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micro back plate 637. Obviously it is possible that a 212/637
could exist. None are presently known. Such a note would
be a great find, marrying as it would two fascinating varie-
ties on one note!

CONCLUSION
The most challenging mules to collect are the $5s because
there are so many different possibilities (see Tables 7 and 8).
Many owe their origins to the most unusual circumstances at-
tending micro back plates 629 and 637 between 1946 and
1949. Micro backs 629 and 637 produced the rarest of the
$5 Federal Reserve mules. Back 637 is found on Series of
1934A, B and C mules; 629 on 1934Cs.

As a type note, the $5 FRN Series of 1934A ranks as the
rarest mule variety. With only four known, they eclipse the
super-rare $2 Series of 1928C legal tender mules (micro face,
macro back) and $10 Series of 1934 North Africa (yellow seal)
silver certificate mules (micro face, macro back). The four
known $5 FRN Series of 1934A mules are from micro back
plate 637. They were printed in 1945-6 and carry blue-green
backs. Muled Series of 1934A $5 New York FRNs of 1941-2
vintage are also possible. These would have utilized stockpiled
micro backs printed between 1932 and 1937 so their backs,
if one is ever found, will have the earlier yellow-green ink.

No $5 FRN yellow-green seal Series of 1934 mules, 1934A
mules, or 1934A non-mules are possible because there were
no $5 FRN printings between May 20,1937 and July 10,1941.
The yellow-green seals were phased out sometime in late
1938, almost three years before the first S5 FRN Series of
1934A face plates went to press. Macro back $5s were first
printed in March, 1938, but no Series of 1934 face plates were
in use then to allow for the creation of mules with yellow-
green seals. When production of Series of 1934 $5 FRN faces
resumed in 1941, the seal color had been changed to blue-
green. Thus all the $5 FRN Series of 1934 mules bear blue-
green seals.
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The Day

S pinner
 puttered
	 Again

by DAVID RAY ARNOLD, Jr.

Names to conjure with, so the saying goes. There are
many such names for the ardent collector: not among
the least of which is the magic Chittenden-Spinner. For-
tunate holders of early United States paper money
bearing that signature combination have been be-
queathed the very hand and seal of two outstanding
fiscal officers serving under Abraham Lincoln.

UCIUS E. Chittenden was Register of the Treasury
from April 17,1861 to August 10,1864, in association
with Francis E. Spinner, Treasurer. Chittenden tells in

his personal reminiscences of the assertion that Lincoln re-
fused to take his salary of $25,000 in greenbacks, insisting
instead that he receive gold certificates. It was said publicly
that at the same time Union soldiers were forced to accept
the greenbacks at a 50 percent discount, and further, that
Jefferson Davis was paid in depreciated Confederate notes.

Spinner was infuriated by the accusation about Lincoln. The
fiercely loyal Treasurer said that since he could not kill the
rascal whose newspaper article he had seen, he could at least
"step on his lie," for lie it was. Lincoln was paid monthly by
Treasury draft, and the President had not so much as collected
the money, preferring to leave it in the Treasury.

There was only a short period during which these events
could have occurred. It was some time after the authorizing
Act that any certificates were issued, and Lincoln was shot
on April 14,1865.

This was neither the first nor the last of typical Spinner ex-
plosions, for the fuses between his conceptions and his reac-
tions were short, dry, and half flashpowder. Spinner served
with three more Registers, but true to form, it was a differ-
ence of opinion that brought about his resignation in 1875.

The calm, controlled Chittenden described the Treasurer
only as "forthright," and his lurid language as "colorful," not
profane. Chittenden admired and respected Spinner, calling
him "that grand old man."

Recall of this anecdote is timely in view of what some see
as a revival of interest in gold certificates. Spinner's signature,
of course, appears on the earlier examples; all now very rare.

More will he heard about gold certificates in days to come.
The aristocrat of paper money was a desirable instrument at
its beginning in 1863, and it still is.


