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	AN INDIA 	 OF

	

THE WHITE MA	Ns 	PAPER MO	 Ey By BOB COCHRAN

Most everyone knows about "Custer's Last Stand" Lt. Col.
George Armstrong Custer and some 225 soldiers of the
7th Cavalry Regiment were killed at the Battle of the
Little Bighorn, Montana Territory, on June 25, 1876. One
Indian who fought in the battle later recounted his ex-
periences and observations, and spoke of his contempt
for the "White Man's Money"

An Account of the Battle by a Cheyenne Warrior

D R. Thomas B. Marquis was a physician for the Chey-
enne Agency after the Indian Wars were over, and he
developed a keen interest in the Indians' view of the

battle. He became close friends with many of the warriors who
had been present, including one named "Wooden Leg"
Wooden Leg was a Northern Cheyenne who had participated
in much of the fighting, and he was among the Indians who
surrounded and killed Custer's group of about 40 soldiers. His
account of the day's activities, along with corroborating infor-
mation from other Indians present, were published in 1931, ba-
sically as a biography of Wooden Leg under the title A Warrior
Who Fought Custer. Although the references are brief, U.S. paper
money is mentioned several times, and it is hoped that the
readers will enjoy his comments. First, a review of the events
leading up to the Battle are in order.

Indians and Whites Collide in the
Northern Plains

The Northern Plains and Rocky Mountain region was home to
several great tribes of Indians in the 19th century. The Crows
had occupied the land first, then gave way to Teton Sioux and
Northern Cheyennes who migrated in the late 18th century
from what is now Minnesota. The Indians appreciated the vast
expanse of lands, and the buffalo and other abundant
resources were perfectly suited to their way of life.

Gold was discovered in the mountains of Idaho and western
Montana in the early 1860s, causing a rush of white men
seeking their fortunes. The settlers took steamboats up the Mis-
souri River or journeyed overland in covered wagons to reach
the mountains. The Indians harassed the settlers, causing
soldiers to be sent to the area in 1864. The end of the Civil War
created new momentum in the westward movement. The
Northern Pacific Railroad, coming from St. Paul, would cross
the northern part of the Indian lands; the Union Pacific Rail-
road, coming from Omaha, would follow the Platte River
across Nebraska on its way to meet with the Central Pacific
Railroad at Promontory Point, Utah in 1869.

The Bozeman Trail followed the North Platte River from the
northeast corner of Colorado up through the Laramie and Big-
horn Mountains until it reached Virginia City—running right
through the heart of the Indian land. The Bozeman Trail be-
came the most popular route to the gold fields, and three forts

(Reno, Phil Kearney and C.F. Smith) were established to pro-
tect it.

The Indian War

The Bozeman Trail and the forts infuriated the Indians, and
they began cutting off travel on the trail and bottled up the
soldiers in their crude forts. Red Cloud led the Teton Sioux in
several battles, and in December 1866 Crazy Horse lured 81
soldiers and civilians out of Fort Phil Kearney into an ambush
where they were all killed. The Army won later engagements,
but realized that the forts would have to be abandoned.

The Treaties of 1868

In 1868 treaty conferences were called at Fort Laramie and Fort
Rice, both in the Dakota Territory. Red Cloud signed a treaty at
Fort Laramie that created the Great Sioux Reservation, encom-
passing all of present day South Dakota west of the Missouri
River. The idea was to place the Sioux where they could be con-
trolled while they were furnished rations at agencies along the
Missouri River. However, not all of the Sioux wished to settle
on the reservation, so the government also created an area free
of whites, stretching from the western boundary of the reserva-
tion to the summit of the Bighorn Mountains. This was known
as the "unceded territory," and Indians who wished to live there
could do so. The government in effect surrendered in this
treaty, making Red Cloud the only Indian leader ever to win a
war against the United States.

Although Red Cloud led a faction, Sitting Bull was ac-
knowledged as the leader of the Sioux, and the government
was especially anxious to have him attend the treaty council at
Fort Rice. Father Pierre Jean DeSmet, along with an escort of In-
dians friendly to the whites, was sent to convince him to
attend—one of the escorts was a Hunkpapa Sioux named Run-
ning Antelope. Sitting Bull refused to attend the treaty council,
but he did send a representative. Running Antelope signed the
treaty at Fort Rice.



Lt. General Philip H. Sheridan, Civil
War hero and Commander of the Di-
vision of the Missouri.

General of the Army William T.
Sherman. He termed The Battle of the
Little Bighorn "an unnecessary
sacrifice."

Lt. Colonel George A. Custer. His rank of Major
General was an honorary one, bestowed during the
Civil War.
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Sitting Bull and the "Non-Treaties"

A large group of Indians, consisting of 3,000 Sioux and 400
Cheyenne, led by Sitting Bull, refused to recognize the treaty or
settle on the reservation. They occupied the unceded territory
and followed their old ways, and were referred to as the "non-
treaties:' These Indians were allowed to move freely between
the reservation and the open land, enjoying their hunting in
the summer and the comfort and rations of the agency in the
winter. They sometimes strayed from the unceded territory, at-
tacking settlements along the Platte River and in the Montana
Territory. While they were on the reservation they created prob-
lems for the agency officials and were a disruptive influence on
the Indians who had permanently settled there.

The government evidently expected the Indian problem to
solve itself over time; as the buffalo disappeared, the Indians
would have no choice except to settle on the reservation and
obtain food and other supplies through the agencies. Also, the
government never considered the "unceded territory" as a per-
manent solution. Ulysses S. Grant was President at this time,
and two of his more famous military associates in the Civil War
were directly involved with him in the Indian situation—
General William T. Sherman was Commander of the Army, and
Lt. General Philip Sheridan was in charge of the Military Divi-
sion of the Missouri (a vast area that covered the Great Plains
from Mexico to Canada). As early as 1870 Sherman wrote to
Sheridan "I suppose we must concede the Sioux the right to
hunt from the Black Hills . . . but the ultimate title is regarded
as surrendered!' However, pressure on the Sioux hunting
grounds by white settlers increased quicker than the supply of
buffalo diminished, and another event forced the govern-
ment's hand.

Gold Discovered on the Great Sioux Reservation

The Black Hills were originally part of the Great Sioux Reserva-
tion, but when gold was discovered in the Black Hills in 1875,
white prospectors and other settlers began to ignore the treaty
and the reservation boundaries. The U.S. Government initially
tried to hold back the prospectors, and they also attempted to
purchase the Black Hills from the Indians. Sitting Bull was still
looked upon as the Indian's leader, but he steadfastly refused to
honor the treaty or sell the land.

Grant, Sherman and Sheridan decided this was an opportu-
nity to move against the "non-treaties:' In December 1875 the
government notified all of the Indians in the unceded territory
to report to the Indian agencies by January 31, 1876, or be cap-
tured and brought in by the Army. The "non-treaties" refused,
and this brought about Custer's mission.

The Battle of the Little Bighorn

The Sioux Indians participating in the Battle of the Little Big-
horn were Tetons. The Tetons were made up of seven different
tribes, including the Hunkpapas. The chief of the Hunkpapa
Sioux was Sitting Bull, and he was regarded as the "supreme"
chief of all the Indians who fought Custer. Other Sioux leaders
included Rain-in-the-Face of the Hunkpapas and Crazy Horse
of the Oglalas; among the Cheyenne leaders were Dull Knife
and Lame White Man.

Custer and his troops, the Seventh Cavalry Regiment, serving
under Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry, left Fort Abraham Lin-
coln in the Dakota Territory on May 17, 1876. According to
SPMC member Forrest Daniel, a paymaster accompanied the
troops at least a day's ride from the fort, for the purpose of
giving them two months' pay, in U.S. paper money (some ac-
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counts indicate that most of the pay was in fractional cur-
rency). The purpose of paying the troops after they left the fort
was so that they would not have the opportunity to get drunk
before leaving on their mission. Between this point and the
battle, the troops had no chance to use the currency, except
among themselves.

The Battle of the Little Bighorn was fought over a period of
several days. Custer's troops were spread out, under several
company commanders; one officer who made his last stand
with Custer was his brother, Captain Tom Custer. After all the
soldiers were dead, the Indians spent some time looking them
over:

One of the dead soldier bodies attracted special attention. This was
one who was said to have been wearing a buckskin suit. I had not
seen any such soldier during the fighting. When I saw the body it
had been stripped and the head was cut off and gone. Across the
breast was some writing made by blue and red coloring into the
skin. On each arm was a picture drawn with the same kind of blue
and red paint. One of the pictures was of an eagle having its wings
spread out. [Wooden Leg was describing tatoos.] Indians told me
that on the left arm had been strapped a leather packet having in it
some white paper and a lot of the same kind of green picture-paper
found on all of the soldier bodies. Some of the Indians guessed that
he must have been the big chief of the soldiers, because of the buck-
skin clothing and because of the paint markings on his breast and
arms. [This was the body of Captain Tom Custer.]

The Indians continued searching the soldiers' bodies, looking
for weapons, ammunition and other spoils.

I took a folded leather package from a soldier having three stripes
on the left arm of his coat. It had in it lots of flat pieces of paper
having pictures or writing I did not then understand. The paper was
of green color. I tore it all up and gave the leather holder to a Chey-
enne friend. Others got packages of the same kind from other dead
white men. Some of it was kept by the finders. But most of it was
thrown away or was given to boys, for them to look at the pictures.

Major Marcus A. Reno was Custer's second-in-command, and
his troops were embattled on a bluff overlooking the river,
some five miles from where Custer fell. The Indians forced him
into this position on June 25, and also attacked the following
morning; Wooden Leg participated in this action. The troopers
had been pinned-down for some time, and on the morning of
June 26 several of them made their way down the gulches to
the river in an attempt to get water. Wooden Leg shot one of the
soldiers (named Tanner), who fell into the water and died. Two
Sioux Indians reached the body first, but they agreed that
Wooden Leg had killed him and allowed him to choose what-
ever he wanted of the man's belongings:

I searched into the man's pockets. In one I found a folding knife
and a plug of chewing tobacco that was soaked and spoiled. In an-
other pocket was a wad of the same kind of green paper taken from
the soldiers the day before. It too was wet through. I threw it aside.
In this same pocket were four white metal pieces of money. I knew
they were of value in trading, but I did not know how much was
their value. In later times I have learned they were four silver
dollars. A young Cheyenne there said: "Give the money to me." I did
not care for it, so I gave it to him. He thanked me and said: "I shall
use it to buy for myself a gun!' I do not remember now his name,
but he was a son of One Horn. A Sioux picked up the wad of green
paper I had thrown upon the ground. It was falling to pieces, but he
began to spread out some of the wet sheets that still held together.
Pretty soon he said, This is money. This is what white men use to
buy things from the traders!' I had seen much other paper like it
during the afternoon before. Wolf Medicine had offered to give me

a handful of it. But I did not take it. I already had thrown away
some of it I had found. But even after I was told it could be used for
buying things from the traders, I did not want it. I was thinking
then it would be a long time before I should see or care to see any
white man trader.

Wooden Leg later surrendered at the White River Agency, at
Fort Robinson, Nebraska. The Indians were provided with
basic necessities at the agency, but they were regarded as gifts.
Wooden Leg was given blankets, clothing and different kinds
of food. The other Indians already at the Fort gave him some
additional items, one which proved to be quite ironic:

I received other gifts. An Oglala Sioux presented me with a medi-
cine pipe, the first one I had owned since the loss of mine when the
soldiers burned out our forty lodges on lower Powder River. A
Cheyenne young man gave me a wad of paper money like I had
seen at the time of the great battle. He said: "You can buy things at
the trader's store with this paper" I put it into my pocket. After a
while I got a Sioux young man friend to go with me to the agency
trader's store. I took out my money and gave it all to the trader. He
counted it over and over. Then he asked me, in Sioux speech:
"Where did you get all of this money?" My young Sioux friend
quickly answered, "He got it from Custer" The trader said to me,
'The soldiers are going to hang you!' This startled me at first, but
both he and my Sioux friend laughed, so I knew he was only joking.

Common marker used for unknown soldiers
who died in The Battle of the Little Bighorn.
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For the $5 silver certificate, Series of 1899, it was decided that the photograph of Running Antelope was asymmetrical. They
posed an employee of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing wearing a war bonnet, and transposed it onto the image of Run-
ning Antelope for the engraving by G.F. C. Smillie.

Alexander Gardner photograph of Running Antelope.
(Photo courtesy Smithsonian Office of Anthropology)

I got first a red and yellow shirt. Then I got some breeches that fitted
me much better than the pair that I had been given by the agency
people. I picked out a fine red blanket, a hat and a big silk scarf. I
got plenty of tobacco. I bought coffee, sugar, meat and other things.
I did not want all of the goods I bought, but the trader kept telling
me of what I ought to have. After each time he brought me what I
asked for, he took from the money some part of it. I kept on

choosing some other articles until the trader said: "Your money is
all gone

Epilogue

Custer achieved immortality at this battle, but so too, in a way,
did the Indians who defeated him—one is honored on U.S. cur-
rency. As most collectors know, Running Antelope was depict-
ed on the U.S. $5 silver certificate of 1899. These notes were
issued from 1900 to 1926, and they are among the most
popular of all U.S. paper notes. However, due to an error, the
true identity of the Indian appearing on this note was hidden
for nearly 70 years. Forrest W. Daniel's 1969 article in PAPER
MONEY magazine uncovered the truth.

As described by Mr. Daniel, Running Antelope (Indian trans-
lation Ta-t6-ka-in"-yanka) was photographed by Alexander
Gardner during his visit to Washington in 1872. The photo-
graph was intended for the files of the Bureau of Ethnology, to
show the physical characteristics of various Indian tribes. The
photograph was labeled Oncpapa 2", a variation of the now-ac-
cepted spelling of "Hunkpapa' When the photograph was
chosen as the model for the vignette on the note, the feathers
were deemed too tall to make the portrait symmetrical. A war
bonnet was borrowed from the National Museum and an em-
ployee of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing posed in it.

The vignette engraver, G.F.C. Smillie, when adapting the por-
trait of Running Antelope with the war bonnet, inadvertently
labeled the portrait "Onepapa"; this was the name given to the
Indian until Mr. Daniel reported the true facts.
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