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At first glance this woodcut looks very much like the Sam Upham version, but closer examination reveals many differences:
1. There are no tiny marks over the "D" of "CONFEDERATE" and the "E" of 'AMERICA." The marks are present on

the Upham note.
2. The blacksmith's hair is straight rather than curly as it is on the Upham version.
3. There is no period after "New Orleans" on the right end. The Upham version has a period.
4. There is no distinct sandal strap across Minerva's foot; the Upham version shows a distinct curved strap.
I have four specimens of this second woodcut version note. All are closely trimmed, probably indicating that edge inscrip-

tions were trimmed off. All have printed signatures. Two notes have blank serial number spaces but circulated anyway. Two
have written serial numbers that do not agree with the Thian Register. All four notes have a crude overprint that is redder
than the ones on the Upham notes, where they are almost orange.

If anyone has Type 19 counterfeits not mentioned in this article, 1 would appreciate a postcard or letter addressed to me
at 781 Seay Road, Inman, SC 29349 giving pertinent details.

terfeiter to make the fakes appear genuine. One cannot be too
careful in examining counterfeit varieties.
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Ball, Dr. Douglas, various articles in Bank Note Reporter, a Krause Publi-

cation.
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Chase, Philip H., various articles in The Numismatist, official publica-

tion of the American Numismatic Association.

Criswell, Grover C. (1976). Confederate and Southern States Currency,
Second Revised Edition.

Encyclopedia Britannica.
Slabaugh, Arlie R. (1976). Confederate States of America Paper Money,

Fifth Edition.
Thian, Raphael P. (1972). Register of the Confederate Debt, reprint by

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
Todd, Dr. Richard Cecil (1954). Confederate Finance, University of

Georgia Press, Athens.
Wheeler, Keith (1976). The Chroniclers volume of The Old West series

by Time-Life Books, New York.

Printing Impressions Intended for
HEATH'S INFALLIBLE

COUNTERFEIT DETECTOR
by GENE HESSLER

(The letters reprinted here were observed while researching another
subject. The subject could, and perhaps should, be researched further.
However, for now this is all this writer has recorded.)

0 N occasion, impressions of face and back designs,
authentic and counterfeit, both printed by the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing (BEP) and intended for in-

clusion in a Heath's Infallible Counterfeit Detector, have been re-
moved from those publications and have masqueraded as

proof impressions. The paper used for the Heath publication is
in contrast different than the soft paper used for official BEP
proofs. The counterfeit impressions in the Heath publications
were printed by the BEP from captured plates.

The two letters that follow verify that some of these impres-
sions were disseminated without being included in Heath's .. .
Detector. Geo. B. McCartee, Chief of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing sent the letters to Laban Heath: the first on 9 June
1870, the second is undated.
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Gentlemen:

I learn that you have disposed of single impressions from Counter-
feit plates furnished you by this Department for your Detector .

This is certainly contrary to the understanding of this Department,
and I beg you will inform me as to the extent of this matter, and
what kind and number of impressions have this far been disposed
of

The letter of reply, to which the following letter refers, was
not seen.

Gentlemen:

In answer to your letter of the 11th inst., I have to say that the name
of the person who is disposing of the notes in question is Wilson.
He claims to have received them from Laban Heath & Co., about
one year ago. He had been disposing of them at fifty cents per im-
pression of Ten or Twenty dollar Notes.

It is quite evident that these notes have never been in any book
whatsoever.

The man Wilson is a card and ornamental writer and calligrapher.

Without thoroughly examining what appeared to be two in-
complete "proof' impressions, this writer photographed two
national bank note pieces for Hessler (1979). In my haste to re-
turn these two pieces to their owner, I did not examine the
paper and the engraving closely enough. After publication I
discovered that I had fallen victim to the masquerade. These
two pieces were counterfeit prints from, or intended for, two
different Heath Detectors.

For those who have Hessler (1979) and have not already no-
ticed what I should have seen at the time, the counterfeits are:
The Merchants National Bank of Chicago $10 on p. 150
(Newman, Var. 3-P-2) and The First [National Bank of[ the City
of New York $20 on p. 152 (Newman, Var. 3-BH-I).

Sources:

Hessler, G. (1979). U.S. essay, proof and specimen notes. Portage, OH: BNR
Press.

Newman, E.P. (1991). Heath's counterfeit detector. (C.W.A. Carlson and
M. Hodder ed.). The American Numismatic Association Anthology.
Colorado Springs: American Numismatic Association.

Press copies of official and miscellaneous letters sent, 1862-1912, U.S. Na-
tional archives RG 318.

CONSIDER
donating a subscription

of PAPER MONEY to
your college alma mater,

local historical society
or library.
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