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Air Force Hero
Commemorated on a Banknote

by LEE POLESKE

The year is 1941. A fighter pilot sacrifices his life
in order to successfully complete his mission.
Thirty-five years later, his nation honors him by
placing his portrait on a banknote.

The pilot—Jose Abelardo Quitiones. The na-
tion — Peru. The banknote —the 1976, 500 soles de
oro note (P-115a). The war—the 1941-42 border
conflict between Peru and Ecuador.

HE WAR GREW out of boundary disputes between the two
countries dating back to the 1800s when they became in-
dependent. The main area in dispute was the Amazon

River basin of eastern Ecuador, covering some 120,000 square
miles. Neither country was willing to compromise and increas-
ingly frequent skirmishes between border patrols led to an all-
out war in July 1941. While the disputed border was in the east,
most of the fighting took place along the more heavily populated
Pacific coast.

Early in July the Ecuadorian army launched an attack across
the Zarumilla River into Peru. an attack quickly stopped by the
larger and better equipped Peruvian forces.

The Peruvian military command then made plans for a mas-
sive counter-offensive to drive the Ecuadorians off Peruvian soil
and to occupy Ecuador's El Oro province. The counter-offen-
sive was to begin on July 23. Ecuador's Air Force had been
neutralized early in the war, so the roll of the Peruvian Air Force
in the offensive was to provide reconnaissance and tactical sup-
port for the army. Among the air force units stationed in the
main combat area was the XXI Fighter Squadron commanded
by Lieutenant Commander Antonio Alberti. One of the pilots in
the squadron was Jose Quinones.

Quinones was born in the coastal town of Pimentel in 1914.
He started his schooling at Chicalayo, but was sent to Lima to
complete his secondary education. Overcoming his parents' in-
itial opposition, he entered Peru's Air Force Academy in 1935.
He made his first solo flight after only five hours and forty
minutes of flight instruction, a record never equalled at the
Academy. He graduated in 1939 as a second lieutenant and
was given the Ala de Oro (Golden Wing) award as the best
fighter pilot in his class. He was promoted to first lieutenant in
January 1941.

At the outbreak of the war his unit was stationed at Tumbes
and it played an active role in the war from the beginning,
bombing and strafing enemy positions. The XXI Fighter Squad-
ron was divided into three escadrilles: the 41st, 42nd and 43rd.
Each escadrille had three pilots. The 41st, Quinones' unit, was
equipped with North American NA-50s, armed with twin .30
caliber machine guns. The aircraft were also equipped to carry
bombs under their wings, so they could act as dive bombers.
The 42nd and 43rd were equipped with Italian Caproni 114s.

The mission of the 41st Escadrille, in the counter-offensive,
was to destroy the enemy strong point at Quebrada Seca. The
Ecuadorians had concentrated their artillery there, protected by
machine gun nests and anti-aircraft guns.

Lt. Commander Alberti led the 41st in its attack on Quebrada
Seca. Two dive bomb attacks were planned; during the first,
Quinones' aircraft, which he had named Pantera (Panther) was
hit by anti-aircraft fire. As flames enveloped his craft, Quinones,
rather than bailing out, aimed it at the largest concentration of
enemy artillery, which was destroyed by the impact of the crash.
His fellow pilots completed both their runs and the Ecuadorian
position was completely silenced. The counter-of-fensive was a
success and Peruvian forces continued to push further and fur-
ther into Ecuador.

Josè' QuiCiones (1914 - 1941) Peruvian air force hero as he ap-
pears on the 1976, 500 soles de oro banknote of Peru (P-115a)
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With the expansion of World War II, the United States and
the major South American powers put pressure on Peru and
Ecuador to end the war, so the American nations could concen-
trate on the larger world struggle.

In January 1942, Ecuador was persuaded to sign the Ri6 Pro-
tocol, a peace treaty, guaranteed by Argentina, Brazil, Chile
and the United States, which gave Peru around 5,000 square
miles of the disputed Amazon basin, and made other minor ad-
justments in the border between the two countries. A boundary
commission was established to draw the new border, but Ecua-
dor, unreconciled to its defeat, has refused to this day to accept
as final, certain parts of this border.

After the action at Quebrada Seca, Quinones was posthu-
mously promoted to captain and given the Cruz Peruana de

AuiaciOn (Peruvian Aviation Cross). Years later the Peruvian
Air Force Command designated July 23 to be celebrated each
year as Air Force Day.
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There are two varieties of the 500 soles de oro banknote. on
which Quinones appears. The main difference between the two
notes is that the July 22, 1976 issue (P-115a) was printed by
IPS Roma and the March 2, 1982 issue (P-115b) was printed by
the English firm of Thomas de la Rue. The signatures on the
notes are also different. Due to inflation the 500 soles note was
replaced by a coin in 1984. Instead of Quinones, Admiral
Miguel Grau. a naval hero of the War of the Pacific
(1879-1883), appeared on the new coin.
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SPLITTING TEN-DOLLAR BILLS

Baltimore Sun: A new departure in the way of counterfeiting
money was brought to light at the United States sub-treasury in
Baltimore a few days ago. A somewhat torn $10 government
bill was presented at the cashier's window with a request for
change, which was given. The note was sent to Washington as
mutilated currency, and was returned with the information that
one side of the note was good, but the other side was a well
executed counterfeit of the original. It was found that a $10 bill
had been split, the face being separated from the back, a seem-
ingly impossible undertaking. The original face with a counterfeit
back had been used, and it is quite likely that a genuine back
with a well executed face had been passed in some other quar-
ter. The portion of the note was worth exactly its proportion of
the whole, or in other words, $5.

More recently another $10 "face" was presented at the cash-
ier's window, with a similar request for change. The clerk at the
window, suspecting the bill, told the man who handed it in to
wait a moment until he could consult Dr. Bishop, the sub-
treasurer. Dr. Bishop recognized in the note the familiar game,
and said it was worth $5. When the clerk returned to the win-
dow, however, the man had left without waiting for his change.
The sub-treasury, which was out $5 on the first transaction was
evened up by the second.

This system of manipulating paper money is perhaps one of
the most dangerous forms of swindling ever attempted. One or
more genuine "faces" mixed with several whole notes would be
liable to deceive expert bank tellers. The face bearing undoubted
proof of genuineness, very few would be apt to examine the
backs of all the notes, unless something in the feel of the paper

might arouse suspicion. Then should any one, especially if not
so expert as a bank-teller, happen to strike the counterfeit side
and have his doubts about the notes, a glance at the other side
would possibly set to rest all questions. — Wood County Re-
porter, Grand Rapids, Wis., Oct. 21, 1886.

(Comment: The foregoing item is especially interesting to the
compiler because since the inception of this column he has
wished he could reprint a remembered item from an old printing
trade journal. The item described a formula, or method, for
splitting sheets of bond paper; it ran, probably in Graphic Arts
Monthly, about forty-five years ago. The process could be
applied to splitting bank notes to produce transparencies to aid
production of counterfeit plates in the manner suggested by the
work of primitive photographer William Henry Fox Talbot. (PM,
May/June, 1979.) No report of that use has been found to
date, but it cannot be discounted since this item shows bank
notes were split.)

LITTLE BOGUS MONEY AFLOAT

Washington, July 2. —The annual report of Chief Wilkie of
the Secret Service division, submitted today to Secretary Shaw,
shows that during the year there were arrested 573 persons
charged with various offenses against federal statutes. New York
leading with eighty-five prosecutions. Of the offenders, 413
were of American birth, the next largest number of offenders
being Italians. Sixty-three per cent. of those arrested were con-
victed.

The report records the fact that during the fiscal year but one
dangerous spurious note was put in circulation, a $5 certificate,
while there was only one other even passable counterfeit, a $1
silver certificate whose makers with their complete plant were
captured in Chicago the same day they attempted to put one of
their notes in circulation.

Reference is made to the continued activity among criminals
who make the "raising" of notes a specialty, and it is pointed out
that this crime might be prevented by the adoption of a distinc-
tive size for the notes of smaller denomination — the $1 and $2
notes to be an inch shorter and one-half inch narrower than the
$5 and others. — Republican and Leader, La Crosse, Wis., July
2, 1902.
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