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stolen. In one or two circumstances the notes stolen were the
only notes a particular bank had in circulation. After the rob-
bery was reported to the banks involved, they began to take no-
tice of their notes as they came in for redemption. Several
months after the robbery, some of the stolen notes were
redeemed and traced to Canada, where one of the thieves was
found engaged in business.

The bank recovered some thirty or forty thousand dollars in
real and personal property; the man was brought back to the
United States, tried, and convicted for participating in the rob-
bery. But he had cooperated with the authorities, and agreed to
assist in the capture of his colleague; he was released from
prison immediately after his conviction.

One particular note in the possession of the other robber
was a $1,000 note, serial number 21, from a bank described as
the Bank of Portland, Maine. It was hoped that a note of such
a large denomination, with a known serial number, would
eventually lead to the capture of the other thief. The note was
redeemed several years after the robbery, and it was tracked to
France; but there the trail disappeared, and the robber was
never captured.

The Oneida Bank survived the robbery, and opened for busi-
ness. On May 10, 1865, the bank was granted a national charter
(1392) as The Oneida National Bank of Utica. On August 1,

1929, the name was changed to The Oneida National Bank and
Trust Company of Utica. The bank is now known as Norstar
Bank of Upstate New York.

The previous reference to the $1,000 note, serial number 21,
from the “Bank of Portland’, Maine, is taken from Annals and
Recollections of Oneida County. According to Maine Obsolete
Paper Money and Scrip, the Bank of Portland, Maine, which was
in operation at the time of the robbery, did not issue $1,000
notes. Two banks in Portland issued $1,000 notes during this
period, the Bank of Cumberland and Casco Bank. The specific
name of the particular bank may have been confused in the
story of the robbery.

It's nice to know the bank is still around, some 151 years after
experiencing a premature “grand opening”
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TAZWELL COUNTY NATIONAL BANK
OF DELAVAN, ILLINOIS

by WALTER HERGET

OB Cochran’s article “Another ‘Mr. Phil’ Story” in the
B May-June 1990 issue of PAPER MONEY sent me sorting
through my records and collection of national bank
notes. [, too, bought one of the "Mr. Phil” notes from the
advertisement in the June 9, 1971 issue of Coin World and
certainly agree that by today’s standards these were incredible
bargains.
My note listed in the advertisement immediately above the
subject of Cochran’s is the $10, 1902 Red Seal #1 note, Charter
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3781, position “B" from Delavan, Illinois. It is listed in the ad as
Fr. 623, but that is in error; it is actually Fr. 615.

I feel a little information about this small town is pertinent.
Delavan, Tazwell County, located in central Illinois, had a
population of 1304 in 1900, with an additional 1008 persons
living in the township. The first banking privileges offered in
the village of Delavan were by the establishment of the private
banking firm of Smith Brothers in 1869. This was a branch of
the Smith Bank of Pekin, the county seat. The business was
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A $10 Red Seal No. 1 note from Delavan, Illinois.
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June 1971 ad.

Baldwin Bank.

Tazwell County National Bank before new building was constructed; served
1887 to 1961.

purchased by Daniel Crabb in 1871 and the name was changed
to the Tazwell County Bank. The only other bank in Delavan
was Baldwin'’s, a private bank which existed from 1875 to 1932.

In 1887 the Tazwell County Bank was organized under the
National Banking system. The name was changed to The Taz-
well County National Bank with a capital of $50,000.

Daniel Crabb was a large landowner in the area who not only
farmed but had large livestock holdings. His son, JW. Crabb,
became the president of the Tazwell County National Bank in
1890, at the age of 36, and served in that position for 36 years.
He also served as alderman and mayor of Delavan and had
large landholdings in the area. ] W.s son Daniel became cashier
of the bank in 1899, at the age of 23, and served as cashier until
his death in 1919. Upon the death of his brother, WW. Crabb,
].W!s younger son, became cashier and served in that capacity
until 1926 when, at the age of 34, he succeeded his father as
president of the bank. WW. Crabb served as bank president
until 1969, when he retired at the age of 76.

The Tazwell County National Bank celebrated its centenary
in 1987. 1t is still in business today.

At the start of the red seal issuing-period there were only
three national banks in Tazwell County. At the end of this
period there were eight; quite an expansion in this short time.

The bank issued Brown Backs, Red Seals, both 1902 Date and
Plain Backs and both types of 1929 notes. These bills are rela-
tively scarce with thirteen large-size and seven small-size
reportedly known by John Hickman. I am aware of four large-
size and two small-size. The Brown Back and the 1902 Date
Back are missing from my collection.

There are now two notes reported from the Philpott June
1971 ad. Are there others?

SOURCE MATERIAL

History of Tazwell County IL. Chapman & Co. 1879.

Portrait & Biographical Record—Tazwell & Mason Counties, Illinois. Bi-
ographical Publishing Co. 1894.

History of Tazwell County Illinois. Allansworth 1905.

Coin World, June 9, 1971, Amos Press, Sidney, Ohio.

Private correspondence Daniel M. Crabb 1990.




