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Currency Label Sets
Old and New

by FRANK CLARK

A currency label set consists of the first and last note of a
brick of notes plus the identifying label for that particular
brick. A brick is a package of 4,000 notes consisting of 40
packs of 100 notes. This is how currency leaves the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing when it is shipped to
one of the twelve Federal Reserve banks. This article de-
scribes and illustrates labels from the 1963 Series to the
present.

C URRENT LABELS only list the serial number of the first
note in the brick. Until the 1974 Series, labels would list
the serial numbers for the first note and for the last note

in the brick. At one time bricks also had a label at the beginning
and at the end. The end-label was discontinued with the 1977
Series. Current bricks have one label at the beginning of the
brick with only the serial number listed for the first note in the
brick. This is attached to a block of wood. There is also a block
of wood at the bottom of the brick. The brick is banded with steel
and is enclosed in shrink-wrapped plastic; it is then ready for
shipment.

FEDERAL RESERVE NOTES
SAN FRANCISCO LPkg. No. 13555	 SERIES 1963

4,000 1'S $4,000
to	 L54220000F

r
on  /- 	19,

	  on 	 -)  19  6 r

Series 1963 front label with serial numbers listed for first and last notes.
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Series 1963 back label with serial numbers listed for first and last notes.
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Series 1974 Type 1 label with "PKG. NO " below the series designa-
tion.

In addition to the serial number of the first note, the label
identifies:

1. Package number
2. Amount of notes
3. Type of notes
4. Series
5. Denomination
6. Amount of package
7. Places for initials and dates of who assembled, verified,

banded and wrapped the brick. (Most of this has been
taken over by machine and these are seldom used now.)

8. The name of the Federal Reserve Bank plus the corre-
sponding district letter for each bank is placed in each cor-
ner of the label.

The above is for a current front label. Earlier front and end labels
would have a slightly different layout, except for the 1974 Series
where they are alike. Also, there can be slightly different labels
for the same series of notes in regard to the location of the pack-
age number. This has been observed for the Series 1974 notes.
(A special note on the Series 1976, $2 Federal Reserve Notes
since no other currency carries that series designation: each
brick contains a front and end label with only the serial number
for the first note listed.)
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Front and back labels for Series 1976, $2 Federal Reserve Notes for the
Dallas Federal Reserve Bank.

The front of a BEP wrapper for 100 notes, in this instance a pack of $2
Federal Reserue Notes. Notice the clause on the wrapper.

The following is a listing of the twelve Federal Reserve banks,
plus their corresponding district numbers and letters:

BANK
	

NUMBER
	

LETTER
Boston
	

1
	

A
New York
	

2
	

B
Philadelphia
	

3
	

C
Cleveland
	

4
	

D
Richmond
	

5
	

E
Atlanta
	

6
	

F
Chicago
	

7
	

G
St. Louis
	

8
	

H
Minneapolis
	

9
Kansas City
	

10
	

J
Dallas
	

11
	

K
San Francisco
	

12
	

L

The label will usually be in the same color as the wrapper used
to enclose each 100 notes for each denomination. However,
the package number and beginning serial number are in black.
The following table lists the colors used for the lettering on a
label:

DENOMINATION LABEL COLOR
4,000 NOTES

WRAPPER COLOR
100 NOTES

$ 	 1 BLUE BLUE
$	 2 GREEN GREEN
$	 5 RED RED
$ 10 "BLACK YELLOW
$ 20 PURPLE PURPLE
$ 50 DARK BROWN DARK BROWN
$100 OLIVE GREEN OLIVE GREEN

• According to a BEP spokeswoman, this label is black because yellow is
difficult for the inspectors to read.

When a currency series changes, labels are overprinted with a
black letter that follows the original series designation. For ex-
ample, when the currency series went from 1981 to 1981A,
1981 labels were overprinted with a black "A" to produce
1981A labels for 1981A notes. This was not seen on earlier
labels. For example, labels would say "Series 1969", but their
notes could be 1969A's, 1969B's, etc.

The back of a BEP wrapper .

Notes that are damaged or misprinted are replaced by differ-
ent numbers with a star (*) suffix. A "star note" can take the
place of the note with the listed serial number on the label if that
note becomes a replacement note.

Sometimes entire bricks of star notes will be released to re-
duce star note inventory at the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing, or to replace large amounts of currency that do not meet
the BEP's standards. In that case the BEP will use a standard
label but it will be stamped twice with the following: "THIS
PACKAGE CONTAINS 4,000 STAR NOTES IN LIEU OF
SERIAL NUMBERS INDICATED ON LABEL."

There has been a recent change in the label format. Series
1985 labels come in two different types. The first type is the
same as the earlier labels described, but the new type is quite dif-
ferent. It is being phased-in slowly and presently is used only on
$1 notes.

The older type label is used with notes produced by the Cur-
rency Overprinting and Processing Equipment (COPE) system.
The new type labels are for notes produced by the new Curren-
cy Overprinting and Processing Equipment and Packaging
(COPE PAK) system. COPE PAK further automates our
nation's currency production by providing an advanced, all-in-
one packaging and labeling system.

The COPE PAK system of packaging currency introduces a
scannable band and an Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
readable label. OCR is the identification of graphic characters by
use of photo sensitive devices. This is beneficial for automated
internal controls at the BEP. It will also allow the Federal Re-
serve Districts to automate records that relate to the addition or
reduction of currency to and from their inventories for thirty-
seven branch offices. The COPE system currently requires a
manual accounting of the transfer of currency within the Federal
Reserve Districts and their branches.
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The COPE PAK system will allow the BEP to meet increased
demands for new currency with no increase to unit cost. The
new labels can be mechanically rather than manually applied.
The labels can also be automatically read and recorded into an
inventory system. The notes are also packaged differently than
in the past.

The OCR readable label is self-adhesive and is applied directly
to a shrink-wrapped mini-brick of one thousand notes. Four of
these mini-bricks make up the traditional brick. Each mini-brick
label bears the appropriate brick number along with the serial
number for the first note in the mini-brick. Four complete bricks
are boxed together to make a super-brick and the box is sealed
with packaging tape that includes the letters "BEP" and an eagle
design. Another label is attached to the outside of the box that
contains the same information as the first label in the super-
brick, but instead of a brick number there is a box number or
super-brick number listed. This outside label is bigger and in the

Paper Money Whole No. 140

traditional color of the earlier labels, i.e., blue for $1 notes. The
OCR labels are only black on white and they contain the follow-
ing information:

1. Scannable Bands
2. Federal Reserve Bank
3. Denomination
4. Brick number
5. Series
6. Beginning serial number of the mini-brick

The super-brick or box label contains the following information:
1. Box or super-brick number
2. Federal Reserve Bank
3. Series
4. Scannable band
5. Beginning serial number of the super-brick

Super-Brick Box Number

Series Designation

Scannable Band

Serial Number of
First Note

Federal Reserve Bank

New super-brick label.

SERIES85 H493440010-
	1

Federal Reserve Bank	 Series Designation

New mini-brick label.

Scannable Bands

Denomination

Brick Number

Serial Number of
First Note
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ABNCo Souvenir Card
This card was issued on March 15; it commemorates the 200th
anniversary of the inauguration of George Washington as the
first President of the United States.

The cost is $7, and it can be ordered from American Bank
Note Commemoratives, Inc., Newfane, VT 05345-0420.

THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
Proudly Commemorates the 200th Anniversary of the

Instugut 	 George Washington as the lust President of she United Staley of

—views 1789.1989 owe,
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A own oidei Ass si tented hr the Anent.
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10 print 7.000170 notes lot the Bank ot
in the wipe of the Cole appears a portrait at
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The dimensions of the labels are as follows:
1. Old Label-6.125" x 2.625"
2. OCR Label-4.75" x 2.25"
3. Box Label-4.75" x 2.875"

In summary. the new super-brick contains 16,000 notes, con-
sisting of four bricks of 4,000 notes each, with each 1,000 notes
separately shrink-wrapped with labels that list the serial number
of the first note in the mini-brick. There is also a label for the
super-brick. A label set for the new super-brick could consist of
the first and last note plus the label on the box or the label for the
first mini-brick in the box, since either label would have the serial
number of the first note in the super-brick, or, you could even
include both of these labels for your set. You could also include
the other labels for each of the mini-bricks within the super-
brick. You could even add the corresponding first note for each
of these labels. As you can see, there are many ways to collect
the old or new label sets.

Supplements
What follows is a supplemental listing of notes on which the
subjects discussed in the original articles can be found.	 (ed.)

The First Greenbacks (No. 135, p. 69)

Haxby No.
DC-70 	 G14B	 $2 Bank of Commerce, Georgetown
GA-27 	 G50a	 $10 Central Rail Road & Banking

Co., Savannah
IL-95 	 G4a	 $5' Bluff City Bank, Caledonia
IL-470 	 G4a	 $5 Hermitage Bank, Marion
IL-750 	 G2a	 $1 Bank of Sparta
MA-1130 G165a	 $10 Salem Bank
WI-490 	 G6a	 $10 Merchants Bank, Milwaukee
WI-500 	 G8	 $10 Bank of Milwaukee
W1-755 	 G4a	 $10 Bank of Stevens Point
'Previously listed incorrectly as $2.

The Calmady Children (No. 138, p. 173)

Haxby No.
CT-370 G80a
	

$50 Thames Bank, Norwich
MA-90 	 G30a
	

$50 Worcester County Bank
MA-100 G29a
	

$100 Atlantic Bank, Boston
MA-460 G34a
	

$20 Neponset Bank, Canton
NC	 — 	 51:X Hamburg Mills, Mt. Airy'
NH-165 G92a
	

$100 Bank of Lebanon
NJ-25 	 Gl2a
	

$3 Beverly Bank
NY-1355 G24a
	

$100 Middletown Bank
PA-150 G16a
	

$2 Bank of Germantown
PA-200 	 G2a
	

$1 Kittanning Bank
PA-330 G2a
	

$1 Farmers Bank of Mount Joy
PA-625 G8a
	

$5 McKean Bank of Smethport
RI-285 	 G8a & 8b $1 Eagle Bank, Providence
VA-160 G2b
	

$5 Bank of the City of Petersburg

First and last notes for super brick number H3085D.	WI-705	 G2	 $2 Prairie City
	WI-770	 G2 & 2a $1 Sun Prairie

Scrip by Hatch Litho Co., NY

Bank
Bank

SUMMARY TABLE OF FEDERAL
RESERVE NOTE LABELS FOR

SERIES 1963-1985
SERIES SERIAL NOS. SERIAL NO. 	 FRONT FRONT

FIRST & FIRST 	 & END LABEL
LAST NOTE NOTE ONLY 	 LABEL ONLY

1963' X X
1969* * X X
1974 X	 X
1976*** X	 X
1977 X X
1977A X X
1981 X X
1981A X X
1985**** X X

" Series 1963. 1963A & 1963B all use Series 1963 labels.
• • Series 1969, 1969A, 1969B, 1969C & 1969D all use Series

1969 labels.
• • * $2 Federal Reserve Notes only for this series.

*••• Two different types of labels are found within the Series 1985
labels—the conventional type and the new OCR label.
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