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Tales of the Secret Service
THOMAS BALLARD,

GENIUS COUNTERFEITER
BRENT HUGHES

The U.S. Secret Service was established on July 5, 1865
with William P. Wood as its first chief. Initially his staff
consisted of ten agents, or "operatives" as they were
called, who succeeded in arresting about 200 counter-
feiters a year, but Wood himself turned out to have major
problems. In 1869 his resignation was "requested" and
the agency was placed under the leadership of Herman
C. Whitley.

The new chief moved his headquarters to New York
where he and his men arrested 1,200 counterfeiters
during Whitley's first three years. They could thereby
claim that they had broken the back of America's massive
counterfeiting industry before Whitley left his post
in 1874.

0 NE of the highlights of Whitley's five year tenure was
his successful battle with the notorious Ballard fam-
ily, led by the eldest son Thomas. The case was a

classic which had all the elements of a suspense novel.
The Ballard parents had both come from good Boston fami-

lies. They had five sons—Thomas, John, William, Benjamin and
George. The father was a superb artist with the unusual occupa-
tion of "carriage painter" It was he who provided the final touches
to the elegant horsedrawn carriages that had been custom made
for wealthy New Yorkers. Ballard designed and applied the or-
nate monograms, fancy stripes and scrollwork, sometimes in
pure gold leaf. The craft required great talent, imagination, in-
telligence and the ability to converse with demanding customers.
Thomas Ballard would prove to have all of these qualities in
abundance as he followed his father into the same work.

The father taught each son the basics of his profession but
none ever approached the skill of Thomas. No one knew it at
the time but Thomas would eventually be called a genius in many
fields including chemistry, metallurgy, electricity, photography,
paper making and, of course, steel plate engraving. At first he was
content to stripe carriages but, even though he was making good
money, he seemed to be always short of enough funds to satisfy
his needs. He was eighteen years old and already a master
craftsman working for Henry Hinman, a carriage builder with
a factory at 48 Lower Broadway, New York City.

Hinman was the uncle of the wife of a shrewd operator named
Joshua D. Miner who earned a fine living by supplying sand and
gravel to the city of New York. Miner was an excellent politician,
knew all the city fathers well and appeared to be the most re-
spectable of men. But his wealth came from a carefully concealed
source—he was up to his ears in the counterfeiting of U.S.
currency.

Miner happened to be in Hinman's factory one day inspecting
his new carriage that Tom Ballard was finishing. He watched in

awe as Ballard's talented hands painted the elaborate JDM mono-
gram on the carriage door. What a fine engraver this young man
could be, he thought. He made such a suggestion to Tom, who
instantly took Miner up on his offer to send him to engraving
school. A few months later the clever Miner had his own skilled
engraver ready to do his bidding.

Miner was an associate of the notorious Harry Cole, and Tom
Ballard was soon urged to try his hand at making a plate for
printing counterfeits of the $1 U.S. Treasury Note. It was a good
first effort so he was allowed to cut a plate for the $2 note of the
National Shoe and Leather Bank of New York City. Talent will
out, as they say, and Tom soon moved up to make plates for $10
bills of some National Banks of Poughkeepsie, NY.

Miner and his distributor, Harry Cole, were delighted with
Tom's work and in short order gave him the job of engraving
plates for the $20 bill of the Shoe and Leather Bank. The notes
passed easily so Cole's shovers asked for more. Ballard soon
progressed to the $100 and $500 U.S. Treasury Notes, the ulti-
mate compliment.

The group was rolling in money. They took full advantage of
what was called the "excitement, change, hurry and confusion"
brought on by the Civil War. The federal government's Treasury
Department was still learning the ropes of currency production
and placed in circulation a bewildering array of financial paper.
Miner's group counterfeited everything and it easily passed
among confused bankers and citizens. Hinman was brought in
as finance manager and the output of counterfeits was enormous.

In July 1871 Thomas Ballard fell in love with Miss Julia Avey
and they were married in a splendid ceremony. The new bride
and her family knew nothing of Tom Ballard's illegal activities,
although they might have wondered at the amount of money
a carriage painter could make. The couple bought a house at 225
W. 53rd Street and settled down.

Every morning at seven Tom Ballard left his home and walked
toward the carriage factory. Along the way he quietly detoured
to 256 Rivington Street where he joined his brother John in
producing counterfeit notes. It was a cozy arrangement. John was
still single so he brought in his aunt, Ann Adams, to oversee the
household. Ann knew what was going on, of course, but her con-
tribution seems to have been the serving of a hot lunch to her
two nephews. Gradually, other members of the Ballard clan were
brought into the lucrative business.

During the day Tom worked as engraver, ink mixer, printer or
any other task required to get the "queer" produced. His skill was
such that he quickly discovered the secret process by which Mr.
Wilcox of the Glenn Paper Mills of West Chester, PA was making
the famous U.S. Government fiber paper. Ballard started with fine
white bond paper available to all engravers and altered it chem-
ically to match the Government product exactly.

Each evening he would walk the two miles home to his
pretty wife and no one knew of his double life. The newly es-



Page 142 	 Paper Money Whole No. 155

tablished Secret Service still had not gained the expertise re-
quired to catch this clever gang and it prospered for years. The
work produced by Tom Ballard confounded Treasury experts
but they could not figure out the source. Miner kept his eyes
open for any signs of federal officers snooping around,
Hinman laundered the money through his carriage business,
Cole distributed the counterfeits to his gang of shovers and Bal-
lard covered his tracks perfectly.

The inherent weakness of any counterfeiting gang is the large
number of people involved. Presses, paper, inks and supplies
must be purchased, engravers and printers engaged, a distrib-
utor with a network of shovers employed and security of the
printing plants maintained. The New York police were quite
adept at arresting shovers and there have been many horror
stories told about questioning sessions at the old Ludlow Street
jail. As a result, the police were able to place informants inside
the gangs. Counterfeiting became a risky way to make a living,
but there was never a shortage of people willing to take a
chance.

Chief Whitley was different from his predecessor in that he
liked to work closely with police officials. He spread a lot of re-
ward money around and soon had a vast network of infor-
mants, both inside and outside the police department. It was
from an informant that he learned of a violent argument be-
tween Miner and Cole, and Whitley moved quickly to exploit
the situation. By playing one against the other he finally con-
vinced the hard-as-nails Harry Cole to tell him what was going
on. Miner indignantly denied everything until Whitley quietly
pointed out that the Secret Service had seen him with Cole.
When Whitley suggested that the Secret Service was primarily
interested in getting possession of the plates, Miner finally ad-
mitted that he knew Cole and hinted that Cole might be hiding
his plates over in Quakertown, PA. Upon this allegation Miner
and Cole both clammed-up and Whitley had reached an im-
passe in his investigation.

Meanwhile Andrew L. Drummond, Whitley's agent-in-
charge of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, who would him-
self move up to become Secret Service chief in 1891, had caught
one David Kirkbride with a wallet full of counterfeit money.
Drummond and Whitley applied pressure and their prisoner
squealed on one David Kean, a liquor dealer. Kean was terrified
at the thought of prison so he hastily agreed to help trap the
slippery Miner. The plan worked, but catching Miner and con-
victing him were two different things. Cole and Ballard were
also arrested and for the first time the Secret Service learned of
the two counterfeiting plants concealed in residences at 256
Rivington and 438 W. 54th Street. It took quite a few wagons to
haul away what they found there.

The inventory of items seized on October 26, 1871 was as
follows:

Counterfeit plates.
$1000 U.S. Treasury note, unfinished.
$20 Greenback, back and front plates, finished.
$10 National Banks of Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
$10 plate, back of note.
$2 skeleton plate for national banks.
Lincoln head 504 fractional currency, full set of plates.
Second set of the same, very superior.
Stanton head 504 fractional currency, plate for seven note

sheet.
Second set on steel for ten note impressions.
Third set of copper for five impressions.
Transfer rolls for above except the $1000 unfinished plate.
Ten full sets original bed pieces for making transfer rolls.
Transfer press, cost $10,700.

SCIENTIFIC COUNTERFEITING;
OR,

FRAUD AS A. FINE ART.

BIOGRAPHY OF THOS. BALLARD,
ALIAS

THOMAS AVEY, Alias THOMAS WESTON,

Alias Tom DAVIS,

THE PRINCE OF CONEY MEN."

AN ORIGINAL SKETCH.

Til011A 9 BALLAItD.

Transfer press, cost $1200.
Two large presses for printing bills.
Two smaller presses for printing bills.
Large quantity of type for changeable bank title lines.
Two full sets of engravers' tools.
Ink, rolls and press blankets.
Full set of Treasury seals for stamping red seals on notes.
$45,000 in counterfeit money in denominations of $2, $5, $10,

$20 and $100.
150 pounds of counterfeit fiber paper and complete appliances

for making same.

When it was over, Ballard said that the capture had made
Whitley the "happiest man on earth" Unfortunately the chief
did not know what Ballard, Cole and Miner knew. The gang
had made electrotypes of the plates and hidden them else-
where in anticipation of just this situation. Later, those electro-
types were used to create another huge quantity of counterfeit
notes.

Tom Ballard wanted no part of a dreary jail cell. He quickly
set his superb mind to devising a means of escape. On the night
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of November 15, 1871 he and two cellmates broke out of jail.
There was some suspicion at the time that Miner had made the
escape possible by passing out some money to a few jail guards.
Miner's lawyers knew that Tom Ballard was the best witness the
government had and if Ballard were not there to testify, the case
against Miner would be weak. In any event, Tom Ballard got away
and eluded capture for almost three years in spite of a $5,000
reward offered by the Secret Service for information leading to
his arrest. Tom Ballard proved to be hard to catch.

The wheels of justice continued to roll and eventually Miner
was brought to trial. It was a bit of a circus. Cole testified against
him but the defense pointed out that old Harry was not exactly
a paragon of virtue himself and tended to tell a lot of lies. The
government then put John Ballard on the stand and the same
thing happened. The jury obviously didn't believe either one. The
government attorneys looked around for more credible witnesses
and came up wanting. As the press said at the time, "important
witnesses for the prosecution disappeared, or became incapable
of memory, while some of those for the defense were convenient
as possible and exceedingly glib:' A lot of money was flowing out
of the Miner coffers so it was no surprise when the jury brought
in a verdict of not guilty. Miner walked out a free man.

Meanwhile Tom Ballard was leading authorities on a merry
chase. He went to Florida for awhile, then returned to New York.
He perfected the art of disguise and went back to work as a car-
riage painter on Long Island, in Reading and Middletown, PA,
in Rome and Rochester, NY and finally in Buffalo.

In September of 1873 the Treasury Department detected some
beautiful counterfeits of the $500 U.S. Treasury Note. Experts
recognized the engraving style of Tom Ballard and the paper as
the imitation fiber type which he created. It was all a little em-
barrassing for the government because their experts declared the
counterfeits not just equal to the genuine notes but actually su-
perior. The Secret Service traced the bills to Buffalo, but they had
no luck at finding Ballard.

Finally, in the summer of 1874, they got a break. A man named
Jeremiah Reed walked into a Buffalo police station looking for
a Secret Service agent. He told the officers that he wanted to re-
port a counterfeiting ring operating in Buffalo. As many police
officers did in those days, they first checked to see if there was
a reward being offered for a counterfeiter believed to be in
Buffalo. They were told that Tom Ballard was wanted and a
$5,000 reward was still being offered. Then they told the Secret
Service about Mr. Reed.

In September of 1874 Secret Service officer Gilbert B. Perkins
arrived from Washington to take over the case. On September
30 Perkins and an operative named Reynolds arrested two men
in Trenton, Michigan who had on their persons $500 in coun-
terfeit $10 bills of the Farmers' and Mechanics' National Bank of
Buffalo, NY. The men were taken to Detroit where they were iden-
tified as Benjamin Ballard, alias Charles Marshall, and Oscar
Finch, alias Lucas McGhee. Five days later William Ballard was
caught at Lockport, NY and George Ballard was arrested in
Buffalo.

William proved to be a bit stubborn, but George sang like a
bird. If they would go easy on him, he said, he would lead them
to Tom Ballard. That night he was taken out by Perkins and his
men to a Buffalo suburb where George pointed out a certain
frame cottage where Tom was said to reside.

The next morning the federal officers showed up and began
pounding on the door of the cottage. No one opened the door
but there was a lot of moving around inside. Then one of the
officers standing out in the front yard saw a man emerge from
an attic window and climb onto the roof. It was Tom Ballard
trying to escape. He changed his mind when a bullet from the

officer's pistol whizzed by his head and he meekly climbed down
and surrendered.

Inside the cottage the officers found two women. One was
Aunt Ann Adams, still keeping house for counterfeiters. The la-
dies were taken away for questioning while other officers
searched the premises.

The house proved to be a smaller version of the big counter-
feiting facility in New York City. And here were the long-sought
electrotypes that the gang had hidden away earlier. Included were
plates to make counterfeits of the $2 bill of the West Chester
County National Bank of Peekskill, NY, the First National Bank
of Palmyra, NY, and the First National Bank of New York City.
There were also the usual engravers' tools and equipment, chem-
ical vats for the making of electrotypes, plus inks, dyes, paper
and other items used in counterfeiting.

In the living room was Tom Ballard's library. Shelves contained
a huge file of Scientific American and books on chemistry, metal-
lurgy and electricity. Tom Ballard was indeed the genius that
people said he was. But now he was back in jail where he was
absolutely miserable. He escaped just three days later. This time
it was quite simple—he somehow made his own key to the jail
door and walked out. He made his way to the railroad station
and caught a train to Cortland, forty miles away. Since he was
broke he sent a telegram to his old friend Joshua Miner in New
York City. The Secret Service intercepted the telegram, sent the
money, and when Ballard went to the telegraph office to collect,
agents were waiting and placed him under arrest. Again he was
placed in a miserable jail cell.

Tom Ballard was simply too intelligent for his jailers to handle.
On January 16, 1875 he and four others escaped by the simple
device of a few sheets tied together like a rope ladder. But this
time Ballard was free for only two days before he was picked up
and jailed again. And once again he made a key to his jail cell
and started to walk out. A guard caught him this time and the
Ballard luck had finally run out.

Authorities were pretty well disgusted with Ballard by now.
Four days later, on January 20, 1875, Ballard's trial began. The
next day the jury found him guilty as charged and the judge sen-
tenced him to 30 years in the penitentiary at Albany. Tom was
35 years old at the time and he realized that if he had to serve
the full term it amounted to a life sentence.

Trials of the other Ballards came quickly. Benjamin went to
prison in Michigan, his wife Julia got five years in New York state,
William was assigned a cell near his brother Thomas at Albany
and George was paroled. Only John managed to stay clear of the
courts.

But Jeremiah Reed, the man who had blown the whistle on
the Ballards in the Buffalo police station, did not come away un-
scathed either. It seems that he had actually been involved in the
counterfeiting activity himself by allowing the gang members
to use his home at Fort Erie as a meeting place to distribute the
counterfeit currency. More than that went on, it turned out. As
a writer of the time put it in rather delicate terms2Reed discov-
ered that an illicit intimacy had existed between William Bal-
lard and his pretty daughter" That was bad enough, but Reed also
found out that William had given his daughter a $10 bill that
Reed recognized as counterfeit. He said later that both he and
his daughter might have been arrested for passing the counter-
feit. It was all too much and in his rage Reed swore revenge
against "the whole Ballard tribe" and turned them in. He had
taken the precaution, however, of cutting a deal with the govern-
ment whereby he and his daughter were granted immunity from
prosecution and he got his share of the $5,000 reward.

(Continued on page 153)
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Anyone with information or other notes on this bank is re-
quested to contact the writer through this magazine.

Note: Although the Lawrence Bank has not redeemed any of its
notes in over 120 years, the writer guarantees to redeem, in gen-
uine United States money, all notes of the bank forwarded to
him. In fact you might even talk him into redeeming them in
specie.

NOTES

1. Laws of Kansas Territory, 1857. In the Statutes of the Territory of
Kansas, 1855; Shawnee M.L. School, John T. Brady Public Printer,
p. 186, Section 4 of an Act Concerning Corporations is found "No
Corporation created or to be created and not expressly incorpo-
rated for banking purposes shall, by any implication or construc-
tion, be deemed to possess the power of discounting bills, notes,
or evidences of debt; of receiving deposits; of buying gold and
silver bullion or foreign coins; of buying and selling bills of ex-
change; or of issuing bills, notes or evidences of debt, upon loan
or for circulation as money." This act, like its 1857 successor, was
ignored.

2. Local Laws of the Territory of Kansas, p. 104, passed Feb. 19, 1857.
3. Kansas and Kansans; William E. Connelley, Vol. II, pp. 937, 938.

Lewis Publishing Co., Chicago, N.Y. 1918. Invading Missourians
had stolen the 1855 Territorial elections. They passed a pro-slavery
constitution and set up a pro-slavery government. In protest, the
free-state settlers attempted to set up their own government and
refused to participate in general elections. By the fall of 1857 the
free-staters had control of Kansas.

4. Chapter LX of the Private Laws of Kansas Territory repealed the
Charter of the Kansas Valley Bank on Feb. 3, 1858. A subsequent
act on Feb. 12, 1858 exempted the Atchison branch of the bank
from the repeal. The Atchison branch was just about ready to open
at the time.

5. Banker's Magazine, Vol. 12, 1857/1858, p. 757.
6. Presumably the bank ordered enough sheets to make up the

$25,000, or about 2300 sheets of $1, 2, 3, 5. Hopefully, the records
of the American Bank Note Company will become available to
researchers some day so that such information can be verified.

7. A Century of Commercial Banking in Kansas 1856 to 1956, unpub-
lished dissertation. Wayne D. Angell, University of Kansas, 1957.
Spencer Library, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas.

8. Executive Document No. 77, Serial No. 1101, 36th Congress,
Second Session, p. 247.

9. The position of the Territorial Auditor, rather than Comptroller,
was authorized by an act of the Territorial Legislature in 1859.

10. The Birth of Kansas Politics, G. Raymond Gaeddert, PHD, Kansas
Print Plant, Topeka, 1940. This book provides an excellent account
of the bond scandal and the feud between Senator Lane and
Governor Robinson.

11. Gaeddert, p. 128.
12. "A Chapter From the Archives'  G.W. Martin, 1912, Kansas State

Historical Society Collections, Vol. XII, p. 368.
13. United States Biographical Dictionary, Kansas Volume, S. Lewis & Co.

Publishers, Chicago & Kansas City, 1879, p. 160.
14. A History of Lawrence, Kansas, Richard Cordley DD, 1895, Lawrence

Journal Press, Lawrence, Kansas, Chapter XV, pp. 198 to 232.
15. Quantrill and the Border Wars, William E. Connelley, 1956, New

York, p. 373.
16. Recollections of Early Days in Kansas, Shalor W. Eldridge, Publica-

tions of the Kansas State Historical Society, Vol. II, 1920, Kansas
State Printing Plant, Topeka, p. 193. See also Gray Ghosts of the Con-
federacy, Guerrilla Warfare in the West, 1861-1865, Richard S.
Brownlee, 1958, Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge,
p. 125.

17. Mr. Grovenor was also the first vice president of the National Bank
of Lawrence when it opened in January, 1866. Ethan A. Smith was
cashier of the new national bank. ■

Catalog of Round Cardboard Scrip
In Preparation

Of all the obsolete paper money issued in this country during
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, one of the types most
neglected by researchers is round cardboard scrip. Used for the
most part from the Civil War era to the 1930s, round cardboard
scrip was issued by merchants in all parts of the country as a
substitute for official currency.

SPMC member David E. Schenkman, the author of several
definitive token references and the Token and Medal Society's
publications editor, is compiling information for a catalog that
will provide collectors with descriptions of all known issues of
round cardboard scrip, from the earliest emissions to those of
the 1940s. An exact face and back line description of each piece
will be given, along with its size and color. The book will be ex-
tensively annotated with historical information relating to
issuers of the scrip, and also its printers. A price guide will be
included.

The assistance of SPMC
members is needed to en-
sure that this reference is as
complete as possible. If you
own round cardboard scrip,
please send an exact de-
scription of each piece, in-
cluding its diameter in
millimeters and the color of
the cardboard, or a clear
photocopy of each side. All
contributors will be ac-
knowledged in the book.

Correspondence should
be sent to David E. Schenk-
man, P.O. Box 366, Bryan-
town, MD 20617. ■

COUNTERFEITER (Continued from page 143)

Thomas Ballard could not cope with prison life. He tried
repeatedly to get his sentence reduced by offering his "secrets"
to the authorities. When these efforts failed he became
depressed and on July 14, 1878 he attempted suicide by
slashing his stomach. The prison doctors pulled him through.
On April 16, 1879 he tried suicide again by cutting his throat
and again, the medical staff saved his life. He finally died in
some unspecified manner prior to 1886. Inspector Thomas
Byrnes, Chief of Detectives of New York City from 1880-1895,
wrote a book titled Rogues' Gallery, 247 Professional Criminals of
19th Century America in which he wrote the final words on a
wasted life. -Thomas Ballard, for years known all over the
Union as the King of Counterfeiters, died while serving out a
thirty year sentence in the penitentiary at Albany, N.Y. . .

SOURCES:

Dye, John S. (1880). The Government Blue Book, A Complete History of the
Lives of all the Great Counterfeiters, Criminal Engravers and Plate
Printers. Philadelphia.

Excerpts from the History of the United States Secret Service, 1865-1975.
(1978). U.S. Treasury Department, Washington, D.C.

Various minor references in government publications.
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