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Paper Money Whole No. 177

A.B. WHITLOCK & BRO.
SCRIP

by RONALD J. BENICE

This article shows how an extensive investigation of a few pieces of
modest looking scrip uncovered photographs, advertisements and
historical records that bring the issuers, together with their town and
business, back to life a century later. It also shows their relationship
to a prominent historic figure.

I N April 1792, Thaddeus Whitlock moved from Fairfield
County, Connecticut to farmland in the northern portion
of Westchester County, New York that his forebears had

secured from the Indians three generations earlier. His wife,
Grace Burr, was a first cousin of Aaron Burr, vice president of
the United States during Thomas Jefferson's first term. They
had two sons, Aaron and John Burr. John Burr Whitlock estab-
lished a town in Westchester County with mills and manufac-
turing plants, which became known as Whitlockville. Aaron's
son Thaddeus had six children including Aaron Burr and
Thaddeus Haight, who are the subjects of this article.

A.B. Whitlock.

Aaron Burr Whitlock was born at Whitlockville, New York on
October 10, 1824. He became a civil engineer and worked on
the construction of the New York and Harlem Railroad. In 1851
he opened a dry goods and grocery business in Croton Falls.
The business prospered and expanded to include a coal and
lumber yard. The business expanded to include stores in
Purdy's Station, Brewster and Katonah. He also owned a
350-acre farm in nearby Somers.

Thaddeus Haight Whitlock was born at Whitlockville on July
8, 1835. In 1853 he joined his older brother as a junior partner
in the business, "A.B. Whitlock & Bro."

In November 1862, the firm of A.B. Whitlock and Bro. of
Croton Falls, NY issued a series of small scrip notes in denomi-
nations of five cents, ten cents and twenty-five cents. They were
printed by E.B. Clayton's Sons, 157 Pearl Street, New York City
in sheets of 5 5 5 10 cents and 10-10-25-25 cents. All of the
notes were printed in green ink on buff paper and measured 85
x 46 mm. They had spaces for a handwritten number and sig-
nature and were redeemable in amounts of five dollars at the
Farmers and Drovers Bank in Somers, New York. (On June 17,
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The business district of Crown Falls showing the Whitlock store circa 1870. The railroad cars belong to the New York and Harlem Railroad.

1865, this bank received charter number 1304 as the Farmers
and Drovers National Bank of Somers. It issued first and
second charter notes until it was absorbed in 1896 by the
Mount Kisco National Bank.)

Nothing remains today of Whitlockville. In 1893 the entire
town was relocated and absorbed by the neighboring town of
Katonah when the Croton and Cross Rivers were dammed and
flooded to create a reservoir for New York City's water supply.
The name survives in Katonah in a section of Whitlockville
Road, originally built to access the now-submerged family saw-
mill and gristmill.

Tragically, Thaddeus died of typhoid fever on October 24,
1876. A very popular man, the funeral procession of carriages

The final resting place of the Whitlocks in Somers.

from the Methodist Episcopal Church in Purdy's Station to the
cemetery in Somers was over a mile in length.

Aaron Burr Whitlock died in his 81st year, on March 4, 1904.
The fatal bladder ailment was his first illness since boyhood.
His obituary described him: "Short of stature but endowed
with great strength, he was always on the move . . . For many
years he was a kind of banker and paymaster for his neighbors"
He was buried in Ivandell Cemetery in Somers, a few hundred
yards from the Farmers and Drovers Bank building.
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