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Looking Closely At

Portraits of Dom Pedro II

Brazil Sends Photo

by GENE HESSLER

I F THE CLIENT of a banknote company requests that a por-
trait already used on one of their notes should face the op-
posite direction on another note, the solution is simple; re-

verse the original photograph. This might work in some in-
stances, but it will not prove acceptable in most. We shall take a
look at one such example.

The first use of a portrait of Dom Pedro II (1825-1891), Em-
peror of Brazil (1831-1889) can be seen on the 10 mil reis
(PA204). This and other notes in this series were printed by Per-
kins, Bacon & Petch. There is a portrait of the youthful emperor
on the 50 mil reis (PA224). On the 1 mil reis (PA228) a matur-
ing Dom Pedro II faces to his right; on the 200 mil reis (PA235)
he faces to his left. These notes were printed by Perkins, Bacon
& Co.

500 Reis

The 500 reis (PA242) was printed by the American Bank
Note Company. The portrait on this note shows the image of
the forty-nine year old Dom Pedro with his large, bushy beard
that had turned gray prematurely. A series of notes that fol-
lowed displayed a younger portrait; this, too, was printed by the
American Bank Note Company. The series consisted of 1, 2, 50
and 10 mil reis notes (PA244-246 & 252); the portrait on these
notes was engraved by James Bannister. The portrait that
served as a model for the next group of notes is the one that
concerns us most.

More often than not, the client provides a portrait for the
banknote company that engraves and prints the notes. In this in-
stance the Government of Brazil (probably) sent a photograph
of Dom Pedro II, facing to his right, to the American Bank Note
Company. The first use of this photograph as a model appeared
on the 100 mil reis note (PA247); it was issued about 1877. The
designer of this and the notes that follow was Thomas F. Morris.
This same portrait was the model for at least five other bank-
notes: (PA248, 249, 254, 255, 260 & 263). All others (PA242,
250, 251, 253, 256, 258, 259, 261, 262 and 264; and P 138,
146, 153, 162, 170 and 180) have the subject facing to his left.
Some of these notes were issued with overprints; they are il-
lustrated in PICK Vol. 1.

Bank Note Portrait Reversed

The portrait of Dom Pedro II facing right reveals that he part-
ed his hair on the left. This is verified by the profiles of the em-
peror on the coins of Brazil. Both left and right profiles corrobo-
rate this fact. When the banknote portrait was reversed, the hair
was parted on the opposite side; an observation that few might
not care about or even notice. However, on this same portrait,
the coat is buttoned right over left, the antithesis of the way
males have buttons arranged on their clothing.

500 reis. PA242.

Unissued 20 mil reis similar to PA244-246 & 252.
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This is the correct portrait with the lapel overlapping to the right.
PA247.

Although portions, including the beard, have been retouched, this por-
trait shows the lapel overlapping incorrectly to the left, PA249.

When preparation was made for the original engraved por-
trait, the photograph of Dom Pedro II was reduced to the exact
size needed. The engraver, Charles Burt, with the aid of a steel
point, traced the outline and general details of the portrait onto
transparent cellulose. The next step was to completely fill the
lines with a fine black or red powder. The side of the cellulose
with the powder was carefully placed on a piece of steel that had
already been coated with etching ground and wax. With a bur-
nisher, the engraver forced the powder into the wax surface.
When the cellulose was peeled away, the outline of Dom Pedro
II remained, in reverse, on the wax. The engraver, again with
the aid of a steel point, then made the first attack on the plate.
After acid was applied to bite into the area where the dots had
been made, a variety of burins and gravers were selected to cut
lines of different widths, some shallow, some deep. For the two
or three weeks that followed, Charles Burt applied a talent that
few have mastered.

To prepare the same portrait—facing the other way—for en-
graving. the above process is repeated; however, the original
photographic print must be printed backward, or incorrectly.

The portrait of Dom Pedro II facing to his right was engraved
by Charles Burt. The portrait with the coat buttoned incorrectly
is the work of engraver Louis Delnoce.

Charles Burt
Charles Burt was born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1822. In

1836 he came to New York City. During his lifetime he worked
for ten different banknote companies. i.e., Rawdon, Wright,
Hatch & Edson; British-American; Homer Lee; John A.
Lowell; New York; Western: American; Baldwin, Gleason;
Continental; and International. Ultimately he engraved for the
U.S Bureau of Engraving and Printing. Charles Burt died in
Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1892.

Correct

Reversed

Louis Delnoce
The life of Louis Delnoce parallels that of Charles Burt. Del-

noce was born in the same year as Burt in New York City; he
died there in 1890. This equally talented engraver was em-
ployed by six different banknote companies, i.e., Columbian;
National; American; Homer Lee: Franklin; and International.
He, too, engraved for the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing. His portrait of Dom Pedro II was engraved in 1878.

Thomas F. Morris
Thomas F. Morris, designer, was born on September 2. 1852

in New York City; his parents had come from Merthyr Tydfil,
Wales. Young Morris was apprenticed as a designer at the
American Bank Note Company; he became Chief Designer in
1882. Six years later he accepted the position of Superintend-
ent of Designing and Engraving at the Homer Lee Bank Note
Company. In 1893 Thomas F. Morris was appointed Chief of
the Engraving Division at the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and
Printing. This highly respected designer died on January 8,
1898 in Brooklyn, New York.

Dom Pedro H
Dom Pedro II, the second and last emperor of Brazil, was an

imposing man; he was 6 feet 4 inches tall. His blue eyes were in-
herited from his German mother. Dom Pedro de Alcantara. his
full name, was considered a good, patient and liberal ruler, al-
though he initially favored the old landowning aristocracy. He
was somewhat of a linguist. After thirty years as emperor he
went abroad. In Europe he sought out literary figures with
whom he felt at home and he conversed with them in their lan-
guages. In 1876 Dom Pedro visited the United States, where he
met Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and John Greenleaf Whittier.

Slavery posed a problem for this emperor. Nevertheless. he
freed his personal slaves in 1840, forty-years before emancipa-

(Continued on page 126)
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35. 	 Sept. 10, 1931. Reopening of closed Cochise
County State Bank will depend entirely upon 100% cooperation
of depositors, p. 1.

36. 	 , Sept. 17, 1931, Second letter is sent to bank's de-
positors, p. 1.

37. 	 , Sept. 17, 1931. New and approved agreement re-
ceived and submitted to depositors, p. 2.

38. 	  Jan. 7, 1932, Stockholder liability met 80%; de-
positor 50% sign-up helpful, but rest must sign, p. 1.

39. 	 , Feb. 25, 1932, 10% dividend checks mailed soon,
p. 1.

40. 	  April 7, 1932, Slowness of final small per cent of
depositors in signing up puts reopening plan for local banks in lim-
bo. p. 1.

41. 	  June 2, 1932. Bank reopening plan is dropped,
1

42. U.S. Comptroller of the Currency, issued annually, Annual Re-
ports of the U.S. Comptroller of the Currency: U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C.

43. U.S. Comptroller of the Currency. Aug. 18. 1902. Report of Or-
ganization of National Banks: U.S. National Archives, Wash-
ington, D.C.

44. United States District Court, District of Arizona, various dates,
Criminal Docket sheets for C-1990 TUC and C-2192 TUC, United
States of America us. Maurice M. Bludworth: Office of the Clerk,
Tucson.

45. United States District Court, District of Arizona, various dates,
Recognizances of Appearance, Indictments, Verdicts, Commit-
ment to Penitentiary. Commitment to County Jail, and other rec-
ords. United States of America us. Maurice M. Bludworth,
C-1596, 1971 through 1990, 2192, 2200, 2201 TUC.: Los An-
geles Federal Archives and Records Center, General Services Ad-
ministration, Laguna Niguel, California.

Costello (Continued from page 125)

Mrs. Costello was 45 years old when Martin died. By the
time she took control of the First National Bank of Tombstone,
she was 55. By 1924 she was honored as "a capitalist and busi-
ness woman, well-known for her financial standing throughout
the Southwest(33)." She was the largest property holder in
Tombstone in the early 1920s.

Mrs. Costello gradually retired and maintained her home in
Los Angeles where she died December 12, 1941, at 74 years of
age(2). Her daughter Ruth stayed in Tombstone after the bank
was reopened and married in 1926. One of Mary's sons, Cecil,
began his career in ranching in 1915 in the Cochise Stronghold
country 12 miles northeast of Tombstone. His Sycamore
Springs Ranch was one of the most successful spreads in the
area, earning Cecil prominence throughout the state. He took
about two years out of his ranching career to serve in the tren-
ches of World War I during which he rose to the rank of
sergeant(30).

Insurection (Continued from page 111)

notes as emergency money were issued in the following de-
nominations: 10 and 15 gr., 1, 2 and 5 zlp, each in different
paper colors (white, green, yellow, pink and blue) and signed by
the issuer (Malachowski) and his clerks. One should remember
that paper money has not been so unfamiliar to T. Kosciuszko.
During his American campaign he probably saw and used vari-
ous notes issued by both the Continental Congress and the indi-
vidual colonies, or states, in America. Here again we come to
the American aspect of T. Kosciuszko's unusual career that pro-
posed this last observation as a hypothesis. Two and a half
months of treasury notes circulating in Warsaw amounted to no
more than 6 million ducats, estimated according to the nominal
value of all the paper money printed during this turbulent
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period. The next chapter in the history of Polish paper money
took place in the Duchy of Warsaw, which existed during the
Napoleonic wars in central and eastern Europe in the early 19th
century. On the other hand Polish territories seized by Russia,
Austria and Prussia were incorporated into the monetary mar-
kets of those three partitioning powers, which just began to issue
their own paper money at the turn of the 18th and 19th cen-
turies.

Literature:

Askenazy S. and W. Dzwonkowski (ed.), Akty powstania Kosciuszki
(Records of the Kosciuszko's uprising) vols 1-2, Krakow 1918.

Grodeck A., Pieniadze papierowe podczas Insurekcji 1794 roku
(Paper money during the Insurrection of 1794). Rocznik Wyzszej
Szkoly Handlowej vol. 4:1927, pp. 67-152.

Kurnatowski M., Pieniadze papierowe polskie z roku 1794 (Polish
paper money from 1794), Zapiski Numizmavyczne (Krakow) vol. 5,
1888, no 18, pp. 313-327

Mikolajczyk, A., Najstarsze banknoty polskie w zbiorach Muzeum
Archeologicznego i Etnograficznego w Lodzi (The earliest Polish
notes in the collection of the Archaeological and Ethnograhical
Museum in Lodz), Prace i Materialy Muzeum Archeologicznego i Et-
nograficznego w Lodzi, seria numizmatyczna i konserwatorska vol. 2,
1982, pp. 51-62, plates 1-XII.

Footnotes

1. Hetman was the highest military rank, from the 16th to the 18th
century, in the Kingdom of Poland and the Great Duchy of Lithu-
ania; it was held independently.

2. Voivodship (wojewodztwo) is a traditional Polish administrative unit,
equal to province or department.

3. Mint-foot was the basis of the Polish monetary standard: it estab-
lished the quantity and quality of coins struck.

4. Great Poland is the name of one of the Polish historical provinces.

Dom Pedro (Continued from page 117)

tion was accomplished in Brazil. In 1880, he lost his popularity
among the wealthy landowners due to his liberal policies, in-
cluding the abolition of slavery, freedom of speech and freedom
of the press.

A military revolt helped create the Republic of Brazil, which
was established on November 15, 1889. Dom Pedro II left the
country with his family, refusing the considerable sum of money
offered to him. He died two years later.

The reversed portrait of Dom Pedro II has bothered me for
years, so I decided to submit my observations to these pages.
Undoubtedly there are portraits of others, printed or engraved
in reverse. Have you seen any?

From the illustrations shown here we can see that if a portrait
is to be reversed, without visible notice, the subject must have
his or her hair parted in the middle, or no part at all, and have
no overlapping lapels.

This article was originally published without illustrations in the Interna-
tional Bank Note Society Journal, Vol. 24, No. 1. 1985. Since then I
have located photographs that illustrate the text.
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