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Paper Money Whole No. 174

A bank that never was

NATIONAL BANK OF BISMARCK
ORTH DAKOTA

by FORREST W. DANIEL

The National Bank of Bismarck never received a charter
from the Comptroller of the Currency; and it is al-
together possible that no formal application was ever
made to charter a bank with that name. But documents
show that the name was reserved, for six months, in case
a group of "natural persons of lawful age" should choose
to associate to establish such a bank.

N its twenty-nine years of existence, four national banks
had been established in Bismarck, but only one, The First
National, chartered No. 2434 on September 12, 1879, re-

mained in business in 1902.' The Bismarck National Bank,
Charter 2677, was organized May 3, 1882, and went into volun-
tary liquidation on March 1, 1888. The Capital National Bank,
Charter 2986, was organized June 23, 1883, went into voluntary
liquidation in January 1896, and was consolidated with the
First National.' The Merchants National Bank, Bismarck,
Charter 3169, was chartered in late April 1884 and went into
voluntary liquidation October 28 the same year.

Attorney Asa T Patterson.

Thus, in 1902, there appeared to be a viable opportunity for
a second national bank. Bismarck was a state capital with a
population of more than 3,300 and only one state bank. In
May Attorney Asa T. Patterson wrote to the Comptroller of the
Currency requesting an application for authority to organize a
national banking association. That application form and the
covering letter are the basis for this peek at the beginnings of a
national bank.

"-14=1=11=71=-i
APPLICATION TO ORGANIZE A NATIONAL BANK.

lnLreoNtreenre Lane 	 Ate 	 Aavehn,In-,

I, I MIMIC% , N. fl.
To the Comptroller of the Currency,

1Ca.,76Dzitora., D. C.

Sir: Notice is hereby given that we, the undersigned, being natural persons,

and of lawful age., intend, with others, to organize a National Banking Asso-

ciation, under the title of "The. ITA11011,47, Bank al Bismarck,

"* to be located as

County of 	 Burleich,

State of	 Korth Dakat ,. 	 with a capital of 41.5P,000

In order that we may effect such organization, we request that proper blank

forms be seat to

at	 ■.V.:4111(3.701. 	 and if the title selected shall be

approved, that it be reserved for us for a period of sixty days.

The name of the place shoold Limo n parl of the till, tlm, The First National Brink DT 	 bet the name of th
Stole ahoald not he inelaLled. If them hrn already hem n national honk organised in the place, the title 	 Brat National

not ha ;15,11 OCIA.
L If the LLIaro of location is not nn Locorporolea village or city, or hoe rovevily boon incorporate. care vfiachl be taken to

slate the distance Itorn Lim nearest Ia.-wended village or city.

Comptroller of the Currency Organization Form 339.



Mr. A. T. Patterson,
Attorney at Law,

First National Bank Block,
Bismarck, Borth Dakota.

Dir:

Your letter of May 19 	 received, a nd .tou will find

enclosed, as requested, a blank upon which to make application

f or authority to organise a national banking association, upon

the return of which properly executed, and endorsed as to the

standing of the applicants, further blanks and instructions will

be furnished.

There have been mailed to you, under separate cover,

copies of the national beck act, and a book of instructions

relative to este:al S'Orrtent of national banking, associations.
,	 ,
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cessfully for Burleigh County states attorney on a Fusion ticket
of Democrats and Independents in 1894. He ran for the posi-
tion again and was elected in 1906. Patterson was also a
member of the Bismarck city council in 1907 and actively op-
posed political powerhouse Ed. G. Patterson. Councilman Ed.
Patterson charged States Attorney A.T. Patterson with mal-
feasance: failure to prosecute "pigs" (illegal liquor establish-
ments), drinking and gambling, but he refused to state in court
that the charges, above his notarized signature, were based on
personal knowledge rather than hearsay. The judge dismissed
the case and assessed the costs to Ed. Patterson. The trial, how-
ever, appears to have taken a toll; A.T. Patterson was still listed
as states attorney in the March 1908 telephone directory but he
did not run for re-election and is not found in the November
phone book.

Whether A.T. Patterson intended to be a principal in "The
National Bank of Bismarck," or represented a client, or clients,
in the inquiry is not known. We learn from the printed form,
however, that a bank title could be reserved for sixty days while
the formal application was being made. And the docketing
form on the back of the sheet reveals that the application had
to be indorsed by a "Member of Congress or other prominent
official." Even a non-bank adds its bit to the history of national
banks and their notes.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

OFF■Of OF COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY,

Washirtgion, 	 May 23, 1902.

Dots.

Letter from the comptroller of the currency accompanying
the 'Application to Organize a National Bank" form.

Asa T. Patterson appears first in Polk's Gazetteer as an attorney
in Bismarck, North Dakota, in 1898, although he ran unsuc-

ENDNOTES

1.The bank continues as First Bank Bismarck, part of First Bank of
North Dakota, N.A.

2. See PAPER MONEY, March/April 1989, "Governor Ordway and the
Great Dakota Train Robbery;' by Steve Schroeder.

The Bank of Whitehall
and

TRACY COWES
by JEFF SULLIVAN

Whitehall, New York is a small community about 250 miles
north of New York City and 25 miles west of Rutland, Vermont
and is located on the southern tip of Lake Champlain.

T HE Bank of Whitehall was chartered by the State of New
York in 1829 as a state bank, but did not begin opera-
tions until 1831. The bank was located on Canal Street

(present-day Main Street). On April 13, 1860 a fire started in
C.W. Hall's drug store which burned northward destroying the
building occupied by the Bank of Whitehall (the Commercial

Bank of Whitehall was also destroyed by this fire). The bank re-
sumed operations shortly thereafter.

With the establishment of the national banking system in
1863, the Bank of Whitehall decided to convert from a state
bank to a national bank and did so in 1865. Even though the
Bank of Whitehall was the first bank to be established in this
town it was unable to call itself the First National Bank of
Whitehall because by this time another national bank was al-
ready established with this name. The Bank of Whitehall con-
verted into the Old National Bank of Whitehall and was
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