security documents. The four different portraits of Abraham
Lincoln on U.S. federal paper money prompted me to examine
the originals, not based totally on reversal, but on the part in
Abe's hair, which changed from left to right, and back to the
left, again, assuming the portrait chronology is correct.

During the administration of President Jimmy Carter, the
press created an unnecessary flap when the President held a
press conference; the most memorable fact that the news
media recorded from this event was that the President moved
the part in his hair. Lincoln seems to have done something
similar. However, no one seemed to have noticed.

The earliest Lincoln portrait is a daguerreotype taken in
Springfield, Illinois by N.H. Shepherd in 1847. According to
Lorant the image is "reversed here to show his features ac-
curately:' If this meant the original image was "flipped" his ob-
servation is inaccurate. This portraiat, done at age 38, shows
Lincoln's hair parted on the left, and his vest is buttoned cor-
rectly, i.e., left over right. I found a newspaper illustration of the
Shepherd daguerreotype; it was reversed. Lincoln's hair is
parted on the right and his vest is buttoned incorrectly, right
over left. (For centuries it has been the custom for male attire
to be buttoned left over right.)

The second portrait is dated 1857; it is the work of pho-
tographer Alexander Hesler. The Chicago photographer found
Lincoln's face interesting. However, the young lawyer's hair
"was plastered down smooth over his forehead:' So, "I ran my
fingers through his hair" (Levant 312).

Until 9 February 1864 in Washington, DC, when Matthew
Brady made a profile photograph, which shows Lincoln's hair
parted on the right, Lincoln had either parted his hair on the
left or combed it all back with no part. On 20 April 1864 Brady
made another photograph of Lincoln, and the President's hair
is, once again, parted on the left.

Here we are only concerned with photographs. Nevertheless, for a
little-known charcoal drawing of Abraham Lincoln by Charles A.
Barry (1830-1892) see the cover of American Heritage, April 1961.
There seems to be a suggested part on the left side of Lincoln's hair.

This, the earliest known portrait of Abraham Lincoln, by N.H. Shepherd, first
appeared in McClure's Magazine in 1895. This daguerreotype was owned by
Lincoln's son, the Hon. Robert Todd Lincoln.

The last photograph of Lincoln was taken in Washington,
DC on 10 April 1865, four days before his death. This Alexander
Gardner photograph suggests a part on the extreme left side of
Lincoln's head.

From the 90 portraits of Abraham Lincoln, engravings of
four have been executed for U.S. federal paper money. The 1861
$10 demand note H(essler) 463, as well as the 1862 and 1863
United States notes H464 & H465e, has the Frederick Girsch
engraving of the Christopher S. German photograph. This pho-
tograph was made in late January 1861, about six months be-
fore the demand notes, made by American Bank Note Co.,
were authorized by the Act of 17 July 1861.

There is an essay for the $5 demand note and it seems to
have been made by the National Bank Note Co. (NBNCo), al-
though there is no credit line to verify this. The border is
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This $5 demand note essay, probably by the National Bank Note Co., shows the reversed portrait of Lincoln by Christopher
S. German.

The issued $10 demand note includes a Frederick Girsch en-
graving of this Lincoln portrait by C.S. German.

similar to the one used on the First Charter $2 national bank
notes H171-177, prepared by the NBNCo. This essay includes an
engraving of the Christopher S. German portrait. However, it
was reversed; consequently, the part in Lincoln's hair is on the
right.

This demand note essay lacks a date and has "For the" en-
graved into the plate. This is curious, since the signers who were
appointed to sign for the Register of the Treasury and the Treas-
urer of the United States inserted these two words by hand
when they signed the first demand notes. Later, "For the" was
engraved into the bank note plate.

The $20 compound interest treasury notes H725-726f and
interest-bearing treasury note H727 also has the C.S. German

portrait. The plates for these notes were prepared by NBNCo.
The Lincoln portrait, in the correct position, was engraved by
Henry Gugler. The portrait of Lincoln was a replacement; the
original design had the likeness of Giddeon Welles, Secretary
of the Navy (PAPER MONEY No. 73).

Chronologically, the next portrait of Lincoln to be adapted
for paper money seems to be a combination of two portraits;
one by C.S. German dated 9 February 1861 and another done
on 20 April 1864 by Anthony Berger, Matthew Brady's assistant.
If these are the basis for the Charles Burt engraving, the image
was reversed, placing the part in the hair on the right side; in
addition, the top of Lincoln's hair was extended upward. This
engraved portrait appears on the 504 fourth issue of fractional
currency H1624 & 1625.

The most famous portrait of Abraham Lincoln is the one we
see every day on our currency $5 bill. This Matthew Brady pho-
tograph was taken on 9 February 1864. Before Charles Burt's
engraving of this recognizable image was placed on all small-
size $5 notes it was used on Federal Reserve Notes H380 &
H381, Federal Reserve Bank Note H382 and silver certificate
H372, all $5 notes.

The Alexander Gardner portrait of Abraham Lincoln was
made in November 1863.
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This same Brady-Burt portrait can be found on $100 United
States notes H1122-1136 and $500 gold certificates H1358-1360.
Another photograph by Matthew Brady, also taken on 9
February 1864 and also engraved by Charles Burt, was used on
the $500 gold certificates H1361-1369.

Although not used on federal currency, there is the photo-
graph of Lincoln by Alexander Gardner taken in November
1863. In the opinion of this writer it is the best of all Lincoln
portraits; it shows strength and compassion. This portrait was
used on a stock certificate for the Lincoln National Corpora-
tion in Ft. Wayne, IN. The portrait was originally engraved in
1878 or 1879 for the International Bank Note Co. Within the
engraving, with the aid of a magnifying glass one can see a
credit to photographer "M. Price, 1891," who apparently had
merely made a photographic reduction of the Gardner
original. As the illustration shows, the part in Lincoln's hair is
on the left—where it began in 1847 or, perhaps, 1843.

The February/March 1994 issue of American Heritage maga-
zine had an article about Lincoln by D.L. Wilson. As a comple-
ment to this story, Harold Holzer wrote about an illustrated
daguerreotype from 1843, which could be the earliest portrait
of a 34-year old Abraham Lincoln. The Illinois lawyer was
living in Springfield in 1843, where, at least two daguer-
reotypists practiced their art. This discovery, a 3 x31/2-inch por-
trait, was purchased about 21/2 years ago by a couple in
Pittsford, NY. It had once belonged to the daughter of John
Milton Hay, Lincoln's assistant White House secretary.

The portrait, as Mr. Holzer states, is printed in reverse. The
man's hair is unkempt. However, there is a suggestion of a part
on what should be the left side of his heada. Abe, if it is the fu-
ture American President, assumed a Napoleon-like pose: his
left hand, which is actually his right, is inserted in his vest,
which is incorrectly buttoned right over left, since the original
image was reversed. The portrait was given a computer test by
L.L. Sadler at the University of Illinois, and the result
was—maybe.
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WHAT A PAIR!
by R. LOGAN TALKS

S
 OMETIMES one is just lucky. This is how I acquired the

matched pair of notes shown. The notes are a $1 1928
United States note and the other is a $1 1928 silver cer-

tificate. Both notes have serial number A00005000A.

I have been an active currency collector for almost 20 years;
my first main interest is the $1 United States series of 1928. I
have been interested in this unusual one-time issue because of
its striking appearance and interesting history. For years I
gathered serial number data and other interesting facts about
these notes. I also collected these notes by serial number range
and face plate check number. In addition, I learned that the
first 5,000 notes, other than the first 120 which were in uncut
sheets, were "issued" in 1933. This original issue appears not to
have been generally released into circulation, as the quantity
seems ridiculously small and also the fact that many
uncirculated numbers under 5,000 are known to exist. How-
ever, few circulated notes are known from this original issue.

The reference books state that 5,000 was the original issue
and this appears to be confirmed by the fact that many
examples in the A00004XXXA range have been observed,
including several in the A000049XXA range. (The late William
Donlon, a well-known collector and dealer, at one time owned
note A00004999A).

Having explained my interest and background with these $1
1928 United States notes, one can understand my surprise and
excitement when I learned several years ago that the last note
of the original issue, note A00005000A, was part of the Boy's
Town collection and was to be included in an auction. I was
especially happy when I learned that I was the winning bidder
and was now the new owner of this important note. For the
past several years it has been a prized part my collection.

Then last year I was again excited to see the exact match to
this note, the $1 1928 silver certificate A00005000A on a
dealer's fixed price list. I was fortunate to be able to obtain the
note and am now the owner of this matching pair.

I realize that I was fortunate to obtain the $1 1928 United
States as it truly is an important note. But then to find the exact
match in a $1 1928 silver certificate I had to be lucky! In small-
size U.S. currency only the 1928 series offers the possibility of
obtaining a pair of $1 notes, of different type, with an exact
match for series date, serial numbers, and block letters. To have
a matched pair in these series with such a significant serial
number is fortunate indeed! Whenever I am unable to buy a
note I want, I try to remember how lucky I am to have this pair.
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