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B ison or
uffalo, the
ill is
eautiful

In the mid 1800s, 30 to 40
million buffalo grazed in the
west; by 1889 there were fewer
than 1,000.

by GENE HESSLER

Just as the profile of the American Indian on the obverse
of the five-cent piece (1913-1938) is a composite of three
Indians, i.e., Iron Tail, a Sioux, and Chiefs Two Moons,
a Cheyenne and John Big Tree, an Iriquois, it seems that
the bison (hereafter called a buffalo) on the 1901, $10
United States note is a composite of two different ani-
mals: one at the National Park Zoo in Washington, D.C.,
the other, a mounted specimen at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

N
 OT many of us own one but wish we did —not the

animal, the bank note. The robust design, which im-
plies much about the exploration of the American

West, has been the subject of articles for the past 60 years. Like
others, I fell victim to repeating inaccurate, secondary source in-
formation. Initially, it was thought that Black Diamond, a buffalo
at the New York Zoological Gardens, or Central Park Zoo, who
served as the model for the five-cent piece reverse was also the
model for the $10 note.

It is easy to understand why some thought the model for the
$10 note and the five-cent piece were one and the same. The
note and the coin were issued within 12 years of each other.
There were, however, two different animals and their lives par-
alleled each other. Black Diamond, the model for the James E.
Fraser coin design, was born in 1893 at the New York Central
Park Zoo from stock donated by Barnum and Bailey. The ani-
mal was put to death in November 1915. "Fred Santer, a New
York Taxidermist, mounted the head. The skin was made into
an automobile robe" (Miller).

A few years ago I was shown a clipping from Mentor Maga-
zine (Vol. 4, No. 13, Ser. 113), it was a reprint from Hornaday
(1904). Big game hunter W.T. Hornaday described a buffalo he
shot and killed on 6 December 1886. He said the animal was
the model for the $10 bank note.

The following appears in Rhees:
"In that hunt twenty-five bison were shot. The bison had
then become so rare as to be almost a curiosity in Montana,
although but a few years ago they roamed in countless num-
bers over the plains. The work of slaughter had gone on with
such expedition that almost before naturalists were aware of
it, it became exceedingly doubtful whether a satisfactory ser-
ies of specimens for study and for general museum purposes
could be secured'. So the Smithsonian hunt was organized
and went out, Mr. Hornaday being the chief of the the expe-
dition. The hunt was successful beyond expectation. The
very last [animal] that was shot was this monster bull, that
fell to Mr. Hornaday's own rifle. It seemed as if Providence
had ordained that this splendid animal, perfect in limb, no-
ble in size, should be saved to serve as a monument to the
greatness of his race, that once roamed the praries in my-
riads. Bullets found in his body showed that he had been

chased and hunted before, but fate preserved him for the
immortality of a museum exhibit. His vertical height at the
shoulder is five feet eight inches. The thick hair adds enough
to his height to make it a full six feet. The length of his head
and body is nine feet two inches, his girth eight feet four in-
ches, and his weight is, or was, about sixteen hundred
pounds."

The version by Hornaday (1904) was in agreement on the
height of the animal, but two vital statistics were different: nose
to root of tail was 10 feet 2 inches; the estimated weight, 2,100
pounds. Perhaps this was a buffalo tale on the part of the hunt-
er.

One story as to how this mounted buffalo became the model
for the $10 note 2 was told by Charles R. Knight in The Numis-
matist (September 1941) and The Essay-Proof Journal (Winter
1967):

"I had been working on a number of fossil drawings during
my stay in Washington in the year 1901, and for this pur-
pose availed myself of the fine collection then housed in the
Old National Museum. Dr. Fred Lucas, then Curator of
Anatomy and Osteology, kindly assisted me in securing data
for my picture, and to reach his office, which was at the back
of the building, I had to pass the big buffalo group, mount-
ed, I think, by William T. Hornaday, later for many years the
director of the Bronx Zoological Park in New York City.

"For several days prior to my little adventure I had seen
workmen busy removing a large plate glass panel from one
side of the group, and later some gentlemen seemed to be at
work copying the great brown creatures now clearly visible
without intervening glass. At last my curiosity got the best of
me, and, climbing over the wooden barrier which had been
erected to keep out visitors, I approached the industrious in-
dividual hard at work on a sketch which he seemed to have
difficulty in finishing.

"'Pardon me,' I said, 'but would you mind telling me just
what you are doing?'

"'Certainly, I will,' he replied, 'and I'm dreadfully stuck on
this job about which I know nothing and I only wish some-
one would help me out.'

"For once in my life I had my wits about me, so I quickly
suggested that he let me do it. To my surprise he rose from
his seat, grasped me by the arm and almost shouted, Will
you? Then come with me to the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing and I'll introduce you to my boss. My name's Bald-
win, and I am an engraver at the Bureau, and what I don't
know about buffaloes would fill a book."'

"Enough said. I went with him, met Mr. Hill, then chief
of the department, I believe, got the order and forthwith de-
parted for the zoo in Rock Creek Park, there to wrestle with
the drawing from life of a superb old bull buffalo, whose pic-
ture later appeared on the $10 bill" (Mueller 4).
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The mounted group of buffalo in the Smithsonian Institute.

The building [where the animal] was exhibited is now known
as the Arts and Industries Building. The natural history exhibits
are now in the National Museum of Natural History, across the
mall from the Arts and Industries Building.

There is another version, it involves a live buffalo. Since no
picture of a buffalo could be located at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing (BEP), J.R. Hill, Chief of the Engraving Division at
the BEP "requested [Marcus W.] Baldwin to hasten to the
Washington Zoo and make a drawing of one of the animals.

"Executing a drawing from life of any type of animal is a diffi-
cult task and can only be carried out successfully by a person
of long experience in that line. Baldwin left the Bureau with
great timidity, and after entering upon his assigned mission
he discovered it extremely difficult to catch the position of a
live beast holding to the one position. He worked on his

drawing for an hour or so with little success. A passerby no-
ticed that he was experiencing great difficulty and asked if he
might be of service. The young man took Baldwin's pencil
and pad and began his drawing of the bison in a standing
position with its head toward the ground, and within a short
time carried the drawing through to its finished state. Bald-
win was of course delighted and thanked the young man
most profusely, who, when asked his name, introduced
himself as Charles R. Knight. This young artist later became
world renowned as an animal painter . . " (Morris).

Both animals have been documented, but did both serve as
models for the $10 note? Probably. But, stories, as they are re-
lated over a period of years, have a way of becoming confused
with other contemporary events.

Pablo, the buffalo at the National Zoological Park. (Courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution)
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Baldwin might have had difficulty in sketching a live animal,
and Knight could have come to the rescue. Baldwin, undoubt-
edly. visited the zoo to observe and attempt to sketch a live
animal. Any artist would prefer a live subject. Nevertheless, the
stance of the mounted buffalo at the Smithsonian clearly sug-
gests that the Hornaday specimen influenced Knight and Bald-
win.
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The following was mentioned as part of a 1989, Public Radio
program on location in Montana. On the Montana Bison
Range, 350 bison roam. Once each year they are herded into
holding pens, guided through chutes onto a scale where they
are weighed and examined for disease. About 100 calves are
born each year; each is branded. Excess animals [above 350]
are sold.

Ostrander Smith designed
this note. Marcus W. Bald-
win based his engraving of
Pablo on a sketch by
Charles R. Knight. The
portraits of Lewis and Clark
were engraved by G.F.C.
Smillie.

About ten years ago I saw a reference in the magazine,
Stamps; F. Ellis identified the buffalo on the 30-cent stamp
(SA172) and the $10 U.S. note as Pablo. Since that time I have
used this name for the model, nevertheless, some have ques-
tioned me, insisting that Black Diamond was the model. Here is
what I have been able to establish.

Pablo was purchased for $500 from Michel Pablo of Ronan,
Montana on 23 October 1897. "It lived in the [National] Zoo for
17 years, finally dying of old age on October 3, 1914. By that
time it was thin-haired and in very poor condition. Consequent-
ly it was of no use as a museum specimen and was not pre-
served" (Johnson). Similar information was received from the
National Zoological Park, except that the date of death was
given as 13 October 1914. Letters from both the zoo and the
Smithsonian refer to the animal as Pablo and refer to it as the
model for the $10 note. The name was undoubtedly adopted
from the previous owner.

The design for the $10 note, as powerful as it is, was the sec-
ond choice, but the better one. The original design consisted of
an engraving of the battleship Massachusetts flanked by en-
graved portraits of U.S. Naval heroes Bainbridge and Decatur.
The influence of naturalist John Muir on Vice President Theo-
dore Roosevelt, who became a born-again environmentalist,
brought a change of design for the $10 note, in my opinion, our
first and only environmental bank note. It also served as an an-
nouncement for the approaching 100th anniversary of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition (see Hessler 1973).

Roosevelt guided, expanded and protected the National Park
system. As President he created the Forest Service, established
wildlife refuges and signed an Act that allowed the President to
create National Monuments and National Parks.

In 1894, seven years before the $10 note was issued, about
85 buffalo roamed the West; there were 1,000 in zoos, parks
and private herds. At the turn of the century it was estimated
that only a few dozen buffaloes grazed freely. In 1902 Congress
appropriated $15,000 for the protection of the disappearing
buffalo. One year later the number of free-ranging buffalo was
estimated at 634; 1,119 pure-bred animals were in captivity.

The announcer said that these "bisons can outrun a horse,
and can run all day." In the background one could hear the
snorts and grunts of these magnificent animals as bystanders
watched. Although not intended as a spectator event, the an-
nual roundup has become just that.

Conservation and a respect for the environment were not in
the minds of most Americans in the 19th century. As the rail-
road rushed passengers into the West, it was not uncommon for
trains to wait for hours as herds of buffalo ignored the tracks that
infringed upon their right-of-way. At such a time, and when the
trains were moving, hunters and those who had a gun in their
possession raised their window, aimed, and shot into a thunder-
ing wall of furry fury; it was difficult to miss such a target.
Thousands of animals were needlessly slaughtered and
maimed.

General Philip Sheridan, who was in command of the De-
partment of the Missouri in 1867 and also conducted a cam-
paign against the Indians, may not have had the typical U.S. Ar-

Otis Thom (p)son, co-founder of the Security Bank Note Co., most as-
suredly used Baldwin's engraving as a model for his own engraving.
This version is on a 1981, souvenir card issued by the Currency Club of
Chester County, Pennsylvania.
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my officer attitude, but he was not alone. He said, "exterminate
the buffalo and the Indian problem will be settled." The buffalo
was the staff of life for the American Indian in the West; every
part of the animal was used in some way. Sheridan suggested a
bronze medallion "with a dead buffalo on one side and a dis-
couraged Indian on the other." This would have been awarded
to the buffalo hunters.

Sheridan's despicable suggestion was never taken seriously.
However, in 1913, the 25th anniversary of his death, one of
American's most handsome coins was issued. In contrast, how-
ever, to Sheridan's suggestion, the Indian and the buffalo as
they are honorably represented would have been a disappoint-
ment to the general— both images are magnificent.

As many as 500 buffalo were affected by the disastrous fire in
Yellowstone National Park in 1988. The animals, forced from
their habitat, were slaughtered out of fear that they might trans-
mit diseases to cattle. In 1904 only 30 buffalo were known in
Yellowstone; today there are about 2.350.

Fortunately, a century ago, a few had the vision that helped
to save the buffalo. The powerful engraving by Marcus W. Bald-
win, that dominates the 1901 $10 silver certificate, will always
be a reminder of how close this native American animal came to
extinction. Be it bison or buffalo, the bill is beautiful.

By his own admission, the legendary Buffalo Bill
killed 4,280 American buffalo between 1867 and
1868. By 1900 it has been recorded that 50 million
of these animals had been killed—most for their
hide, and far too many for sport alone.

A contemporary of William F. Cody (Buffalo Bill)
was Charles Jesse Jones who lived from 1844-
1918. During the 1860s he too killed thousands of
buffalo for their hide, and was given the name
"Buffalo" Jones. In 1872 it occurred to Jones that
the American buffalo would certainly become ex-
tinct if such killing continued. Buffalo Jones man-
aged to capture 12-15 of the animals with the in-
tention of crossbreeding them with cattle to pro-
duce a hardier breed of cattle. By 1898 there were
500 of the new breed called "cattalo." During the
1970s a similar experiment was tried; the breed
was called "beefalo."

In 1902 President Theodore Roosevelt appoint-
ed the first warden to be in charge of the 3,472
square-mile Yellowstone National Park. This
warden was Charles Jesse "Buffalo" Jones.

Some Canadian and U.S., obsolete bank notes on which the
American bison, or buffalo, can be found:

CANADA
Pick S1828
Pick S1250

UNITED STATES
Haxby No.
IN-30 G4
MA-1095 G 12a
MA-105 G8

$50	 International Bank, Toronto
$20	 Northern Crown Bank, Toronto

$3	 Shawnee Bank, Attica
$1	 Commercial Bank, Salem
$5	 Bank of Clinton
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MI-160 G4a
	

$2	 State Bank, Detroit
MN-120 G2
	

$1	 S earns County Bank,
St. Cloud

MN-150 G2a
	

$1	 Ramsey County Bank, St. Paul
MN-155 G8
	

$10	 Bank of St. Paul
MN-160 G8a
	

$5	 Bank of the State of Minnesota
MN-190 G6a
	

$5	 Chisago Bank, Taylor Falls
MO-50 Design lAa $1 	 Bank of St. Louis
NE-10 G6a
	

$2	 Nemaha Valley Bank,
Brownsville

NE-55 G2a
	

$1	 Bank of Nebraska, Omaha City

New Mexico 	 12 1/2	 A. & 0. Zeckendorf, Santa Fe
NY-360

G4, G8, G12
	

Bank of Buffalo
PA-560 G2
	

Pittston Bank
TX (Medlar 59)
	

Government of Texas, Houston
TN-195 Design 1B
	

Bank of Tennessee. Nashville
WI-420 G2, G2c
	

Green Bay Bank, Maranett
WI-435 G2, G2a
	

Menomonee Bank
WI-450 G6a
	

Exchange Bank of
Wm. J. Bell & Co.

WI-480 G2
	

$1
	

Juneau Bank, Milwaukee
WI-630 G2, G4
	

$1
	

Oshkosh Commercial Bank
WI-1795 G2, G2a $1

	
Bank of Superior

FOOTNOTES
I In 1874 a bill was passed that prohibited the killing of a buffalo cow

except by an Indian.

2 On 10 April 1901 The New York Times reported that "The note is
considered as artistic as any that has been issued in many years.
Prominent in the centre of the face of the note is the picture of an
American buffalo, taken from a photograph of a fine mounted speci-
men in the National Museum. -

Sources
Duncan, D. (1987). Out West, an American Journey. New York: Vik-

ing.

Glenn, S.W. Assistant archivist, Smithsonian Institution Archives.
(1987). Letter to the author.

Hamlet, S.E. Historian, National Zoological Park. (September 1988).
Letter to the author.

(Continued on page 15)
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The Great Depression was obviously a very bad period for se-
curities issues, and while scrip and other emergency work
helped ease the slack in the early 1930s, the printing of Chinese
bank notes performed that function in the late 1930s. Security
Bank Note of Philadelphia had acquired the Chinese bank note
contract through its agent, William Hunt, and it was more work
than Security could handle. Security therefore subcontracted
some of the work to Republic and other bank note companies,
with all of the notes carrying the Security imprint. At certain
times the China bank note work was 85 - 90 percent of the

printing done at Republic.
The Chinese bank note business was the work that helped

foster the idea of Republic's merger with Security. The two firms
were working together quite well on that immense project, and
their equipment complemented each other's. The name Securi-
ty was maintained for the merged firm because that name trans-
lated into a phrase in Chinese that was more appropriate as a
name for a bank note company, and China was the location of
much of the business at the time the merger was being consid-
ered. The merger occurred in November. 1942.

What's In A Name (Continued from page 7)

The Bank of North America. Charter 602, issued the follow-
ing types of National Currency: First Charter, Original Series;
First Charter, Series of 1875; Second Charter Brown Backs;
Third Charter Red Seals; Third Charter Date Backs; and Third
Charter Plain Backs. The amount of notes outstanding in 1923
was $488,617: this amount includes the circulation outstanding
of the National Bank of The Northern Liberties in Philadelphia,
Charter 541, which was assumed by consolidation on March 6,
1916.

Sources
American Banker, 150th anniversary edition. (1986). New York:

American Banker, Inc.

Lewis, L. Jr. (1882). A history of the Bank of North America, the first

bank chartered in the United States. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott
& Co.

Cooke, R.G. (1906). The Bank of North America, Philadelphia: A na-
tional bank, founded 1781; the story of its progress through the
past quarter of a century 1881-1906. New York.

Hickman, J., & Oakes, D. (1982). Standard Catalog of national bank
notes. Iola, WI: Krause Pub.
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