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For manyyears, national bank notes from my home state
of Rhode Island have held my interest, yet I never pur-
sued the notes issued by the banks in Providence. I had
considered them to be so common that I did not want to
use money from my meager budget for a Providence
note when I might need it for a note from a small town
which I felt would greater enhance my collection. Re-
cently I had the opportunity to view a large collection of
Rhode Island notes and to purchase those that were of
interest to me. Initially I passed the Providence issues
without so much as a second glance. But, as the months
went by, I found myself taking a closer look.

ROVIDENCE had twenty-nine note-issuing national
banks. Twenty-five of these were chartered during the
first charter period, two during the second charter

period and the final two, which issued only series of 1929
notes, in 1933 and 1934. While few Providence notes are rare,
there are many types and varieties not readily available from
Rhode Island banks outside of Providence.

One of the types that I found very interesting is the series of
1902 Date Back $50 and $100 notes. Issued by only two Provi-
dence banks and one in Newport, only notes from Providence
are known to collectors, and these are seldom available. For
many years, and with the help of many collectors, I have been
recording serial numbers of Rhode Island nationals. The table
shows the known 1902 $50 and $100 Date Backs.

Three varieties of $50 and $100 1902 Date Backs are known.
Several circumstances occurred to provide these varieties, two
of which do not exist in the other denominations of 1902 Date
Backs. First, the $50 and $100 denominations continued to be
printed until 1926. The printing of all other denominations
had been discontinued in 1916 (Hickman & Oakes, 24).
Second, the use of geographic letters was discontinued in 1924
(Huntoon, Geographic, 53). Third, the discontinuance of
treasury serial numbers on national bank notes in 1925 (Hun-

toon, Highlights, 12). These circumstances provided the fol-
lowing varieties of 1902 Date Back $50 and $100 notes:
Type 1. With geographic letter, treasury serial and bank serial

numbers.
Type 2. Without geographic letter, with treasury serial and bank

serial numbers.
Type 3. Without geographic letter and treasury serial, with

duplicate bank serial numbers.
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Type 1. With geographic letter, treasury serial and bank serial.
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Type 2. Without geographic letter, with treasury serial and bank serial.
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Type 3. Without geographic letter and treasury serial, with duplicate bank serial.
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The upper left corner of the
genuine note shows a narrow
junction point where the two
arches meet (arrow). The tiny
lines around the arches are
clean and sharp as they are
within the decorative leaf. A
magnifying glass is useful at
this point.

paper. If the note appears to be very pale green, it is genuine; if
it looks tan or light brown it is counterfeit. I am told that the
subtle green tint of the genuine bill is the result of the intaglio
printing process used by Keatinge & Ball, something to do with
wetting the paper prior to printing. All the counterfeits I have
examined were made by a lithograph process in which the
green ink did not bleed and the paper remained the same color
front and back.

Since this situation may not be true for all Type 16 notes,
printing flaws are pointed out to maintain order in our exami-
nations.

Source:

Ball, Douglas, (April, 1983). Fortunes of war affected C.S.K.s note
printers, Bank Note Reporter.

Type & Denom. Treasury/Bank Serial
1 50 A60455/70-C
1 50 A142905/247-C
1 50 unknown/356-E
1 50 A889362/3260-E
1 50 B40495/4061-E
3 50 none/4759-D

Charter 1302 The Providence National Bank

Type & Denom. 	 Treasury/Bank Serial

Counterfeiters tended to be
careless about minor details.
Note in this upper left corner
of a counterfeit that the center
junction of the arches (arrow)
is double-width. Note also that
the arches are squeezed to fit
between the decorative leaf
and the rectangular box at
right where the border begins.

RHODE ISLAND (Continued from page 46)

Known Rhode Island 1902 Date Back $50 and $100 Notes

Charter 1007 The Mechanics National Bank
of Providence

	

50
	

A154961/275-E
	1 100

	
A155179/593-C

2 	 50
	

B102509/1525-E
3 	 50 	 none/1698-D

After examining a number of genuine and counterfeit Type
16 notes I may have discovered a quick way to determine if a
suspect note is genuine or fake. Lay the note on a sheet of white

I think it is easy to conclude that type 1 would be, by far, the
most common since this type was issued from June 15, 1908
(Hickman & Oakes, 24) to March 13, 1924 (Huntoon, Geo-
graphic, 53). Type 2 would have been printed only from March
15, 1924 (Huntoon, Geographic, 53) to August 26, 1925 (Hun-
toon, Highlights, 12) a period of about seventeen months.
Type 3 would have been produced from August 26, 1925 to
February 15, 1926 (Huntoon, Highlights, 12) when the last
1902 Date Backs were shipped from the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing to the Comptroller of the Currency. Type 3 notes
were issued for a period of just under six months. If a survey
were conducted of known 1902 Date Back $50 and $100 notes
from all states, I have no idea if type 2 or type 3 would be the
scarcest. I'm just happy to have one of each type in my collec-
tion . . . even if they are from Providence.
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In this counterfeit all of the
curved lines in the upper left
corner are too heavy, including
the arches which are also
double-width at their center
junction (arrow). The black
ink gives an overall "muddy"
impression throughout the
note. Counterfeiters knew that
people did not examine their
paper money carefully, so they
often glossed over fine details.
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