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4, BATTLESHIP
ON THE

H	 ATTLESHIP

by ERLING BUTTS

T HERE is no doubt that the 1918 $2 Federal Reserve Bank
note is a desirable note. Its relative scarcity and type
uniqueness help to make this note sought after by a

broad range of collectors. Its unique back design has given the
note its obvious common name of "Battleship!' Any reference
to a "Battleship" note is immediately understood. However,
what is often not understood is the history, or even the name,
of the ship which graces so prominently the 1918 $2 FRB note.

Often referred to as a World War I period battleship, or
simply as a battleship, the ship is, in fact, the battleship U.S.S.
New York. When C.M. Chalmers engraved her likeness in 1918
she represented the glory and might of an emerging world
superpower. She was one of the newest and most powerful
ships afloat, and she possessed an aura of greatness. Although
she was the fifth U.S. Navy ship to bear the name New York, she
was the first and only battleship to be so named. As such she
received the designation BB-34. Aside from the class's name-

sake, she was the only other ship in the Texas class. Her keel
was laid down at Brooklyn Navy Yard on September 11, 1911.
Slightly more than one year later, on October 30, 1912, she was
launched. After sea trials and additional fitting out she received
her commission on April 15, 1914. Almost immediately after-
ward she was sent to occupy Vera Cruz harbor, Mexico, and
serve as blockade ship until tensions with Mexico eased in July.
When the U.S. entered World War I the New York was one of the
first ships to enter the conflict, and she did so in grand style.
She sailed as flagship of Battleship Division 9 and led the
American squadron of the allied Grand Fleet. Her omni-
presence in the Atlantic and North Sea played a significant role
in subduing Germany's Navy. Her involvement in the defeat of
the German Navy was culminated by her presence at the sur-
render of the German High Seas Fleet in the Firth of Forth near
Scotland on November 21, 1918.

Interestingly enough, some of these events took place well
after the Act of April 23, 1918 which authorized the issuance of
the $2 Federal Reserve Bank note on which an image of the
New York appears. This gives some indication of the ship's
prominence in the United States Fleet at the time. She must
truly have seemed invincible, for it would have been most in-
opportune to place her image on something as important as
this nation's currency only to have her sunk or scrapped later.

This perception of her turned out to be true. After diplomatic
and training duties with the Pacific fleet during the post-war
years she again returned to the Atlantic when the war drums
began to beat. In mid-1941 she joined the neutrality patrol and
escorted convoys across the Atlantic. Upon the United States'
entry into World War II she began patrolling the Atlantic in ear-
nest. After much action, particularly with U-Boats, she was
diverted to North Africa where her ten 14-inch guns provided
critical gunfire support for the allied invasion of Safi, Casa-
blanca, and Fedhala.

She then left the Atlantic theater of operations, but not the
war. She was again to provide shore bombardment, this time in
preparation for the invasion of Iwo Jima. For three days, begin-
ning on February 16, 1945, she fired more rounds than any
other ships present and proved her superior skills in naval gun-
nery. Preceding the island-hopping U.S. forces she went on to
provide 76 days of continuous bombardment and tactical
troop support at Okinawa. The action at Okinawa did not
prove one-sided. She was struck aft by a Kamikaze and sus-
tained heavy damage to her spotting plane, catapult, and after
deck.

She finally returned to Pearl Harbor to replace her worn out
guns and repair battle damage. But, for her, there was to be no
more war. The defeat of Japan and her now advancing age ren-
dered her out of action.

Out of action did not, however, mean out of service. She was
to be a target ship in the series of atomic bomb tests at Bikini
atoll in the Pacific. Here she was officially decommissioned on
August 29, 1946. Amazingly, she survived both the surface blast
and the subsequent underwater blast. She was then towed back
to Pearl Harbor and studied extensively for over two years.

Finally, the end was near. She was again designated a target
ship and towed 60 miles out to sea for full scale battle
maneuvers employing the newest conventional naval and aer-
onautical weapons. As if to lend credence to her long and
eventful career she doggedly refused to go down after hours of
relentless pounding. Then, finally, late in the day on July 8,
1948, she succumbed to the inevitable and sank gracefully into
the deep blue Pacific.

The U.S.S. New York was not an exceedingly heroic or miracu-
lous ship. She was a powerful and reliable battleship meant to
provide a significant deterrent to aspiring naval powers. She
reflected the last of the Dreadnought era and the coal-fired in-
dustrial revolution. She served as a faithful icon of a world
forced to give up its innocence. In battle she was strong, en-
during and tireless, like the men who served on her. It is no
wonder that she symbolized so much to so many Americans.

It is interesting to note that the U.S.S. New York was serving
on active duty almost four years before the issuance of the $2
Federal Reserve Bank note, and that long after the issue had
been recalled she continued to serve on active combat duty.
She saw the coming and going of conflicts, men, and even her
own image, yet she remained.

When I see a battleship note I am struck by the fact that she
continues to survive and is perpetuated by the collecting frater-
nity. She is more than the battleship on the battleship note; she
is the U.S.S. New York.
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