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Paper Money Whole No. 157

WILLIAM R. KING
As Seen on the Northern Bank of

Alabama $5 Note
by BOB COCHRAN

H ERE is one explanation of the portrait on the left side
of the $5 note issued by the Northern Bank of
Alabama at Huntsville (Rosene 134-4). This man is

William R. King, who was one of the two men elected to be one
of Alabama's first U.S. Senators. It is interesting to note that the
other man elected was John W. Walker, of Huntsville. The
election was conducted under a "gentlemans' agreement," in
that one of the senators was to come from south Alabama, the
other from north Alabama. King was from south Alabama.
Why did the bank choose to use his portrait on their notes

instead of Walker's? One theory: Walker faded into history,
while King was later Vice-President of the United States under
Franklin Pierce. It's a good possibility that the bank note
engraving firm of Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co., which
produced the plates, could furnish an engraving of King's
likeness quicker and cheaper than that of Walker.
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HIS DISTINGUISHING MARK

One day a big city bank received the following message from
one of its country correspondents: "Pay twenty-five dollars to
John Smith, who will call today' The cashier's curiosity became
suspicious when a cabman assisted into the bank a drunken
"fare," who shouted that he was John Smith and wanted some
money. Two clerks pushed, pulled and piloted the boisterous
individual into a private room away from the sight and hearing
of regular depositors. The cashier wired the country bank:

"Man claiming to be John Smith is here. Highly intoxicated.
Shall we await identification?"

The answer read: "Identification complete. Pay the money"

BANK COUNTER ROBBER

An Englishman named Galoway was arrested in Paris on the
sixth of last February for an ingenious crime. He was well
dressed and carried a gold-headed cane, and was caught pock-
eting 600 pounds in bank notes which did not belong to him.
For some time the Paris police had been trying to find out how
large numbers of bank notes disappeared from the counters of
several banking establishments in Paris. The notes always
vanished as the clerk was counting them, and their disappear-
ance was the more remarkable as no stranger was ever noticed
near the bundle. But on the sixth of February two detectives no-
ticed a man at a desk several yards away from the clerk who was
counting notes. Apparently he was very busy with some calcu-
lations, and on the desk lay his gold-knobbed cane, with the
ferrule under Galoway's hand. The detectives were surprised to
notice a spring issue from the gold handle of the cane and tuck
itself into the band round a parcel of notes, which were then
quietly drawn toward Galoway.
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