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Notes of Cahawba
Alabama
by JAY T. BENTON, M.D.

0 N December 14, 1819, Alabama became a state.
During the first two years the capital was moved three
times, as different political strengths surfaced. In 1820,

the capital was moved to Cahawba, at the junction of the
Cahawba and Alabama Rivers, about the center of the state.

Cahawba was a new town. Lots were laid out and sold to
finance the government. The governor, William Wyatt Bibb,
hoped to get $300,000 from their sale. The state was still very
young and there was not much money in the treasury.

In December 1820, the state legislature authorized a State
Bank. The bank did not succeed; not enough of the stock was
sold. On the second attempt, in December, 1823, the Bank of
the State of Alabama was finally organized. The first check was
written on September 9, 1825, and was made out to a Mr.
Samuel Pickens himself for $100.

Under an Act of December 15, 1820, the state comptroller
was given the right to issue warrants. They circulated at a dis-
count and were considered the first "money" issued by the state
of Alabama.

I had the opportunity, when I was in high school, to travel
down the Alabama River by motorboat. We spent the night in

Cahawba, camping out. Now it's a ghost town: very little re-
mains. That trip, and the fact that this was the first "money" is-
sued by the State. has prompted my interest in this collection.

In his 1984 book, Alabama Obsolete Notes and Scrip.
Rosene lists five Comptroller's Warrants. One of these listings
states "no description available." They are all listed as rare with
only one to five known for each. There are no illustrations.

Criswell, in his 1976 edition of Confederate and Southern
States Currency, lists the Comptroller's Warrants, saying "Very
little is known about this issue of notes." Four are illustrated in
his book. They are listed as extremely rare.

My collection has three warrants similar to the ones shown by
Criswell. One is for $100 and is made out to David & Nicholas
Crocheron; they were the builders of the State House at Cahaw-
ba. The State House was to cost $9000. This warrant is appar-
rently a payment for some minor part of it. It was to be paid out
of the "appropriation for building the State House." Dated De-
cember 28, 1820, it is endorsed by "D & N" Crocheron on the
back. It grades VF, but is cut-cancelled. Brantley, in his book
Banking in Alabama 1816-1860, has a sketch of a similar note
made out to the Crocheron brothers. This $20 note is in the
Alabama State Archives.

The second warrant I have is for $10 made out to Matthew D.
Thomason from the "Contingent fund." Mr. Thomason assisted
in the second sale of lots at Cahawba in November, 1820. He
was also the doorkeeper of the House at a called session of the
legislature in 1821 and doorkeeper of the Senate in 1823. It is
endorsed "M.D. Thomason." It grades very fine, and is cut-
cancelled also.

The third warrant in my collection is also for $10 and is made
out to John Gause; the date is December 18th, 1821. Mr.
Gause was a State Senator from Montgomery County. The
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third session of the state legislature ended December 19, 1821.
This was apparently part or all of his pay. It is uncirculated and is
cut-cancelled. Criswell has one in his book made out to Thomas
Hogg who was also a Senator in the same session. His warrant is
for twenty dollars and is dated December 19th, 1821. I have not
been able to establish the amount paid for this session of the
legislature. If this was indeed Cause's pay for the session,
legislative pay has gone up considerably since then!

Another note in my collection is a different type of warrant
than those previously listed. It is not listed in any reference that I
have found. It is dated the 10th day of December, 1821. Jona-
than A. Thrailkill, who endorsed it on the back, was apparently
a constable attending the circuit court. He is not mentioned in
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my references. This note is extremely fine, but it too has been
cut-cancelled.

The fifth item is a check, number five, drawn on the Bank of
the State of Alabama for $120. It is dated December 30. 1825.
and is payable to bearer. This check is signed by Samuel Pick-
ens, the same man who signed the warrants and received the
first State Bank check. Mr. Pickens was comptroller of the State
Bank by this time.

The last note in my collection is not a state note but an issue of
the Town Council of Cahawba for twenty-five cents. The year is
182(1). This note is made out to E. Lane, or Laws. Edmund
Lane was a superintendent of subscriptions for the State Bank in
1820 and lived in Cahawba. The condition of this note is good.
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State Treasurer pay toc---- -

Ten Dollars, out of the funa appropriated for the pay-
meut of the Members of the General ssembly.

Given under my hand and private seal, (having no official seal
at Cabawba, the	 — day of Dec. 162.1.al-- •
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Fifty-cent note dated Dec. 12. 1839, signed by C. Cottrell.

A structural, fixed steel bridge, fabricated by the Detroit
Bridge and Iron Works, was erected between 1893 and 1895.
Between 1904 and 1933 street cars shared the upper level with
the railroads. Automobile traffic on the lower level was discon-
tinued in 1939, when a modern bridge was completed parallel
to the old one.

Today the railroads have abandoned the bridge. and it is no
longer in use. However, one can still see the old limestone block
piers and steel trusses that connected the north and south banks
of the great Tennessee River.

SCRIP ISSUES OF
THE FLORENCE BRIDGE COMPANY

Two denominations of scrip issued by the Florence Bridge Com-
pany are illustrated with this article. All are very rare — Rosene

assigns a Rarity 7 to these issues, with five or less known to exist.
The imprint on both notes is "E. Morris. Pr. Philadelphia."
Rosene describes a twenty-five cent note as having an imprint of
"R.M., Philadelphia," so it is possible that other notes were
printed by this firm. The central vignette on both notes depicts a
covered bridge, but it is probably not the original Florence
bridge.
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Cahawba Continued from page 13

The town of Cahawba, capital and county
seat, was short-lived. The capital was moved to
Tuscaloosa in 1826; the county seat was moved
in 1865, five miles upriver to Selma. The Civil
War took a heavy toll on the young of the town.
Cahawba also suffered from periodic flooding
and was virtually deserted by the late 1800s.
Only a few buildings are still standing today.
One of the most interesting remembrances of
Cahawba is this group of notes.
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