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Few women in the world share the specialized talent of

ARMANDINA LOZANO

A T THE AGE of five Ar-
mandina Lozano was
fascinated with the en-

graved lines, lines that were
raised, lines that you could feel,
on the portraits of the bank
notes in her native Mexico.
These notes were printed from
intaglio-engraved steel plates at
American Bank Note Company
in the United States. Although
all hand-engraving that will be
impressed on paper is done in
intaglio, this word has an in-
dividual connotation and de-
mands respect when applied to
security engraving. El Banco de
Mexico, where Armandina
Lozano was employed from
1978 to 1982, now produces
their own bank notes. As one of
just a few female engravers cur-
rently engraving portraits for
paper money and other security
documents, Ms. Lozano now
practices her highly-skilled art
for American Bank Note
Company.

There are and have been fe-
male engravers who work in the
security-engraving world; how-
ever, all are or were letter or
script engravers. It was not until
this century that a few women
made their mark as security por-
trait engravers.

At her home in Los Angeles, Armandina Lozano told me that
from the instant she first placed the graver, the primary engraving
instrument, in the palm of her right-hand it felt completely nat-
ural. Engraving continues to be the passion that dominates the
life of this extraordinary artist who, like other security engravers,
must create her work in reverse.

Following her art studies in the United States and Mexico, in-
cluding work at the Escuela Nacional de Artes Visuales at the
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, Ms. Lozano was
sent to England and Italy by El Banco de Mexico to study secu-
rity engraving. She was one of four from 1,000 applicants to re-
ceive this honor. At Thomas de la Rue in London and the
Engraving School at La Banca de Italia in Rome she amazed her
instructors. After only three years Ms. Lozano was producing por-

traits that would take most ap-
prentice engravers an additional
two or three years to execute.

At her home, with a recording
of Claudio Arrau, one of her fa-
vorite pianists (and mine, too)
in the background, I took partic-
ular notice of two of her en-
graved portraits: Ernest
Hemingway and Ms. Lozano's
sister Orelia. The latter is an ar-
tistic expression of love for a
sister who is an archeologist and
designer of jewelry. The portrait
of her sister captures the beauty
which the camera could not do.
Beauty seems to be a family trait.
The Hemingway portrait was en-
graved for the U.S. Postal Service,
and appears on one of their
panels made for collectors.
Other subjects Armandina en-
graved for U.S. Postal panels in-
clude a female ice-skater, a male
ski jumper, four hockey players,
and sports legends Knute
Rockne and Lou Gehrig.

The portrait of Jenny Craig,
engraved for the company stock
certificate that bears the same
name, is one of Armandina's re-
cent security portraits. She con-
tinues to engrave additional
portraits for other stock certi-
ficates. The collecting of can-
celed bonds and stock certific-

ates continues to attract collectors. Consequently, within the next
year or two you should be able to purchase examples of her work
on stock certificates as they appear in the inventory of dealers
who specialize in these items.

Although other topics entered our conversations, engraving
was the paramount subject. The passion she has for this art form,
which can be traced to the mid-15th century age of Gutenberg,
becomes contagious. As one who studies the art of engraving, and
becomes excited when viewing excellent workmanship, I must
admit that I had trouble sleeping after studying the portraits of
Ernest Hemingway and Armandina's sister Orelia. Nevertheless,
we met the next day to continue our discussion of engraving.

Later, in an Italian restaurant, I was not surprised to discover
that Armandina was also fluent in Italian. Over dinner, among
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The portraits of Ernest Hemingway and Lou Gehrig were
engraved for U.S. Postal Panels.

Ms. Lozano considers this portrait of her sister Orelia as
one of her best engravings.

This handsome portrait of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, who
discovered California in 1542, was engraved by Arman-
dina Lozano in 1984.

other subjects, she spoke of the high standards demanded by
her multi-lingual parents whose ancestry can be traced to pre-
Moorish Spain. Armandina wears a gold ring that bears the
family crest.

During our last meeting we spoke about her other artistic en-
deavors. Armandina paints in all mediums. With one excep-
tion she had only photographs of her work; it seems her
paintings sell as fast as she creates them. Armandina feels that
some of her best work consists of a series of 12 bold paintings
of boxers. She was quick to say that she was not attracted to pu-

gilism because of the violence, but found an anatomical dia-
logue between the two figures that was a natural subject for her
canvas. I forgot to ask Armandina if she sculpts—she probably
does.

Armandina Lozano also practices in another artistic medium
she is called upon as an art director for films. Two of about six
films she has been associated with are Dolores Mission, done for
Universal Studios and the Minister's Wife, an independent
production. She could work in this capacity more than she
does, but her first love, engraving, commands the attention of
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a jealous lover. This prompted me to say to Armandina that in
my opinion most men would probably be intimidated by her.
I interpreted the blush that came over her face to be an affir-
mation.

Knowing of my background as a jazz trombonist, and as a
demonstration of her eclectic musical taste, Armandina
selected a recording of the legendary Miles Davis sextet as back-
ground for our last meeting. She was anxious to tell me that
within a few years she hopes to complete a series of engraved
portraits of some legendary jazz musicians.

I asked her how long it takes to engrave a portrait. The por-
traits for the U.S. Postal Service, she said, take less time than do
subjects for paper money and other security instruments. Por-

Armandina Lozano. She has engraved the principle portions of
bank notes for at least three foreign governments; and, as previ-
ously mentioned, stock certificates issued during the past ten
years can be attributed to Maney, as her friends call her.

As I left Armandina I noticed a book of Chopin Etudes on her
piano. Somehow I knew the answer would be yes when I asked
if she played piano. At one time she also studied dance. Arman-
dina Lozano is the consummate artist.

The apprenticeship for a security portrait engraver is about
ten years; Armandina completed her apprenticeship in less
time. She defied those, including some instructors, who said
she would never be accepted in the security engraving commu-
nity, an extremely specialized creative field that has historically

The shier and ce-shater were also engraved for U.S. Postal Panels.

traits for stock certificates and paper money, due to their com-
plexity, take longer to execute. Nevertheless, what takes most
engravers ten to twelve weeks to complete, this talented
woman often does in less time.

I was surprised when Armandina demonstrated how she
commences to engrave. From a photograph it is customary for
the engraver to make an outline-tracing of the subject to be en-
graved with a needle-like instrument onto a transparent sur-
face. These lines are filled with a red powder and the tracing is
placed on the plate, which has been covered with wax. The
image is now reversed. With a sharp point the engraver follows
the red lines to make contact with the plate. Etching acid se-
cures these lines while the rest of the plate is protected by the
wax. Armandina does not use powder; she merely presses the
outline onto the waxed surface. She also skips the etching acid
procedure. It is her opinion that the lines are cleaner if one
does not use etching acid. After the outline is made on the
plate, the wax is removed and she begins the detailed work of
engraving a variety of lines. These lines—some shallow, some
deep—are combined to create a three-dimensional effect. The
individual method adopted by Ms. Lozano probably reduces
the total engraving time by at least three days.

The United States priority and express mail postage stamps
reflect our need for rapid communication. Although only the
heads of the eagles on both are engraved, they are the work of

been dominated by men. She shares common traits with the
strong-willed nun, Juana Ines de la Cruz, who was born in
Mexico in 1651, and who expressed her feminine individuality
and that of other women through writing and poetry; her por-
trait was selected to grace the Mexican 1,000 peso in 1978, the
year Ms. Lozano began her engraving career with El Banco de
Mexico.

I would estimate there are about 30-45 security portrait en-
gravers in the world, and as stated previously, only a few are
women. Armandina Lozano is currently recognized as one of
the outstanding female portrait engravers, the only one to have
worked in the United States. Within this decade, among all
security engravers, she will be ranked as one of the best in the
world. ■
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