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The author, a collector of western checks, has researched and
written several articles pertaining to check collecting, western
banks and bankers. For a list of current titles, please write to:
Rodney Battles, P.O. Box 210004, Bedford, TX 76021.

M AJOR J.S. FILLMORE. a native of the state of New York,
was appointed Paymaster by Colorado's first Territor-
ial Governor, William Gilpin, on August 26, 1861. On

June 18, 1862, he married Miss Bettie M. Kehler, daughter of
the officiating clergyman, at the residence of the Reverend Keh-
ler. He was commissioned Paymaster U.S.A. by President
Abraham Lincoln November 8, 1862.

Major Fillmore possessed marvelous energy and great capaci-
ty for the successful conduct of public affairs. His official duties
as paymaster required constant journeying from one part of his
district to another. His responsibilities extended from southern
New Mexico northward into Idaho, and from Utah to Nebraska
and Kansas. Neither hostile foes nor inclement weather ever
stopped or delayed him from making his appointed rounds.
Travelling in those days was necessarily arduous and fatiguing.
The Major frequently slept upon open prairie or in the moun-
tains without food or shelter. Probably the most severe trip he
ever made, and the one that did most to hasten his death, was
to the posts in the upper North Platte in late 1862. He was ex-
posed for days without food or shelter, floundering through
deep snow with the temperature more than twenty degrees be-
low zero. Reportedly, neither he nor his companions ever re-
covered from the effects of that journey, and they always spoke
of it with a shudder. Added to his almost ceaseless duties in the
field, he was frequently obliged to make hasty journeys to
Washington, which were always coupled with the weighty re-
sponsibilities of his office.

In addition to his official duties, Major Fillmore found time to
transact an immense amount of private business. Less than five
years after moving to Denver in 1860 almost penniless, he had
accumulated property that was unequalled in value to that of
any other citizen of the city at that time. He was considered one
of the more prominent Denver citizens and a prudent business-
man.

On the night of Christmas, Sunday, December 25, 1864, Ma-
jor John S. Fillmore met his death. After he retired to bed about
10:00 pm, a gale took off one of the chimney tops, which, fall-
ing with a great noise upon the roof above his head, filled him
with alarm and nervous excitement, so that he arose and went
downstairs. When at the foot of the stairs he turned and called to
his wife, requesting her to come down. The words had scarcely
left his lips when he fell forward and immediately expired from a
sudden hemmorhage of the lungs.

June 30, 1863 Paymaster draft issued to Captain John W. Alley at the Denver, Colorado Territory Depot.
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Sept. 2, 1863 Paymaster draft issued to Thomas J. Evans at Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory,

April 23, 1864 Paymaster draft issued to John C. Thomkins at Fort Garland, Colorado Territory.

Paymaster draft written by Fillmore to a soldier named Geo. Jolloff at Fort Laramie, Idaho Ter-
ritory November 18, 1864, the month preceding Fillmore's death.

	The December 27, 1864 issue of the Rocky Mountain Daily 	 spirit has gone out forever and we are no more to meet his famil-
	News reported . . . "The deceased had been in failing health for 	 iar footsteps in the streets."

	

some time past. His system was overworked and worn out. And 	 As a token of respect to his memory, the officers of the district

	

at last, on that stormy Christmas evening, 'mid the roaring 	 wore a badge of mourning on their left arm for thirty days.
winds, a howling storm whose equal our city has not seen, his

The Colorado Historical Society is acknowledged for supplying biographical data and the lithograph of John S. Fillmore. 	 •

BROWNSVILLE MONEY

We learn that some of this miserable trash has been circulated in
this city, without the endorsement of any responsible, or irre-
sponsible party written thereon. It may be proper to add that a
bushel of the notes are traded for an iron spoon at the place
where it is issued, and gradually loses its value while traveling to
remote sections of the country. —Pioneer and Democrat, St.
Paul, Minn., July 24, 1858.
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