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Some Troublesome

C onfederate
ounterfeits

by BRENT HUGHES

S
 OME counterfeits of Confederate notes caused more

problems than others. Some of the more serious, from
the standpoint of damage to the confidence of the peo-

ple, were the lithographed copies and, to a lesser extent, the
woodcut versions of the $100 note dated September 2, 1861
printed by Hoyer & Ludwig of Richmond, Virginia. We know
this note today as Criswell Type 13 2Slaves Loading Cotton
Bales on Wagon; Sailor Leaning on Anchor at left." A total of
607,227 of these notes were printed, representing a face value
of $60,722,700 to a beleagured Confederate Treasury in
desperate need of cash to pay its bills.

Unfortunately the crudeness of the genuine notes en-
couraged counterfeiters to copy them and they responded in
such volume that the genuine notes had to be recalled; a
serious move at that time.

Dr. Douglas Ball told us in the August 1978 issue of the Bank
Note Reporter that the genuine note features old style vignettes,
the sailor of unknown origin and the wagon scene being a
product of Draper, Toppan, Longacre & Company used on
some railroad notes as far back as 1837.

The need for paper money was so great at the time this note
was printed that we can well imagine that as soon as Hoyer &
Ludwig printed the sheets they were rushed over to the
Treasury Department to be signed, numbered and cut apart for
issue. I have one note that may show evidence of this haste. The
autographs of R.J. Delony and J.W. Jones are blurred as if the
brown ink had been applied to wet paper. The red ink used for
the serial number 27843 is sharp, as if the sheet of notes dried
before it was written in.

Dr. Ball also informed us in the December 1978 issue of the
same publication that counterfeits of this note showed up in
quantity at Atlanta and in the area from Montgomery, Alabama
to Colombia, South Carolina. Reports from bankers led Secre-
tary of the Treasury Christopher Memminger to issue a circular
letter advising that Hoyer & Ludwig's $20, $50 and $100 notes
had been counterfeited in such quantities that the Confederate
government had no choice except to recall them. In exchange
for the genuine notes the government would issue $100 interst-
bearing notes at 7.30% and 90-day 6 % recall certificates.

The receipt of this circular caused merchants, bankers and
even tax officers to refuse to accept the notes, creating a mild
panic among the citizens. The turmoil led Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury Phillip Clayton to go south to look into the
matter. Treasury investigators traced the point of issue to Mont-
gomery and identified the counterfeiters as a man named
George Payne and his three sons. When the case came to court
it was revealed that the Paynes had passed a million dollars
worth of counterfeit notes into circulation.

To compound the problem caused by the Paynes and their
lithographed counterfeits, other copies were also placed into
circulation. These were the now famous Sam Upham "facsim-
iles" with printed or forged signatures along with printed or
written serial numbers. Upham's advertisement had been
trimmed off the bottom edge and the notes saw wide circula-
tion as evidenced by the well-worn specimens around today.

Even though Upham's printer used electrotype plates made
from crude woodcuts, the uninformed public was still vic-
timized by smugglers and other sharpies who were all over the
south at the time. The original woodcuts had been created by
newspaper artists and there is evidence that the electrotypes
were available to anyone with the purchase price. Thus it is very
difficult today to make flat statements that a particular counter-
feit note was printed and sold by Sam Upham because mul-
tiple electrotypes made from the same woodcut would, of
course, be exactly alike.

In this study the various counterfeits of Type 13 are
presented in no particular sequence because it is impossible to
tell which came first. Since the genuine notes were litho-
graphed, the counterfeits made by the same process are shown
first, followed by Upham's products combined with similar
notes possibly issued by his competitors.

Identification of the various counterfeits centers on the two
vignettes and the number of flourishes under the large "OF" at
right center. Philip Chase, in his 1947 book Confederate Treasury
Notes, pointed out significant clues for examining the vignettes.
He used side-by-side comparisons of the sailor vignette to
compare the counterfeit to the genuine note.

On the genuine note the facial hair and expression of the
eyes are portrayed in ways not easily copied. The sailor's belt is
described as "almost black" with a distinct buckle; some coun-
terfeits show a white belt with a blurred buckle. Chase found a
large stone and a small one between the sailor's feet. This point
is a matter of perception, I suppose, because under magnifica-
tion I find three stones with a lack of shading behind the first
and second stones; some people see the white area as a fourth
stone. Our illustrations show an enlargement of these rocks so
the reader can see the problem.

Chase also examined the center vignette and counted the
spokes on the rear wheels of the wagon. Chase found seven
spokes showing on the left wheel but failed to mention that the
right wheel had fifteen spokes. These spokes are more visible
on light-impression notes than on darker ones. Counterfeiters
were careless in this detail and the number of spokes varied
with the artist.

There are other differences that will be pointed out in the fol-
lowing descriptions of the counterfeit notes. Readers who have
any of the last three counterfeits as described by Chase or any
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counterfeits not listed in this article are invited to correspond
with me at 781 Seay Road, Inman, South Carolina 29349. I will
be happy to supply sharp photocopies of any of my counter-
feits in exchange for yours. Incidentally, in making copies on
the typical order, it is beneficial to make the copies on the
"lighter" side of the contrast control. This will drop out soil
marks and other defects and show more details of the actual
printed design. Copiers vary by manufacturer and age so a bit
of experimenting is in order. You may find that careful use of a
pencil eraser will also eliminate unwanted marks from your
photocopies after which you can often replace lines with a
sharp pencil. To preserve your original copy, run it through the
copier a second time at normal exposure. In most cases the
results will be quite pleasing and create a good illustration for
publication.

The $100 face value of Type 13 made it a popular target for
the counterfeiter because it cost him no more to make a $100
bill than it did to make a $10. As a result there were many other
lithographed counterfeits that I do not have in my collection.
Philip Chase described three of them in his "New Findings" ar-
ticle in the October 1951 issue of The Numismatist. Unfor-
tunately Chase did not picture the entire notes but did
illustrate the differences in the sailor vignettes. He described
the three notes as follows:

#C4-138: Plate letter-numbers A4 and A8, well-executed, one-
quarter inch shorter than the genuine note. The vignettes are clear
and sharp. The serial number on one note is much too high, being
76410.

#C5-138: Same design as #C4-138 except that flourishes are present
between "CONFEDERATE" and "STATES" Plate letter-number is A2.
Same size but not quite as well executed as #C4-138. The lathe work
in the lower right value medallion is poor.

#C6-138: Same design as #C4-138 except that the tablet above the
sailor's head is more heavily ornamented around the lettering than
is the tablet on the genuine note. Lines appear heavier and give the
note an overall darker appearance. The signatures are obvious for-
geries and not in agreement with serial numbers listed in the Thian
Register.

Some of the counterfeiters were fast on their feet. They were
either very competent printers or employed engravers and
printers who were skilled. The use of the heavy lithograph
stones required heavy presses and therefore substantial floors
under them. Most likely the counterfeiters used print shops in
small isolated towns where there was little chance of being dis-
covered by Treasury detectives. Like other things in short
supply, printing paper and ink could be purchased on the
flourishing black market.

The genuine note: Criswell Type 13—Slaves Loading Cotton Bales on Wagon; Sailor Leaning on Anchor at left.

On the center vignette, note that seven spokes are visible on the left rear wheel of the wagon while the right wheel has fifteen
spokes. On the vignette of the sailor, note the facial expression and haircut which features sideburns and no beard. The face and hands
are shaded as are the sails of the ship in the background. The sailor's belt is almost black and the belt buckle is distinct. There are what
appear to be three stones between his feet but omitted shade lines behind them make them appear to be a large stone and a small one.

The serial number is written in bright red ink while the signatures are medium to dark brown. There are four flourishes under the
word "OP' at right center. Flourishes under the other words vary, depending upon the location of the center vignette.



/al/ //i777r,
itte1/44{17y/i/

Page 58
	 Paper Money Whole No. 158

Sam Upham was a Philadelphia storekeeper who bought his
first electrotype plate from a local newspaper after it had run
the "rebel" note in one of its editions. Sam noticed that there
was heavy demand for the paper and asked a customer about
it. When he was told that "everyone wanted the rebel note as a
souvenir" and Sam was not able to get any more papers to sell,
he went into the "facsimile" business. He sold thousands of
such notes while he pretended that none of them were being
passed off as counterfeits.

People look at the crude woodcut designs today and wonder
how anyone could have been careless enough to believe they
were genuine Confederate notes. Nevertheless they did circu-
late and cause great concern in Richmond. President Jefferson
Davis, Treasury Secretary Memminger and some Congressmen
denounced Upham; Sam said in 1874 that Davis had offered a
reward of $10,000 for his "corpus, dead or alive' This may have
been a fantasy on Upham's part but we do know that his
products caused great harm to the southern economy.

These details of the genuine note are the principal ones to check if you suspect a note might be counterfeit.

1. Examine the stones between the sailor's feet. Counterfeiters tended to get careless in rendering the shape and number of these.

2. Count the spokes in the rear wheels of the wagon. There are seven spokes visible on the left wheel and fifteen on the right
wheel.

3. There are four flourishes under the word "OF- at right center.

Also study carefully the facial expression of the sailor. Counterfeiters had difficulty with this particular detail.
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This is the lithographed counterfeit designated #C1-138 by Philip Chase. The plate letter is "A" The serial number written in red ink is
2098; the written signatures in brown ink appear to be "L. Mormon" and "LB. Cohen" and are completely fictitious. Nothing similar
to them appears in the lists of authorized signers in the Titian Register. This is a very deceptive counterfeit even though it is smaller in
both dimensions than the genuine note. It is also slightly shorter in length than Chase #C2-138. The workmanship is so good that some
scholars believe these notes were made in England.

The right wagon wheel shows twelve spokes instead of the fifteen on the genuine note. There are four distinct stones between the
sailor's feet and his belt is white with a distinct buckle. There are four flourishes under "OF" at right center as on the genuine. The
shading of the ground under the left wheel of the wagon is sharp-pointed and distinct while the genuine note shows softer points and
softer shading.

This is the lithographed counterfeit designated #C2-138 by Philip Chase. The plate letters are "Al:' the serial number 1071 is written in
red ink and the signatures are written in medium brown ink. The paper is very good with some crispness still present and may have
been made in England. It is essentially the same plate as #C1-138 but is slightly shorter, which may have been caused by dampness at
some point. The white belt is the most obvious flaw, leading most collectors to call it by that name.
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This excellent, lithographed counterfeit has beautifully-forged written signatures of C.C. Thayer and Jno. Ott in medium brown ink.
The serial number is written in red ink and appears to be 12797 although it is partially obscured by the right "COUNTERFEIT' stamping.
The Thian Register indicates that the genuine note with this serial number was signed by E.L. Massie and 1-I. Kepler. The note bears plate
letters "Ar but we know that it was also printed with "A" and "AG!' Other combinations may exist also.

There are eight spokes visible on the left wagon wheel; fifteen on the right. The spokes are quite distinct but the cotton bales on
the ground are muddy. There are three stones between the sailor's feet and his eyes are quite dark. The anchor touches the left border
line but on other notes it may not.

This counterfeit was detected by a bank or depository teller and marked with a rubber stamp four times, working from left to right.
The first stamping is heavy with black ink, the second somewhat less and the third and fourth progressively lighter. Somehow the note
survived the war and entered the collector market.
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This is a typical S.C. Upham product printed with an electrotype plate made from a woodcut. Everything is printed including the serial
number 15049 AG and the signatures of C.C. Thayer and Jno. Ott. A check of the Thian Register shows that the genuine note bearing
this serial number was in fact signed by Thayer and Ott which indicates that the woodcut artist used the genuine note as his model.

Being a woodcut, the copy is utterly different from the genuine but we will use our reference points anyway. The left wheel on the
wagon shows ten spokes; the right wheel shows fourteen. The sailor's face is white without shading and there are only two stones be-
tween his feet. There are three flourishes under "OF" at right center plus an obvious blemish at the left end of one flourish, possibly
where the artist's burin slipped and dug into the wood.

Upham's advertisement is in large italic lettering on the bottom margin, located where it could be easily trimmed off
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This is the same Upham product with his inscription trimmed off and passed into circulation. Stains on the back show that the note
was folded three times and carried in a leather wallet for some time.

The note has been expertly restored without removing the stains and thus exists today as evidence that Upham's notes were ac-
cepted by many southerners as genuine, causing great harm to the victims.

This Sam Upham product is different only in the blank serial number space and the printed signatures which appear to have been
printed separately. Note that the bottom stroke of the large "C" in the Thayer signature stops on the border line rather than extending
below it Upham gave his customers what they ordered and he may have had a request for notes with printed signatures but blank
spaces in which the customer could write his own serial numbers. Such counterfeits would obviously be easier to pass because each
note would have its own unique serial number. To fill this order (some were quite large), Upham may have made a separate electrotype
plate of the signatures only and thus could custom-make whatever was required.

His inscription is in small block letters on the bottom edge but again was printed where it could be trimmed off
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This note appears to be an Upham product on which someone wrote in the serial number 7070 in red ink. The printing plate was made
from the same woodcut as Upham's known products as seen by the flaw near the flourishes under "OF" at right center. Since C.C. Thayer
and Jno. Ott signed genuine notes with serial numbers from 1 through 7,800, the person who wrote in 7070 may have had genuine
note 7,000 in his possession and worked up from there. He would have ended up with a pack of one hundred counterfeits with con-
secutive serial numbers. Such notes would have looked more authentic than the same number of notes with the same serial number.

This note was printed with an electrotype plate made from the same woodcut as the Upham notes which bear his inscription on the
bottom edge. It may have been produced by a competitor since the inscription "Fac-Simile Counterfeit Note" appears on the left margin
and Upham never mentioned that he used such an inscription.

The signatures are printed but the serial number 4504 was written in dark brown ink. Since we know that the genuine note with
this serial number was signed by R.M. Payne and R. Hill, Jr. we know immediately that the note is spurious.
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This note is known to some collectors as the "one-eyed sailor" because his right eye seems to be missing or at least injured. It is very
similar to Upham's copy but differs in a number of ways. There are only two flourishes under the "OF" and the blemish is missing. The
spoke count is the same as Upham's products but the left bale on the ground is different in shape and is more evenly shaded. The round
flourish near the "A" at right is rotated to be open at the top rather than on the right side. The note shows signs of circulation even
though no serial number was ever entered.

In today's market collectors seek Upham notes with his ad-
vertisement intact on the bottom edge and are willing to pay
more than for a note that has been trimmed. The early Upham
products were printed on poor paper and show up today in tat-
tered condition. After the Union officials found out what he
was doing, the quality of his paper improved considerably and
many scholars suspect that Uncle Sam may have become a
silent partner to Upham. Some of this paper was made in Eng-
land, seized by the blockade fleet and auctioned in Philadel-
phia. It ended up at Sam Upham's printer and made it possible
for today's collectors to find some Upham notes in excellent
condition. Upham's operation is one of the most fascinating
aspects of collecting today.

Collectors believe that all of the electrotype versions based
on crude woodcuts have been unearthed but there may be
other lithographed counterfeits somewhere waiting to be dis-
covered. The search goes on because in this hobby one never
knows what might turn up. The collection of contemporary
Confederate counterfeits is a growing hobby that offers a fertile
field for further research.

Sources:
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