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Some Counterfeits of the
CLIPPER SHIP AND SAILOR

CONFEDERATE NOTE
by BRENT HUGHES

A collector could spend a lifetime trying to find all of the
more than two hundred varieties of the Criswell Type 18
$20 Confederate note. At this late date he would be un-
likely to succeed.

William West Bradbeer did a remarkable job in listing
these varieties in his book Confederate and Southern State
Currency (1915) which was carried forward into Criswell's
Currency Series Volume 1 by the Criswell brothers Grover
and Clarence in 1957.

H OYER & Ludwig of Richmond, Virginia and J.T.
Paterson of Columbia, SC printed a total of 2,366,486
of the Type 18 note in 1861 and 1862. This enormous

issue was encouraged by a desperate Treasury Department
trying to get a medium of exchange into the hands of the
people. It is unfortunate that such a quantity was produced be-
cause the note has little artistic merit. The clipper ship and the
sailor at capstan are old vignettes with no particular sig-
nificance to the Confederacy. Charles Ludwig had them on
hand and simply inserted them into the same layout of let-
tering that he used for his Type 13 $100, Type 14 $50 and, with
minor changes, on his Type 17 $20 note. In this way he was
able to produce more notes in less time and enhance his
profits.

As might be expected, a lot of mistakes were made in this
outpouring, including misspelled worlds, inverted letters and
missing flourishes. Most varieties were created by the great
number of plate letters and plate letter-number combinations
that were required to keep the serial numbers as low as pos-
sible. A modern counterpart of this system is the one used by
some states for automobile license plates.

Compounding the problems of printing this note was a mili-
tary crisis in Richmond. Union forces were getting too close to
the Confederate capital in early 1862 and nervous Treasury
officials decided to move the currency production facilities to
Columbia, SC. Secretary Memminger was astounded when he
found that Hoyer & Ludwig had no intentions of leaving Rich-
mond. Memminger was so angry that he vowed never to give
Ludwig "another dime's worth of work" Hoyer & Ludwig sold
their Confederate government contracts to a Richmond jeweler
named J.T. Paterson who moved to Columbia and continued
production of Type 18. He added sixteen varieties of his own to
Ludwig's vast number. Incidentally, Secretary Memminger
cooled off later and continued to employer Hoyer & Ludwig on
various projects until March 1865, but he tried to keep it quiet.

With Type 18 notes all over the South it was inevitable that
counterfeiters would race to get their copies made. They did a
superb job, using the same lithographic stones that the govern-

ment contractors were using. Their products are still around
today and can be detected only by tiny flaws that I will point
out in the illustrations with this article.

One exception was a crude woodcut apparently made by a
Northern newspaper which wanted to publish a rebel note as
a souvenir for its readers. To accommodate its printing press,
the newspaper had to convert the woodcut to an electrotype
plate which became worthless after the newspaper was printed.
The publisher would obviously be pleased if someone dropped
by the next day offering to buy the plate. With the plate in his
possession, a counterfeiter could go to his local print shop and
order as many copies as he wanted. Some printers took no
chances on being arrested, so they added an inscription to one
of the margins of the note stating that it was a "facsimile rebel
note," knowing full well that a dishonest person could simply
trim the inscription off with scissors.

Although the crude woodcut should have fooled no one, we
know that it did because we find well-circulated "facsimiles"
floating around even today. Some of the copies with inscrip-
tion intact are also around today, much to the delight of col-
lectors who treasure them.

The lithographed counterfeits have one thing in common—
they are all very well done. In fact the workmanship is so good
that some of them must have been made in England or Scot-
land. The paper is excellent and the impressions are precise. It
is not unusual today to see these notes being sold as genuine.
The seller simply can't tell the difference. When I find such
notes I buy them if I need them for my collection because the
counterfeits are much scarcer than the genuine.

Phillip Chase, in his book Confederate Treasury Notes (1947),
and in subsequent articles in The Numismatist, described some
of the Type 18 counterfeits. I now understand why he had
difficulty, because the flaws in Type 18 copies are obscure. I
hope to make things easier by providing a detailed word
description of the genuine note, emphasizing those features
that counterfeiters had trouble with. These involve rigging lines
and hull contours of the clipper ship plus facial features and
clothing items of the sailor.
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Criswell Type 18—$20, September 2, 1861 issue. Clipper ship at center; sailor leaning on capstan at left; ornate "20" and 'XX" value
medallion at right end. Printer's legend at bottom center—Hoyer & Ludwig or I.T. Paterson.

THE GENUINE NOTE
The ship has a full complement of sails with many rigging lines. There are two flags or pennants on the top of
the foremast and one flag on the top of the mainmast. The deck line is curved and the hull is rendered in a closely
spaced group of lines making it appear almost black. The waves are choppy and another ship can be seen astern.

The sailor wears an unusual hat, has long hair and a full beard. His eye and lips are distinct. His left elbow
rests on the capstan with his left hand raised as if pointing at the ship vignette at center. His right hand and
forearm are resting on the capstan. His left foot rests on the base of the capstan while his right foot is on the deck.
Behind him is a large wooden barrel in front of which is a bale of cotton. The end of the bale has what appears
to be the letter "L" or the letters "LB", but these vary between stones and may be missing on some genuine notes.

The value medallion at right has "XX" in which the bottom serifs are separated by a vertical line. In one variety
this "XX" is inverted.

The signatures are written, of course, in brown ink and the serial numbers are written in bright red ink. Some
varieties have flourishes between "CONFEDERATE" and "STATES" at top center; others have no flourishes. The
shading under the large lettering varies and should not be considered as an indication of spuriousness if it is light
or dark.

The paper used for these notes is of low to medium quality; some has an oily look about it. In many cases
the paper used for the counterfeits is superior to the genuine, making me believe they were made in England
where many fine paper mills existed.
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COUNTERFEIT NOTES      

This counterfeit was printed with an electrotype plate made directly from a woodcut. It is printed on excellent
paper and is found with the "Fac-Simile Confederate Note inscription on a wide left margin or trimmed closely
all around. The signatures of E.H. Smith for Register and John Ott for Treasurer were copied from a genuine note
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with plate letter/number A25 and a serial number somewhere between 20901 and 46800, according to the Thian
Register. This note has a blank space for the serial number which could be written in if desired. This particular
copy may appear with a printed serial number or even with written signatures and serial number. It was easy to
remove data from an electrotype with a small chisel.

Obvious flaws are the straight deck line on the ship at center, lower waves, one flag on the foremast, heavy
shading lines and rigging and the typical crudeness inherent in woodcuts.

This is an excellent lithograph which is a quarter-inch wider vertically than the genuine note. The signatures are
unusual in that they are totally fictitious. No "David E. Brown" or "Samuel Wilson" was ever employed by the Con-
federate government to sign notes. The brown ink used looks good, as does the red ink used for the written serial
numbers.

The plate letters "B" look odd, as if they were put in after printing with a rubber stamp. No "B19" combination
is listed as a variety in the genuine note list.

Phillip Chase had one of these notes with fictitious signatures "S. White" and "James Scott" so the note may
exist with any number of fake signatures. Perhaps a counterfeiter with a strange sense of humor created notes with
signatures of all his friends (or enemies).

The major flaw in this note is found in the face of the sailor which is too plain and without a lip line. The
left hand is too wide and too light.

There are differences in the shading along the top parts of the mainsails which are obvious when compared
to the genuine note.

The most obvious flaw in this counterfeit is the joined "XX" at lower right in which the tiny dividing line on the
bottom serifs is absent. The deck line on the ship is straight rather than curved as on the genuine note and the
wave caps are indistinct.

There seem to be far too may flourishes under the words "CONFEDERATE" and "STATES" and the six flour-
ishes to the left of "AMERICA" are too much alike. The sailor's face is too dark, almost obscuring the beard, and
the top of the cotton bale is also too dark. There is a white gap in the shading next to the capstan above the
cotton bale.
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The written signatures of R. Hill, Jr. and R.M. Payne were carefully traced from a genuine note, but the written
serial number 75199 is too high. The Thian Register indicates that the genuine note with plate letter/number A26
and serial number 75199 was signed by E.H. Smith and T.C. Gale. Hill and Payne signed genuine notes with serial
numbers from 70901 to 71100 in the 70,000-80,000 group. We can assume therefore that the counterfeiter incor-
rectly believed that Hill and Payne had signed the entire 10,000 notes.
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This is an outstanding counterfeit except that the signatures were printed. The maker added e words "Fac Simile
Rebel Note" to the wide bottom margin from which it could and was easily trimmed off. The serial number space
was left blank.

Philip Chase lists this note as his #C2-131 and says that it is also found with written signatures. Chase points
out flaws as the two rigging lines from foremast to bow being too heavy and the deck house being aft of the
foremast.

There is a different eye and lip rendering and a definite ear on the sailor and the shading on the barrel is
too light.

This counterfeit was printed on excellent paper with a hard surface which produced very fine lines
throughout. The rendering of the sailor is outstanding with lines actually finer than on the genuine note.

This is the Chase #C2 -131 counterfeit from which the margin inscription "Fac Simile Rebel Note" was trimmed and
someone entered the serial number 73,303 in red ink. The note was then passed into circulation as genuine and
circulated for some time before being detected. The word "Counterfeit" was then written vertically on both sides
of the ship vignette in brown ink, apparently by an alert bank teller.

Few records were kept in the shadowy world of the counterfeiter, so we know almost nothing about the
people who did the engraving and printing of the notes, how many they made and if they passed them themselves
or hired others to do it. What did they buy and from whom? If the notes could talk we could get some interesting
answers, but as it is, we can only examine our notes and imagine what it was like in the hectic days of the Civil War.

Sources
Chase, Philip H. (1947). Confederate Treasury Notes, Philadelphia.	 Chase, Philip H., various articles in The Numismatist.
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110W TO DISPLAY
YOUR PRECIOUS NOTES

by RAPHAEL ELLENBOGEN

(leaving a margin) and assemble them
on a table, in the order of your display.

Purchase a frame of the size re-
quired. The author's frame measures
20" x30". They have plastic glass, or
cardboard backs and clip-on metal
frames. An art store will provide a
heavy paper backing in your color and
size. You can place descriptions below
appropriately positioned notes, held in
place by postage stamp hinges. It cer-
tainly will draw many comments from
your delighted friends, as your "collec-
tion" adorns the walls of your syn-
graphic den. ■
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T HERE is the inherent pride of
the "syngraphist" in his or her
collection which demands a

permanent display of these treasures.
Of course that is not practical or advis-
able, because of security reasons and
the eventual discoloration and deterio-
ration of valuable notes. There is, how-
ever, a method of displaying
magnificent large-size notes in their
original full color intaglio printing at
very low cost and no risk.

Secure "duplicate" Souvenir Cards
(issued by the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing) bearing your favorite notes
(in intaglio from the original master
dies). Carefully cut out the bills
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