
Figure 1. Shop price tag (51,000,00 zl) pasted on the face of 100 zl note.

Figure 2. Back of 100 zl note (displaying the Proletarian banners) with the
inscription turned into "Proletarians of all countries. . .excuse me. K. Marx."
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Satirical Notes
and the

Polish Inflation
by ANDRZEJ MIKCZAJCZYK

A S ALWAYS
in difficult
periods,

one of the nation's
responses to a
number of serious
problems in Poland
is a humor. The gal-
loping inflation im-
posed in the recent
years by the com-
munist regime has
been destroying
Poland's economy.
Needless to say, this
burden placed on
the people's backs
appeared to be one
of the topics for the new
democratic government
which came into being
in result of the
"Solidarity" victory in
the June elections of
1989. The hard rules of
economy left little room
for change. Neverthe-
less, the program of
Vice-Prime Minister Bal-
cerowicz to fight against
inflation was introduced
with a strong
determination to
join Poland with the
European economy.
Reorientation of the

Polish economy toward the free market, and convertibility of
Polish currency taking place in a stage of deep crisis, is a hard
treatment. The social costs are visible in a decrease of living
standards and in a multiplication of denominations, at least
during the first months of this change.

The Polish National Bank notes present a gallery of ever
higher face values as 20,000, 50,000, 100,000 and 200,000 zlotys
appeared in circulation. The types of these new, inflation notes
were designed about 20 years ago, bearing of course much
lower denominations at that time. Now they are produced in
a hurry, particularly the 200,000 zlotys notes. Printed by a sur-

prisingly
simple
method, they
have not been
accepted by
the public be-
cause they
were immedi-
ately counter-
feited.

What is a
very impor-
tant factor is
the psycho-
logical back-
ground of
these new,
high denomi-
nations.
People were
formerly ac-
customed to

the lower values printed
on the bank notes. In
the past the value of
one million meant
something, and was
available to only a few.
It is now expected that
this previous barrier will
soon be broken as it is
only a little over $100
(U.S.), while the ex-
change rate fixed early
this year at 9,500 zlotys
remains fixed.

In certain spontaneous
response to the current

Figure 3. One million zl equal to a loaf
of bread.
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Figure 4. Note with a portrait of Lech Walesa.

Figure 5. Note with a praying man encircled with a a legend "Lord, let us
	

Figure 8. A coin, ten to the 6th power, or one
survive until the next month."

	
million zl.

Figure 6. A back designed in four quarters of the year 1990 bearing the equal value of
	

Figure 7. Note in the form of a one-way train ticket: 1,000,000
growing denominations for each: 1,000, 10,000, 100,000 and 1,000,000 zl.	 zl to be cancelled immediately after an issue.

Figure 9. Note of 10,000,000,000. . .to be continued?

evolution of the monetary images, people began to joke about
the inflationary denominations aiming at one million zlotys.
Knowing such moods, the Cracow weekly Przekráj announced
a special contest for designing the one million zlotys note. The
readers eagerly picked up their pens and pencils to draw and
paint the satirical designs. Many of them have recently been

published showing a special sense of humor accompanying
the every-day monetary troubles. Some selections are
illustrated in this article. The Solidarity newspaper Gazeta
Wyborcza was more radical, proposing the endless figure for
a future denomination.
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