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Amazing $2 HAWAII Notes
by EDGAR A. WRITE

A N acquaintance of mine should get most of the credit.
On my part it was mostly just blind luck, but it turned
out to be the most interesting adventure of my numis-

matic life. The acquaintance had told me that a relative of his
had worked for the treasury during World War II and had par-
ticipated in the production of the HAWAII-overprinted money.
The friend is not a collector but had told me this tidbit after
seeing some HAWAII notes in a program that I gave at a local
civic group. Of course I told him that I would like to talk to this
person. I really did not think that I would ever hear about it
again.

Probably a year, maybe more, later I got a call from a woman
who introduced herself as a cousin of my acquaintance. At first
I did not even remember what the call might have been about.
Eventually I remembered, and the cousin and I had a nice con-
versation. It turns out that it had been her husband who had
worked for the government during the war and that, yes, he
had been involved in various currency operations. Unfor-
tunately she had not even known her late husband during the
war.

Regrettably she was not sure if he had worked for the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing, the Secret Service, the Treasury
Department or possibly even for the military, although she said
that he had not been in one of the military services. The most
intiguing thing was that she said that she had a scrapbook
which her husband had kept containing many interesting
mementos from the period. She said that it included many cer-
tificates, commendations, letters, and things of that nature. She
also said that it included drawings of money and some ex-
amples as well.

I was certainly interested in continuing our conversation and
seeing the scrapbook. An arrangement was made so that I
would attend the Pennsylvania State Numismatic Association
show in Philadelphia in December so that I could meet with
the woman. I kept telling myself that this would probably be a
blind alley like so many I have entered in the past, but I just
had to follow up on such a good lead.

Let there be no doubt that I was prepared for the worst, but
I could not help but imagine what type of wonderful treasures
might be included in this scrapbook. At the worst there could
be interesting documents describing some of the details of
production of some of the various military issues of the war.
There very easily could be some rare material included. If
samples were kept, they could just as easily have been of rare
rather than common pieces. As much as I let my imagination
wander, I was not prepared for what I eventually found!

From the beginning of my plans for the trip, the irony was
not lost on me that this show was being held over the De-
cember 7th weekend on the 50th anniversary of the event
which had precipitated the very notes which I was going to see!

Only after getting lost did I find the address in a formerly ele-
gant neighborhood of Philadelphia. I had my notebook, a cas-
sette recorder, my camera, and a mind full of questions. The

building was quite unpretentious. Indeed it was an old
building but it had been refurbished in many ways. The secu-
rity guard knew that I was coming and pointed the way to the
elevator.

On the top floor I found only one door. It was opened by a
maid and I entered a beautiful, no, an elegant home. The maid
led me to a room which I can only describe as a parlor, where
I was greeted by my hostess. She was much older than I had ex-
pected based upon the telephone conversation and the fact
that she was the cousin of my acquaintance. She was wonder-
fully cordial and enjoyable company. She told me what little
she knew about her husband's work during the war. He had
been in politics during their married life, but had been some
sort of government executive during the war.

Later she offered to show me her husband's scrapbook. She
said that she thought only a few people had ever seen it. She
had seen it only once when her husband was alive, and even
then he had not talked much about it. When she inherited the
book she found it interesting but less so than many other
things relating to his life.

Somehow I felt like an intruder as I began to examine the
book. The very first thing was a photograph of President
Roosevelt sitting with a man. They had that look of having dis-
cussed something important. My hostess identified the man
with the president as her husband. The scrapbook also con-
tained many citations for exemplary service signed by the
Secretary of the Treasury and most interestingly by the Secre-
tary of Defense.

Then the impossible happened. We turned the album to a
page which included specimen examples of the four denomi-
nations of HAWAII notes from World War II. The specimens all
had zero serial numbers and had the word SPECIMEN boldly
stamped on the face of each piece. Unfortunately only the faces
showed because the notes were carefully glued to the pages. My
hostess noticed my surprise (how could she have helped not
to?). I explained that I had never seen specimens of these notes
outside of government control. (I was not even sure that I had
seen them there!) I even suggested that they might not be legal
to own.

Surprise understates my feelings when I turned to the next
page. We had spent a lot of time looking and discussing the two
facing pages with HAWAII notes. I just was not prepared for
what was on the next two pages. Sketches, trials, revisions,
proofs and more for the HAWAII notes. The overprints were in
various configurations other than what was finally adopted! It
was wonderful.

After all of this it was not possible to be more surprised but
the next two pages all but knocked me over. They were covered
with similar materials for a $2 HAWAII note! There has never
even been a rumor of such a note and there it was before my
eyes!

The most complete pieces were faces and backs with the ap-
propriate overprints as they appeared on other denominations.
It was not clear if these were uniface specimens or finished
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pieces because again they were glued to card stock which was
then further glued into the book. The card stock had quite a bit
of information written on it, in pencil mostly. In one corner
was the annotation "OK, F.G.C.S!' Obviously this was the ap-
proval of the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
F.G.C. Smiley. Another mark was an arrow pointing into a
scroll of the basic note with a question mark and the name
"Jean Huslee This was apparently the name of a technician or
artist of some kind.

Somehow I regained my composure enough to continue our
discussion. Unfortunately my hostess was not interested in
selling her husband's scrapbook. Well, I didn't exactly ask. She

did agree, however, that I could make a report for collectors of
what I had seen, although she requested anonymity.

I will be surprised if any numismatic discovery which I can
make will match this one for importance and interest. I will
certainly try to get our source to allow additional study of her
materials. In the meantime, if any collector has any additional
information about any aspect of this marvelous discovery, we
certainly would like to hear about it.

E.A. Write is a life member of the ANA, World War II Money Study
Circle, and is a past president of Numismatic Prevaricators Interna-
tional and a member of NUTS (NUmismatic Turmoil Society).

SPMC Annual Awards
The 1993 SPMC Awards will be presented at the Inter-

national Paper Money Show in Memphis, Tennessee, in
June 1993, as follows:

1. Nathan Gold Memorial Award. Established and for-
merly (1961-1970) presented by Numismatic News,
now by the Bank Note Reporter. Presented to a person
who has made a concrete contribution toward the ad-
vancement of paper money collecting. Recipients,
who need not be members of the SPMC, are chosen
by the Awards Committee.

2 Award of Merit. For SPMC member (or members)
who, during the previous year, rendered significant
contributions to the Society which bring credit to the
Society. May be awarded to the same person in
different years for different contributions. Recipients
to be chosen by the Awards Committee.

3. Literary Awards. First, second and third places.
Awarded to SPMC members for articles published
originally in Paper Money during the calendar year
preceding the annual meeting of the Society.

A. An Awards Committee member is not eligible for
these awards if voted on while he is on the com-
mittee.

B. Serial articles are to be considered in the year of
conclusion, except in case the article is a continua-
tion of a related series on different subjects; these
to be considered as separate articles.

C. Suggested operating procedures: The Awards
Committee chairman will supply each committee
member with a copy of the guidelines for making
awards. Using the grading factors and scoring
points which follow, each member will make his

selection of the five best articles published in the
preceding year, listing them in order of preference.
The lists will be tabulated by the chairman and the
winners chosen. A second ballot will be used to
break any ties.

D. Grading factors and scoring points:
a. Readability and interest—Is the article interest-

ingly written? (20 points) Is it understandable to
someone who is not a specialist in the field? (10
points) Would you study the article rather than
just scan through it? (10 points)

b. Numismatic information covered—In your
opinion, will the article be used by future students
as a reference source? (20 points) Has the author
documented and cross referenced his source ma-
terial? Give credit for original research and depth
of study. (20 points) Is the subject a new one, not
previously researched, or a rehash? If it presents a
new slant on an old subject, give proper credit.
(20 points)

The Dr. Glenn Jackson Memorial Award will be presented,
if someone qualifies. This award, open to any author in
any numismatic publication, is for an outstanding ar-
ticle about bank note essais, proofs, specimens and the
engravers who created them. This award, when
presented, consists of a certificate, which includes an en-
graving by American Bank Note Co.

The Julian Blanchard Memorial Exhibit Award will be
awarded for the outstanding exhibit of bank note essais,
proofs and specimens, including the possible relation-
ship to stamps.

The SPMC Best of Show Award is given for an outstanding
exhibit on any paper money-related subject.
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