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ADRIAN SHARP
Xylographer (wood carver)

He contributed to Upham's "fac-similie" notes.

by ROBERT J. LINDESMITH

N EARLY everyone who has collected the "Upham 'Fac-
simile' Confederate and Shinplaster notes" has noted
that the name "ADRIAN SHARP" still appears on the

lower right margin of a number of the 104 Bank of Tennessee
notes that have had the Upham imprint removed from the
bottom margin of the note. As the genuine 104 Tennessee note
has the imprint "J. Manouvrier, N. Orleans, La.," there has been
a question as to whether ADRIAN SHARP worked for Man-
ouvrier or was located in Philadelphia. The following would
clearly seem to indicate that he was a Wood Engraver in
Philadelphia.

I recently consulted a 1922 article in THE NUMISMATIST on
"How To Detect Counterfeit Confederate Notes" This short
article mentions that the Augusta (GA) Chronicle dated shortly
before Sept. 10, 1862 describes a counterfeit $10 note dated
Sept. 2, 1861 that was in circulation, in that city, with the words
"Adrian Sharp, Sc." on the lower left-hand corner. From the
description, it is clearly an Upham facsimile of the Criswell T22
Confederate note.

While Philip H. Chase makes a reference to this Jan. 1922
article in his 1947 "Confederate Treasury Notes," he evidently
overlooked the importance of this listing as regards the Upham

S.C. Upham, of Philadelphia, PA, Civil War facsimile note with the 'ADRIAN SHARP" name and his No. 1 "FAC-
SIMILE REBEL SHINPLASTERS" imprint.

A close copy of the Upham note. There is a major variation in the train, and the note lacks a period after 1861. No

record of an imprint on the bottom and left margin.



AlI Ai41.; 5A, • in	 P E RCE NnS7:0C1( 4011 ,a )NOS	 .C,12 Af F ELM- RA rf,.,s7:4 S or A,VtE 12 1 .4

the

th,	 neriffe	 PAN 	 r 0 1! A .1, WU S

.);

/4r11.. s

rt,v0,2,91.0.-bv eicri i priiscivr STOCK 'I' WE RATE' STATES QFA illeR 4AF 

Irdi
be

fOrYra6 e Er.
1 11:EEl/V. LE 11,1•PAYIVLENT OF ALL DUES EXC 14 PT LTX P liT 1)1.111 FTF;

ot? far

Page 158
	

Paper Money Whole No. 155

facsimile notes. His main interest seemed to be centered on the
genuine issues of Confederate notes, although he did make an
effort to list the facsimile-type counterfeit notes.

After Sam Upham had acquired electrotypes of the T31
Criswell note from the Philadelphia Inquirer and the T10 from
the Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, it would appear that he
next had Adrian Sharp prepare woodcut copies of the Criswell
T22 Confederate note and the 104 Bank of Tennessee note. As
it was a common practice of the early wood engravers to sign
their works, this would explain why his name was added to the
above two notes. It is evident that he soon learned that it was
not wise to indicate who was making the copies of the Con-
federate notes.

Evidently the above lesson was learned at an early date as
there are no known specimens of T22 Upham facsimiles with
the Adrian Sharp name. This would suggest that the Sharp
name was removed from the electrotype of this note in the
production.

The simplest way to determine whether a T22 note is gen-
uine or an Upham print is to confirm the red background on
the lower portion of the note. On the genuine $10 note
produced by the Southern Bank Note Co. of New Orleans, the
background is made up of a large number of small red TEN's.
On the Upham note, the background is made up of a large
number of small red dashes.

Brent Hughes lists two varieties of the S.C. Upham facsimiles
of the Criswell T22 $10 September 2, 1861 Confederate note.
One has the serial number 3312 printed; the other has a blank
space for a written serial number. He illustrates a note with the
capital letter imprint: "FAC-SIMILE CONFEDERATE NOTE—
SOLD WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, BY S.C. UPHAM, 403
CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA!' The McCarl (1990) ar-
ticle also illustrates a note with this imprint. Larkin (1988) il-
lustrates a note with the capital and small letter imprint
"Fac-Simile Note—Sold Wholesale and Retail, by S.C. Upham,
403 Chestnut St. Philadelphia!" While the numbers 3312 ap-

The printed number 3312 variety of the Upham facsimile copy of the Type 22, CSA $10 note. The top of "S" of September is open.

The Upham variety of Type 22 printed without a number. This note has a written number 2874. The top of the "S" of September s open.
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A somewhat crude copy of the Upham note; it lacks numbers and "New Orleans" on the lower left edge. No record of an imprint on the
bottom or the left edge.

pear to be printed, the illustration is too small to make a posi-
tive statement.

There is also a somewhat crude copy without numbers that
lacks "New Orleans" on the lower left edge of the note. I believe
that this note is also found with printed 3312 numbers, al-
though I have not seen it.

McCarl (1990) illustrates two notes with different "Fac-
Simile Confederate Note" imprints on the left edge. They are
not numbered. While I happen to believe that they may repre-
sent the very good copies made by Haney & Hilton of New
York, I have not reached the point where I could make a posi-
tive statement on the subject. I do know that if these are not
Haney & Hilton copies, it would be very difficult to list the co-
pies that upset S.C. Upham in his October 12, 1874 letter to Dr.
William Lee.

It would appear that Upham printed a very large number of
the facsimile 10¢ Bank of Tennessee notes before the "ADRIAN
SHARP" name was removed. I suspect this was due to the fact
that it was not a Confederate government issue.

THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF SAM UPHAM IMPRINTS USED
ON THE 10 CENT BANK OF TENNESSEE NOTES

The first imprint is in capital letters and the other three are in
capital and small letters—the variations appear in the abbrevia-
tions used for Street and Philadelphia.

No. 1. "FAC-SIMILE REBEL SHINPLASTERS.—SOLD WHOLE-
SALE AND RETAIL, BY S.C. UPHAM, 403 CHESTNUT
STREET, PHILADELPHIA"

This 10-cent Tennessee note is illustrated.

No. 2. "Fac-Simile Rebel Shinplasters.—Sold Wholesale and
Retail by S.C. Upham, 403 Chestnut St. Phila:'

The above style of Upham imprint appears on the
sample Upham facsimile notes that appear on the back
of the May 1862 S.C. Upham's Advertisement for "Rebel
Notes, Shin Plasters and Postage Stamps!' The Sept. 25
& 26, 1987 NASCA CONFEDERATE SALE of the Doug-
las B. Ball Collection, under lot 840, illustrates the 10¢
Tennessee note and the 50¢ Georgia notes that ap-
peared on the back of the May 1862 advertisement that
was once held by Philip H. Chase.

No. 3. "Fac-Simile Rebel Shinplaster.—Sold Wholesale and Re-
tail, by S.C. Upham, 403 Chestnut Street, Phila!'

10¢ note of the Bank of Tennessee. Illustrated by
Robert S. Larkin. There is no evidence to indicate
whether this imprint was used before No. 2 or after.

No. 4. "Fac-Simile Rebel Shinplaster.—Sold Wholesale and Re-
tail by S.C. Upham, 403 Chestnut St. Philadelphia"

Garland 847 listing would seem to indicate that the
above Upham imprint appears on a note that lacks the
name ADRIAN SHARP in the lower right corner. The
listing of the imprint matches the No. 4 imprint. Gar-
land 848 lists a note with the Upham imprint and the
name ADRIAN SHARP in the lower right corner.

The above Garland listings would indicate that the
ADRIAN SHARP name was removed from the electro-
type prior to the printing of the No. 4 imprint.

The Haxby listing illustrates this note, which appears
to have this imprint, but the illustration is too small to
make a positive identification. TN-195 G54b

In addition to the above facsimile notes there is a facsimile
copy of the Upham 10¢ note. Garland No. 850. The first long
car of the train shows only one wheel, while the Upham and
Sharp facsimiles show two wheels. An easy way to tell the notes
apart is that the copy of the Upham note does not have a
period after 1861.

Of interest in the above study of Sam Upham imprints
found on the 10¢ Bank of Tennessee notes, I should mention
that the Upham facsimiles of the 50¢ Mechanics' Savings and
Loan Association, Savannah, GA notes are also known with the
same four Upham imprints. Brent Hughes, in "The Saga of Sam
Upham," illustrates the No. 1, 3 and 4 imprints. The No. 2 im-
print is illustrated by Larkin (1988) and by Henry McCarl
(1987). In the NASCA "RICHMOND," Sept. 25 & 26, 1987 Sale,
Douglas B. Ball illustrates the No. 2 imprint on a 10¢ Tennessee
note and a 504 Georgia note that were found on the back of a
May 1862 advertisement which was originally in the Philip H.
Chase collection.

In regards to the S.C. Upham 504 Mechanics' Savings and
Loan Association of Savannah, GA note, I have had the 50

note with a No. 1 Upham imprint and a copy of the Upham
note in my collection since 1957. The genuine note that this



An S.C. Upham facsimile note that has the No. 1 "FAG-SIMILE REBEL SHINPLASTERS" imprint.
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A genuine note of the Mechanics' Savings and Loan Association of Savannah, GA. Wismer 680 & Hatie
GA-17. This note is the same as Wismer 681 & Hatie GA-21, with one exception. This note has "50" in
the upper right corner, while the other note has "50' in upper half of bisected circle with CENTS in lower
half of circle.
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A close copy of the Upham note. The stars are spaced differently around the eagle on left, and the note
lacks a period after "Bank Bills." The note also has a wide bottom and left margin which shows that it did
not contain an imprint.
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was copied from is evidently very rare, as I have yet to see a note
or an illustration. Wismer 681 lists the note with a written date
of Nov. 1861. His reference to it as being "Similar to 650" (54
note) would suggest the following listing: C., at bottom a chest.
R., 50 Cents on die. L., eagle on die with 11 stars, similar to the
reverse of U.S. coin. Type-set. Wismer 680 lists the 504 with
only "50" in the upper right corner. Otherwise it would be iden-
tical to the Wismer 681 note. The 680 note has a "Written date
16 Dec., 1861" Wismer 668 has the following listing: 254
Similar to 650. Written date, Oct. 25, 1861. This would indicate
that the 504 note could also have the same date.

Just recently I purchased another copy of the Upham 504
note because it had a wide margin on the bottom edge and on
the left edge. It was also listed as an UPHAM certificate. I men-
tion this because it could lead some collectors to believe that
Upham issued some of the 504 notes without an S.C. Upham
imprint on the bottom. The only major difference between the
two notes is the position of the 11 stars around the eagle on the
left. On the Upham note there are five stars close together on
the bottom. The other six are spaced on the upper edge. On the
copy, the 11 stars are spaced rather evenly around the eagle.
One easy way to identify the copy is that it lacks a period after
"Bank Bills" while the Upham facsimile has a period. This copy
also belongs to a group of notes that were copied from Upham
facsimile notes, but they have some major variations that
would tend to rule them out as being exact copies.

I have also noted two instances where one of the above two
notes was listed without a number. Crisp and VF condition.
Unfortunately, the listings do not give any clue as to which
note lacked the number. In any event, it would represent an-
other variety.

Other than the Brent Hughes (1987) reference to his having
evidence that a copy of the Upham $20 Female Riding Deer
Confederate note was created during the Civil War, I have not

found any other dating reference to this group of copies that
have a major variation from the Upham facsimiles. It is pos-
sible that some of these notes were printed in Philadelphia, to
be sold at the various National Encampment G.A.R. conven-
tions that were held from 1866 to at least 1891. I have a medal
that was issued for the 28th National Encampment G.A.R.
Pittsburgh, PA September 1894, Rev. Jos. M. Schaefer. Also a
medal that was issued for the Annual Encampment Dep't of
Pennsylvania Shamokin February 1890 G.A.R. This could ex-
plain why S.C. Upham did not mention this group of copies of
the Upham facsimile notes in his October 12, 1874 letter to Dr.
William Lee.
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MACERATED (Continued from page 156)

Harry Forman and Ruth Bauers of Forman Enterprises, Ltd.,
Philadelphia, PA bought bales of currency from the govern-
ment and made pillows and packets of money for sale to col-
lectors. If you needed an "expensive" pen for signing big checks
and important letters, you could get one filled with about
$2,000 of shredded currency. Cleveland coin dealer, Harry
Jones, made ballpoint pens filled with thousands of dollars of
shredded bills. At one time the Federal Reserve Bank of Min-
neapolis gave a packet of five shredded bills to those par-
ticipating in tours of the facility.

The nation's Federal Reserve Banks destroy more than $100
million in paper money daily! The creative possibilities for
those old greenbacks are endless. In 1988, Craig Whitford of
the Numismatic Card Co. of Michigan made an interesting
postcard that included a piece of paper from shredded U.S.
paper money as part of its design. In 1989, he also made some
postcards similar to the old type with the following label
"Handmade from the pulp of shredded U.S. Currency. Esti-
mated to contain $200"

There is a scarcity of authoritative information concerning
macerated money. I would appreciate hearing from others who
will share their knowledge, articles and information with me as
I prepare the first publication of a book on this subject. Some
articles can be found in the following well-known magazines:
Coin World, Frank Les lies Illustrated, Harpers' Weekly, Numismatic
News, Numismatic Scrapbook, The Numismatist, and The Na-
tional. Perhaps there are other out of print magazines with in-
formation about maceration. Please note that the titles of these
articles will not be "maceration" but will rather be listed under
Treasury Department destruction or production of money or
perhaps people who sold the items may have advertised them
for sale. Your cooperation will be most appreciated. Informa-
tion may be sent to the author at: 169 Marlborough St., Boston,
MA 02116.

Bertram Cohen was born in Boston, Massachusetts in the 1930s, when
macerated money was being made. He is actively involved in coin and
stamp collecting and has collected marbles for the past 25 years. In
April 1988 his marble collection was featured on the cover of Smithso-

nian Magazine. He has been a collector of macerated money for ten
years. •


	Adrian Sharp, Xylograher (wood carver)

