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TOM MOSES and the CARDBOARD SCRIP
of

FORT WALLACE, KANSAS
by STEVEN WHITFIELD

I recently had the occasion to see three cardboard tokens
from Fort Wallace. I had first seen these tokens twenty
years earlier in the collections of the Kansas State Histor-
ical Society. At that time, although they did not fit into
my research interest of bank notes and scrip of the
period, 1854 to 1874, the tokens were so bright and
colorful that I had them photographed and immediately
determined to see what I could find out about Tom
Moses, the merchant who had issued them.

Since then I have reviewed the newspapers of the
period that I could find, examined the census records of
the 1860s and 1870s, read a history of the fort and
perused several other references to the period. My search
led to very little success. This article is a summary of what
I found and perhaps it might lead to the discovery of
additional information about this elusive merchant.

F
 ORT Wallace was established in September 1865, the

last and westernmost Indian Fort established in Kansas.
It was the fourth post to be constructed along the

Smoky Hill trail, the central route to Denver and the Pacific
coast from the Missouri River towns. The development and use
of this route, first by emigrants and soldiers and later by the
Union Pacific Railroad, Eastern Division, led to bitter opposi-
tion by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indian tribes. These tribes
considered the Smoky Hill valley and its adjacent buffalo
ranges to be their private, ancestral hunting preserve.

The route was first surveyed in 1844 and again in 1859, 1860
and 1866. It cut 116 miles from the northern Platte River road
and 226 miles from the southern Arkansas River trail. It had
other advantages, including more grass and timber, better
water, and less sand. This was the route used by the Leaven-
worth & Pikes Peak Express Company and the Butterfield Over-
land Despatch Company. In late 1866, Wells, Fargo &
Company bought out the Butterfield and the Holladay Over-
land Mail and Express Company. Wells Fargo would eventually
lose nearly $300,000 from Indian raids along the Smoky hill
trail.

Fort Wallace was originally called Camp Pond Creek because
it was established near Pond Creek Station on the stagecoach
route. It was later renamed for Mexican War veteran General
W.H.L. Wallace. Originally built to accommodate about 500
men, the post was seldom occupied by more than 100 soldiers.
The mission of Fort Wallace was to provide escorts for stage
coaches, wagon trains, railroad survey parties, laborers and
government supply trains.

Uniface cardboard tokens: 54 salmon; 10¢ magenta; 25¢ yellow. (Kansas
State Historical Society photo)

Between 1865 and 1869 the post and its garrison were sub-
jected to nearly constant Indian attacks, including a siege of the
fort on June 22nd, 1867 by nearly 300 Cheyenne, or dog
soldiers, under Chief Roman Nose. An excellent account of ac-
tion at Fort Wallace appears in the July 27, 1867 issue of Harper's
Weekly Magazine. The last Indian raid in Kansas took place in
1879 and the last hostile Indians appeared in western Kansas in
September 1882.

By the early 1880s the post had fallen into disrepair and had
outlived its usefulness. It was abandoned by the military on
June 1st, 1882. On July 22nd, 1884 the Secretary of War relin-
quished title of the post and its 14 square miles to the Secretary
of the Interior. The post then assumed a caretaker status until
1886 when local settlers began to dismantle the structures and
haul away the building materials. On October 20th, 1888 the
former reservation, minus the post cemetery, became available
for public entry under the Homestead Laws.

The three tokens have a pencilled date of 1870 on the face,
which probably indicates the period of issue. I made an initial
assumption that Tom Moses might have been the post sutler.
Mrs. Frank C. Montgomery wrote an excellent history of the
fort that appeared in Volume XVII of the Kansas Historical Col-

lections, 1926-1928, and she listed the post sutlers as follows.
The first post trader, or sutler, was D.M. Scott who died October
28, 1867. He was followed by Val M. Todd from 1867 to Octo-
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ber 1870. On October 6, 1870 Homer W. Wheeler became sutler
until November 1, 1875 and on November 23, 1875 James
Streeter took over the job. (Incidentally, this is the same James
Streeter who was a partner in the famous merchant firm of
Streeter & Strickler at Junction City that issued scrip during the
Civil War.) Streeter sold out on May 5, 1876, when A.W. Clark
became the last post trader until the post was abandoned on
June 1st, 1882. So, Tom Moses was not the official "post trader"
or "sutler' at Fort Wallace. He could have been the store oper-
ator for an absent owner or a local private merchant.

Volume 1, number 1 of the Wallace News, dated December
27, 1870, was also read in detail and without success. No men-
tion was found of any Tom Moses. In fact the only ads were for
lawyers and a single hotel. Of course many merchants did not
advertise in newspapers so the fact that he was not listed did
not prove or disprove anything. Nevertheless the paper's
market reports were interesting. Buffalo meat was going down
because of the large number of hunters in the area. Fresh meat
was 61/2 to 74 per pound while dried meat was bringing 141/2 to
154. Fresh antelope was 134 a pound and scarce. Jack rabbit
was 154 and scarce while there was a full supply of prairie dog
meat @ 54 a pound. Potatoes were $3 a bushel, beans were
71/24 per pound and hard tack was getting scarce. Whiskey was
"not available but in active demand" and cheese was "lively!'The
paper promised to publish as often "as the exigency of the occa-
sion calls for" and the big news was a large recent snowstorm.

Examination of several military newspapers finally provided
a single clue. In the Soldier's Letter, published by the Second
Colorado Cavalry at Fort Riley on February 13, 1865, the chain
of command was listed for Fort Lamed. The commanding
officer there was Captain Thomas Moses, Junior. And although
no positive proof has been established, I believe this was the
Tom Moses who became a trader at Fort Wallace and issued
these cardboard tokens in 1870.

Mrs. Montgomery also wrote that "Traders, hunters and rail-
road employees made up a population of about 100 persons
outside the post in 1874," and the Kansas census of 1870 listed
168 persons in the county. A check of the census records of
1865 and 1870 showed no listing for a Tom Moses.

The three tokens are approximately 1 1/4 inches in diameter
and are printed, uniface, on thin, high quality cardboard. The
54 piece is a bright salmon color, the 104 is a vivid magenta
and the 25¢ is a brilliant canary yellow. The brightness of the
colors is even more startling because images of the early west
usually appear as black and white, or antique brown and white
photos. The tokens are in excellent condition and, to my
knowledge, represent the only surviving examples of card-
board merchant tokens from a fort in Kansas.

Fort Lamed, where Captain Tom Moses commanded in
1865, was built in 1859 to protect Santa Fe Trail traffic. Its
buildings have been restored as an historical site and it is the
home of the Santa Fe Interpretive Museum. I'll have to get out
there someday to see what I can learn about Tom Moses,
Junior. It's just down the road, about 200 miles. ■

SALEM (Continued from page 84)

on the rear platform. He helped the old ladies on and off and
started and stopped the car by pulling the bell; one to stop and two
to go. You could pull the bell to stop if the conductor was not in
sight but there were two cords and, woe betide if you pulled the
wrong one! The conductor came rushing and demanded a second
fare. That cord was connected with a clock-like thing in the end of
the car and every time the conductor collected a fare he pulled that
cord. By pulling the cord you made him responsible for another
five cents.

On December 1, 1867, the convenient five-cent fare was
raised to a considerably more awkward eight cents. This
created immediate problems since the country at that time was
still suffering from the extreme shortage of small change
brought about by the Civil War. The problem was solved by the
Company with the issuance of two-cent notes that were given
to the customers upon receipt of a ten-cent piece by the con-
ductor, the other eight cents covering the passenger's fare.

The Salem & South Danvers survived until May 23, 1874
when it merged with and took on the name of the Naumkeag
Street Railway. Within twenty months time, an investigation by
the stockholders unearthed a debt of $38,403.71. It was decided
that improvements should be made to the railway to increase
ridership, thereby increasing profits. As a result, cast iron rails,
punches and fare boxes were installed. These improvements
proved successful, but on June 9, 1890 the Naumkeag Street
Railway was sold to a syndicate. Technology continued to ad-
vance, and by January 14, 1893 the horse railway had been en-
tirely replaced by the new electric street railway.

HISTORICAL REFERENCE

The S. & S.D. Railroad Co. note "Good for two cts" was purchased for
a client by Mr. Rowland Hill, Massachusetts dealer of 35 years ex-
perience, who stated it was the first note of that issue he had ever seen.
It was purchased at the 1989 Memphis International Auction con-
ducted by NASCA and described in their catalogue as follows: "Lot
3373 (1) Salem & South Danvers (Street RR) 24 1860's VG, stained. The
Salem and South Danvers was a seven plus mile long system. In
1868-9, a floating debt of $6,000.00 plus was reported, of which this
note was a part"

The 1879 offering of Bonds by the Naumkeag Street-Railway Com-
pany, the successor to the Salem Street-Railway Co. included a total
Unfunded Debt of $32,355.57. The 21 note would be a part of that
debt.
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