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The President and Directors of the

FLORENCE BRIDGE COMPANY,
J'rrrtraise to pay the Bearer, on demand, at their Treasurer's Office,

Twnwx-sr-rxvE CENTS,
in enrrent Bonk .Pirotes, when I/o' stun of fire Dollars is presented.
Flopence, 	 • 	 183

E. mDrris, Pr. I 	 i i.	 .'rest.
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THE FLORENCE BRIDGE
COMPANY

The two-level steel bridge constructed between 1893 and 1895, as it appeared on an early postcard.
Notice the streetcar crossing on the upper level.

Twenty-five cent note dated May 11, 1836, signed by Chas. Warren.

T
 HE FLORENCE BRIDGE COMPANY was chartered as a corpor-

ation by an act of the Alabama State Legislature in 1832.
The primary purpose of the company was to construct

and operate a toll bridge across the Tennessee River at a suitable
location.

The bridge constructed at Florence was built of heavy timbers
in eight spans placed on wooden pilings, and was covered and
weather-boarded on both sides. The bridge was divided into two
passageways for its entire length; a sign posted at either end
warned users to "Keep to the right, as the law directs." The
original bridge lasted until 1853, when a cyclone leveled two of
the spans.

In 1858 the Florence Bridge Company joined the Memphis
and Charleston Railroad Company to reconstruct the bridge.
The railroad paid the Florence Bridge Company a handsome

sum for the use of the abutments, rights of way, ferry rights, etc.
The new bridge was opened to the public for both train and
wagon travel.

In 1862 the bridge was destroyed by Confederate forces
under Colonel Helm (of Kentucky Cavalry fame) to prevent its
use by invading Union troops. It was rebuilt in 1870, to carry the
same traffic it handled before the War. In 1874 the bridge was
again destroyed by a cyclone, and was rebuilt; this latest
structure remained serviceable until 1892.

In May of that year, a locomotive, tender and three cars
heavily laden with limestone was crossing the bridge, when,
without warning, the bridge collapsed and the train fell into the
river fifty-five feet below. In the descent, the train fell upon and
through the pedestrian and wagon way on the lower level below
the railroad tracks.



The President and :Directors of the

VLDERSE 11-3EDIgE tRiVIPLWr il
Promise to pay the Bearer, on ilewaral, at their Treasurer's ()gee,

11X11TIT CENTS,
in current Bank Notes, when the sant ty' Tire Dollars is presented.

ftuec-ne4 :,,p 	183

L. MrriN, Pr. I e 	1"rest
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Fifty-cent note dated Dec. 12. 1839, signed by C. Cottrell.

A structural, fixed steel bridge, fabricated by the Detroit
Bridge and Iron Works, was erected between 1893 and 1895.
Between 1904 and 1933 street cars shared the upper level with
the railroads. Automobile traffic on the lower level was discon-
tinued in 1939, when a modern bridge was completed parallel
to the old one.

Today the railroads have abandoned the bridge. and it is no
longer in use. However, one can still see the old limestone block
piers and steel trusses that connected the north and south banks
of the great Tennessee River.

SCRIP ISSUES OF
THE FLORENCE BRIDGE COMPANY

Two denominations of scrip issued by the Florence Bridge Com-
pany are illustrated with this article. All are very rare — Rosene

assigns a Rarity 7 to these issues, with five or less known to exist.
The imprint on both notes is "E. Morris. Pr. Philadelphia."
Rosene describes a twenty-five cent note as having an imprint of
"R.M., Philadelphia," so it is possible that other notes were
printed by this firm. The central vignette on both notes depicts a
covered bridge, but it is probably not the original Florence
bridge.
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Cahawba Continued from page 13

The town of Cahawba, capital and county
seat, was short-lived. The capital was moved to
Tuscaloosa in 1826; the county seat was moved
in 1865, five miles upriver to Selma. The Civil
War took a heavy toll on the young of the town.
Cahawba also suffered from periodic flooding
and was virtually deserted by the late 1800s.
Only a few buildings are still standing today.
One of the most interesting remembrances of
Cahawba is this group of notes.
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