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Series of 1902 date back, charter 7196 of Halstad: one of only three Blue Seal Series 1902 $50s reported to date for this state.
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Series of 1929 Types I and II

The high denomination type II notes are somewhat un-
common. Only one bank, The Winona National Savings Bank
(charter 10865), issued these. Perhaps a dozen each of the $50s
and $100s are available to collectors.

The problem with collecting any state with many national
banks of issue—Pennsylvania, Texas, California, and others—is

finding an affordable method to create something interesting
enough and challenging enough to make collecting worth-
while. One method is collecting by type and variety. If Min-
nesota is typical of the big note-issuing states, there are some
surprising type rarities waiting to be identified. After all, what
Minnesota collector would expect that only two Series of 1875
$1s and one Series of 1875 $20 would have shown up after all
these years? ■

By ARNOLD M. COWAN

N 1863 and 1864 the Confederate States of America
(CSA) issued fifty-cent notes. These notes were engraved
by Archer and Halpin of Richmond, Virginia, the same

printer who produced CSA postage stamps. In fact, the same
vignette of Jefferson Davis that was used on the stamps was
used in an enlarged version on the 50-cent note.

One unusual factor about these notes was that the
authorizing signatures were printed instead of handwritten.
This took a great burden off Register Robert Tyler and Treasurer
E.C. Elmore. The serial numbers were also rubber stamped
rather than written. This was also done on the 1864 $500, $100
and $50 bills. The $20, $10, $5, $2 and $1 continued to use
handwritten serial numbers.

The exception to this innovation concerning the stamped
serial numbers on the 1864 50-cent note are two notes in my
collection with handwritten serial numbers. The ink color and
style seem contemporary to the issuance of the bills. The
calligraphic nature of the writing tells me a quill pen was
probably used. Note the bottoms of the 2 and the 3.

These bills are both Type 72, Criswell 579. Both are Second
Series with an "F" and an "I" serial letter. The numbers however
are consecutive: 2134 and 2135. I acquired them many years
apart and from different sources. Why were they handwritten?
How could the numbers be consecutive?

We can speculate they were on two separate uncut sheets and
that one of the sheets was marked 2134 and the next was all
marked 2135. Maybe the numbering was horizontal on a nine
note sheet so that "F' was at the bottom of the middle column
and "I" was to the right in the last column. If the numbering was
horizontal then "I" would come after "E" Obviously what is
needed is more information.

If any of the readers can contribute information about this
unusual script serial number on CSA 50-cent currency, it is
requested that they write to me at 35 Vista del Golfo, Long
Beach, CA 90803.


