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Counterfeiters in St. Louis
by THOMAS E EAGAN

T HE extent of counterfeiting in the United States during
the Civil War is illustrated by an article in The New York
Times which noted, on July 30, 1862, that out of some

1,300 state bank note issues then in circulation only about 100
were not counterfeited, mainly because they were not worth
counterfeiting. On December 22, 1862, only four months after
its issuance, The New York Times lamented the extent to which
the United States fractional currency had already been counter-
feited and called for the government to suspend its
production.'

Prior to the establishment of the United States Secret Service
on July 1, 1865, the responsibility for stemming the flood-tide
of counterfeit money fell primarily on local law enforcement.
A case in point is St. Louis Police Detective John Eagan who
personally participated in a half dozen important counter-
feiting arrests during the war, with 1861 being, by far, his most
active year.

The first of these arrests involved the notorious counterfeiter
Nelson Driggs. Although he was well-known to police across
the country, Driggs' cautious movements had made him
difficult to trap. When they discovered that he was in town, the
St. Louis Police watched Driggs for several weeks until they
learned that he was staying at a house on the north side of
Morgan Street, near Fifteenth. 2 The owner of the house was
the widow of a counterfeiter named John Roe.

On the afternoon of June 6, 1861, Captain Lee, Detective
Eagan and police officers Francis and Barry raided the Roe
house and captured Driggs in what was described as the largest
seizure of counterfeit money ever made in St. Louis up to that
time. Hidden beneath a pile of rubbish in the celler, the officers
found a large trunk completely filled with packages of counter-
feit bills of various denominations amounting to about
$285,000, all neatly executed, and ready for signatures. 3 They
also found ten neatly engraved plates, from which the bills had
been printed, and eleven unfinished plates, designed to be
changed to suit different banks. Inks and bond-paper enough
to make millions of dollars were also found in the house, to-
gether with materials to "raise" bills to a higher denomination.

As the officers were about to depart the house, they noticed
Mrs. Roe motioning to someone in the street through an open
window. The officers looked out and saw a young man with a
carpet-sack at the door. Just as he was ready to run the officers
pounced on him, pulled him into the house, and seized his
carpet-sack, which was full of counterfeit bills, which had just
been signed and were ready for delivery. The young man turned
out to be Nelson Driggs' eighteen-year-old nephew, Henry
Guthrie, alias Henry G. Henry, who, having had his bills
signed, was getting ready to leave the city and put them in cir-
culation. Later, the officers found the press used to print the
bills carefully packed in a barrel in a shed attached to the
house. As a result of this haul, no less than thirty-nine indict-
ments were found against Nelson Driggs who, being allowed to
plead guilty on a single count, was sentenced to the Missouri
State Penitentiary for ten years. His nephew was also convicted
and sentenced to six years' imprisonment. 4

The St. Louis Police were also aware of another counterfeiter
operating in St. Louis who was responsible for a large amount
of the counterfeit coin and paper money then in circulation.
Only his name, M.M. Trimbull, could be discovered. On
several occasions, United States Marshal Rawlings had
descended upon the counterfeiter's lair only to find that, with
a sixth sense, he had moved a day or two earlier, one step ahead
of the law. Late on the evening of September 12, 1861, Marshal
Rawlings, having learned that Trimbull was occupying a house
located on the commons, south of Clark Avenue, a short dis-
tance northeast of the Wedge House, near the machine shop of
the Pacific Railroad, secured the services of Detective John
Eagan.

At three o'clock the next morning, Marshal Rawlings and De-
tective Eagan, accompanied by two citizens, proceeded to the
counterfeiter's house. Marshall Rawlings watched the rear en-
trance while Detective Eagan knocked at the front door. After
opening an upper window and discovering the nature of the
visit, Trimbull quickly made his way down to the rear door and
out into the back yard where he ran into Marshal Rawlings and
his posse. Seeing the Marshal, Trimbull drew a Colt Navy
revolver and threatened to shoot the first man who laid hands
on him. When the Marshal sprang toward him, Trimbull fired
one shot grazing the Marshal's hand. Just then, Detective
Eagan, springing to the rescue, hit the counterfeiter over the
right eye with his pistol and secured him with a pair of
handcuffs.

A search of the house disclosed four tin boxes filled with
pieces of brass the size of $1, $5 and $10 gold pieces, together
with dies, chemicals and a galvanic battery. Besides $4,000 or
$5,000 in counterfeit coins already stamped, the officers found
another $15,000 in counterfeit bills in the denominations of
fives, tens and twenties, principally on the Bank of Louisville,
the Merchants' Bank of Louisiana and the Bank of New
Orleans, together with the plates for printing them. 3

The next day, Captain Martin of the St. Louis Police also en-
listed the aid of Detective Eagan in another raid upon a coun-
terfeiters' den. The same night that Marshal Rawlings was
learning the whereabouts of the counterfeiter Trimbull, Cap-
tain Martin was shadowing the movements of a young man
who had passed a counterfeit quarter on the street car that the
Captain was riding. The Captain followed the young man over
a long and circuitous route through the lower part of the city,
watching him go in and out of numerous houses and saloons,
until sometime after midnight, when he saw him board a flat-
boat moored to the bank of the Mississippi River, a short dis-
tance below Convent Street. After thoroughly inspecting the
area, the Captain left. The following day he ordered his men to
be ready for duty early the next morning.

Shortly after three o'clock Saturday morning, September 14,
1861, Captain Martin, Detective Eagan and their men started
from the station and within a few moments were in sight of the
flatboat, which was located so that an approach from any
direction might be discovered at a distance of five hundred
yards, giving the occupants time to throw their counterfeiting
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materials overboard in case of a police raid. As soon as they
were in sight of the boat, Captain Martin ordered a charge and
the officers were on board before an alarm could be given. The
door of the boat was battered down and six men were discov-
ered running back and forth in a panic trying to dispose of the
evidence against them. One of the men fell into the river while
trying to throw something overboard and had to be rescued by
Captain Martin. A large amount of counterfeit silver coins, five
and ten cent pieces, quarters, halves and Mexican dollars, were
seized along with crucibles, molds, dies, and other counter-
feiting implements. 6

Two months later, a patrolman arrested a burglar coming
out of a house on Locust Street in Stoddard's Addition where a
rash of petty thefts had been taking place. After questioning,
the man stated that he was staying at the house of Fred Bie-
busch, a notorious counterfeiter and receiver of stolen prop-
erty, located at the corner of Clay and Stoddard Streets. Officers
Eagan, Tucker and Milligan were detailed to look into the
matter and obtained a warrant to search Biebusch's house.

The officers carefully searched every room and every corner
of the house from the roof to the cellar where, buried under-
neath a pile of rubbish, they found thirteen kegs of white lead.
They also found two stolen gold watches and $1,200 in coun-
terfeit bills neatly packaged and fastened to the back of a
drawer in an old bureau. The bills were fives, tens and twenties
on the State Bank of Missouri, Southern Bank of St. Louis,
Southern Bank of Kentucky and the Pittsfield Bank of Illinois.
Biebusch was held to answer before the United States Circuit
Court.'

Things remained quiet on the counterfeiting front until
March 1862 when Detective Eagan learned of the presence in
the city of a skillful counterfeit banknote engraver known as
Harvey Walker, alias Charley Hill. A number of individuals
known to be engaged in the counterfeiting business were
closely watched. Several of them were followed to a three story
house at No. 1 Targee Street. The house was quietly watched for
two weeks, and the comings and goings of the counterfeiters
were carefully noted. At eleven o'clock Sunday night, April 6,
1862, Chief Couzins, Detective Eagan and Officers Molair,
Quigley, Harrigan and Brownfield proceeded to the house
which they found to be occupied by one George Wolkey and
his wife and child.

Wolkey was arrested and the house was searched. In a back
room on the first floor the officers found a small printing press,
pots of black, red and green ink, rollers and other articles used
in stamping, and a set of engraver's tools. In an upstairs room,
they found $10,000 in counterfeit one dollar bills on the State
Bank of Indiana. Wolkey denied knowing anything about these
items, except that they had been left there by a man named
Walker who had boarded there but had since moved out, he
knew not where. In a coat pocket, the officers found a half-
finished counterfeit $10 U.S. Treasury note and a water license
in Wolkey's name.

The officers continued trying to locate the whereabouts of
Walker. Their inquiries led them to a house on Dubreuil Street,
south of Lafayette Avenue, between the City Hospital and
Stablein's brewery. With a warrant for Walker's arrest, Officers
Eagan, Quigley, Hennessy and O'Neil stationed themselves
around the suspected house between 12 and 1 o'clock Wed-
nesday morning. When Eagan knocked at the door, Walker
threw up a window and asked 'Who's there?" Eagan replied "It's
John:' "John" said he had come on special business and asked

Walker to come down and talk with him. Walker was arrested
when he came to the door. Walker's whereabouts had been
given away by counterfeiter John Frisby who was arrested after
leaving the house at No. 1 Targee Street with a bundle of coun-
terfeit notes. 8 Obviously, this was the "John" whom Walker
thought had come to visit him. 9

An engraver's workshop was found in an upstairs room. On
the work bench were a variety of tools and a bank note plate.
In two closets, the officers found $2,500 in unfinished counter-
feit $10 U.S. Treasury notes hung up for drying. They also
found packages containing another $90,000 or $100,000 in un-
finished U.S. Treasury notes. In the same room, the officers
found eleven bank note plates, parts of a stamping and
printing press, a rolling machine, lots of black, green and red
printing ink, rollers for inking plates, two gas lamps for
heating, a fine spring gauge for measuring letters, a burnisher,
a graver's scraper, a dozen fine gravers, an eyeglass, a spring
compass, scribers, files, camel's hair brushes, a muller and
stone for grinding ink, numerous other engraver's tools and a
quantity of bank note paper, some of which was cut and ready
for printing.

The plates for the face and back of the $10 U.S. Treasury note
were made of steel and were well executed with only a few
scratches in the network to distinguish them from authentic
bills. The other nine plates were covered with a thick preserva-
tive, but one of them appeared to be for a $20 bill on the Bank
of Waynesburg, Pennsylvania and another for a $5 U.S.
Treasury note. A later search at No. 1 Targee Street turned up
the plates for the one dollar bills on the State Bank of

With the notable exception of the arrests made by the U.S.
Army's Provost Marshal's detectives during May and August
1864 11 things remained quiet until January 16, 1865 when
John Eagan was approached by Detective Cyrus P. Bradley of
Chicago,''- acting as a special agent of the United States
Treasury Department, who asked him to work with Detective
C.W. Tuttle in attempting to arrest certain parties who were en-
gaged in counterfeiting U.S. Treasury notes and fractional cur-
rency. On Sunday, February 5, 1865, Tuttle informed Eagan that
Ed Pierce, an old counterfeiter, was in St. Louis with a large
amount of counterfeit $20 and $50 greenbacks and twenty-five
cent fractional currency. Eagan gave Tuttle $200 in marked
money to purchase some of the counterfeits from Pierce and
the two made a trade with the counterfeiter for $1,000 of the
"queer:"

The next day Eagan and Detective Brownfield of the St. Louis
police followed Pierce and saw him go into two banking
houses and change the money he had received from Tuttle.
Leaving Brownfield to redeem the marked money from the
bankers, Eagan followed Pierce to the Everett House, where he
was staying. Tuttle was there and the two detectives arrested
Pierce when he came out of his room. On searching Pierce they
found about $5,000 in counterfeit money on his person.

The detectives learned from the clerk of the hotel that Pierce
and a Miss Munroe were occupying room No. 107. They
searched the room and found between $15,000 and $18,000 in
counterfeit $20 and $50 U.S. Treasury notes and twenty-five
and fifty-cent fractional currency in Miss Munroe's work
basket, concealed behind a sofa. They promptly took the
young woman into custody as well.

Pierce was anxious to make a compromise with the officers.
Eagan told him that the only terms he would listen to were that
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Pierce should give up the plates and press used in printing the
counterfeit money and inform on the other parties engaged in
the business. Pierce refused.

On Thursday, February 9, 1865, Eagan, Tuttle and Miss
Munroe started for Fort Wayne, Indiana, leaving Pierce in jail.
On arriving at Springfield, Illinois, they met Detective Bradley
who took charge of Miss Munroe. Eagan and Tuttle returned to
St. Louis. On the following Wednesday, Eagan went to Chicago
where half of the plates and the press were turned over to him
three days later. On February 23 the other half of the plates
were obtained at Springfield.'

Miss Munroe was actually Allie Ackman, the oldest daughter
of Mrs. John B. Trout and the sister of Martha Ann Ackman,
Pete McCartney's wife. Ben Boyd, the well-known engraver, se-
cured her release by surrendering the plates. A short time later,
Boyd and Miss Ackman were married at Springfield, Illinois
after Boyd, acting as a stool pigeon, turned Pete McCartney
over to the law. 14

Four months later, the newly formed United States Secret
Service took over the responsibility for safeguarding the na-
tional currency and ultimately brought an end to the counter-
feiter's heyday. With its centralized detection system, the Secret
Service was able to operate across the country in ways in which
local law enforcement never could." But before its arrival on
the scene, local law enforcement, at least in St. Louis, made a
valiant effort to stem the tide.
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