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The last $5 Series of 1882 face to utilize stacked treasury signatures. This plate was approved for use on

January 18, 1887. (Smithsonian Institution photo.)

TWO TYPES

The replacing of plates begun in 1887 resulted in the potential
for collecting both the old and new styles for a given bank.
Brown back issuing banks with charters in the ranges 3-1665,
2662-3584, 3586-3590. 3597. and 3611, could have issued
both types provided the bank ordered $5s before the end of
1886. Not all banks in these ranges issued both varieties. The
plates for some were never replaced before the bank stopped is-
suing $5 brown backs. Other banks waited until after 1886 to
order $5 brown backs. Even with these exceptions, hundreds of
banks issued both varieties.

It is impossible to tell from a given note when the new plate
was actually made. New, in-line plates were technically treated

as duplicates. They therefore carried the identical dates and
treasury signatures as the stacked plates which they replaced.
The only distinction was that the plate letters were incremented.
If you have a $5 brown back from a small bank with in-line sig-
natures and the plate letter is of E-F-G-H, chances are excellent
that the A-B-C-D plate was a stacked variety. Your search
should begin anew for this older variety. Both will be Bureau of
Engraving and Printing plates.
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Los Nifios Heroes
by LEE E. POLESKE

The Mexican 5000 pesos note, first issued in 1980, com-
memorates Los Nitlos He-roes (The Boy Heroes), six
military cadets, from thirteen to nineteen, who were kill-
ed in the Battle of Chapultepec during the Mexican War
(illustration 1).

HEN the Mexican War started in 1846 American
forces invaded Mexico from Texas, but in 1847 the
basic strategy was changed. General Winfield Scott

was ordered to take the port of Veracruz and march inland to
Mexico City. It was believed that the capture of their capital city
would force the Mexicans to sue for peace.

Scott's forces landed southeast of Veracruz on March 9, 1847
and soon had the city completely surrounded. With no hope of
relief, Veracruz surrendered thirteen days later. Wasting no
time. Scott and his forces began an inland march on April 8.
The Mexican commander, General Santa Anna, planned to
stop the Americans at Cerro Gordo Pass, 50 miles inland, but

Scott's carefully planned attack drove the Mexican forces out of
the Pass. Santa Anna retreated to Mexico City, where he as-
sumed dictatorial powers and started to fortify the capital city.

On August 9, the American army arrived at Ayotta, fifteen
miles from Mexico City. After a series of battles around the city,
Scott called a meeting of his staff on September 11, 1847 to
plan the final assault. It was decided to take the Castle of
Chapultepec (illustration 2) and attack the city through its
western gate.

The Castle of Chapultepec was originally built by Viceroy
Jose de Galvez as a summer palace in the late 18th century. In
1843 it was converted into the nation's military academy. The
castle was named for the hill on which it was located. Chapul-
tepec means grasshopper in the Aztec language.

Any attempt to take the castle would be met with formidable
obstacles. At the base of the hill was a stone wall, four feet thick
and 20 feet high. Half way up the slope was another strong
redoubt. Much of the western side, where the Americans plann-
ed their assault, was covered by a thick cypress grove. The cas-
tle itself was on the crest of the hill, overlooking Mexico City.

The castle was commanded by General Nicols Bravo, and
while he had done his best to prepare for an attack, he had less
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Illustration 1: Los Niiros I-froes are shown on the face of the Mexican 5000 pesos note (P-730. P-735) These six boys. rang-
ing in age from thirteen to nineteen, gave their lives for their country in the Battle of Chapultepec in 1847 (from left to right:
Vincente Suarez Ferrer, Juan Escutia. Juan de la Barrera, Fernando M de Oca, Francisco Marquez and Agustin Melgar). Also on
the face of the note is the flag of the San Bias Battalion, a regular army unit that put up the strongest resistance to the American
forces assaulting Chapultepec .

than 1.000 men to defend the castle. Santa Anna refused rein-
forcements because he believed the main American attack
would come at the eastern gate.

The Americans bombarded Chapultepec all day on the 12th.
General Jose Mariano Monterde. Commandant of the military
academy ordered his young cadets to go to their homes when it
became evident to him that the Americans were planning to at-
tack the castle, but they refused to obey him, preferring to stay
with him and fight for their country.

At first light on September 13, the Americans renewed their
bombardment. At 8:30 a.m. the bombardment stopped and
some 7,000 men under Generals Twiggs and Pillow started the
assault on Chapultepec.

The American troops, who had known nothing but victory
since they landed at Veracruz, charged up the hill driving the
Mexican forces before them. Bravo had concentrated his forces
at the top of the hill and it was here that the Americans were
temporarily halted, but even a heroic defense by the San Bias
Battalion in the cypress groves could not stop the Americans (il-
lustration 1). Within 90 minutes the castle was taken and Gener-
al Bravo himself was a prisoner.

The Americans did not stop after taking the castle. Leaving a
few men behind to guard the prisoners, they moved on to Mexi-
co City and were at the city walls by nightfall. The next day the
city surrendered. American forces occupied it until the end of
the War in 1848.

Of the 100 military cadets who took part in the battle, 36 were
taken prisoner, four were wounded and six were killed.

The six cadets who died in the Battle of Chapultepec became
known as Los Nirios I-Iroes (The Boy Heroes). One of the few
things known for sure about them is their names. Since many of
the academy's records were lost or destroyed during the war,
there is very little else known about some of the boys. The ac-
counts of how the boys met their deaths are a mixture of fact
and legend. In some cases there are different, even contradic-
tory versions.

In alphabetical order Los Niiios I-Iroes are:

Juan de la Barrera. He was born in 1828 in Mexico City. As
the son of a general he was allowed to enter the army at the age
of twelve. He was made a sub-lieutenant of artillery the follow-
ing year. In 1843 he enrolled in the military academy because
he wanted "to be a true scientific officer." He helped construct
some of the fortifications at Chapultepec and died defending
one of the artillery batteries during the battle.

Juan Escutia. Born sometime between 1828 and 1832. he
entered the academy in 1847. His body was found next to that
of his classmate Francisco Marquez. In some accounts of the
battle he is said to be the cadet who wrapped the academy's flag
around himself and threw himself off the roof of the castle into
the ravines below to prevent the flag from falling into the hands
of the Americans.

Vincente Stirez Ferrer. Born in Puebla in 1833 he was the
son of a cavalry officer. He entered the military academy in
1845. In the battle he was killed at his post after killing one at-
tacker and wounding another.

Francisco 1VIrquez. He was born in Guadalajara in 1834 and
entered the academy in 1847. At thirteen he was the youngest
of the cadets to die in the battle. His body was found on the east
side of the hill near that of Juan Escutia, both riddled with
bullets.

Agustin Melgar. He was born in Chihuahua sometime be-
tween 1828 and 1832. Orphaned at an early age. he entered
the academy in 1846. He was dropped from the rolls the next
year after failing the test to qualify for a commission. He reap-
plied daily and was finally given probationary status on Septem-
ber 8, 1847. There are two versions of how he met his death. In
one account he retreated to a room in the castle, which he barri-
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Illustration 2: The Castle of Chapultepec is pictured on the back of the 5000 pesos note. Built in the late 18th century as the
Viceroy's palace it became the Mexican Military Academy in 1843 and was the site of the last major battle in the Mexican War.

Today it houses Mexico's National Museum of History.

caded and continued to fight until his wounds prevented him
from continuing; he was found two days later, dead from his
many wounds. Another account says he was killed in hand to
hand combat trying to prevent the Americans from reaching the
castle's flagpole. In 1924 he was given full cadet status post-

humously.

Fernando Montes de Oca. Born in Azcapotzaleo in the Fed-

eral District, sometime between 1828 and 1832. he applied for
admission in 1847. In his letter of application he said he wanted
"to serve in the glorious career of arms" and "to be useful in the
current war against the United States of the North." There are
two versions of his death. One is that he was shot while trying to
join his classmates fighting in the Botanical Garden of the castle
and the other is that he wrapped the academy's flag around
himself and threw himself off the roof of the castle to prevent the

flag from falling into the hands of the Americans. The Enci-

clopedia de Mexico supports the second version and says that

he. not Juan Escutia, should be given credit for trying to save
the flag.

In 1947, as the centennial of the Battle of Chapultepec ap-
proached, the Mexican Secretary of Defense ordered the re-

mains of the six cadets to be removed from their burial place in

the Chapultepec Woods, housed in crystal urns. and placed in
the Flag Room of the military academy.

During a trip to Mexico in 1947 President Harry S. Truman

wanted to place a wreath in honor of the cadets. When some of
his advisors opposed it saying it would bring up bad memories of
the war and cause resentment in Texas, he said "What the Hell!
Any Texan that's damn fool enough to be put out when a Presi-
dent of the United States pays tribute to a bunch of brave kids, I
don't need their support."

In 1952 the remains of Los Ninos Heroes were placed in the
monument built in their honor at the foot of Chapultepec Hill at

the end of the Paseo de la Reforma, Mexico City's main street.
The monument, designed by architect Enrique AragOn Eche-
garay and sculptor Ernesto Tamariz, is made up of two parts: At
the top of the stairs leading to the monument there is a statue of

a woman, symbolizing the nation, with a baby in her arms and
another child at her side, on a pedestal on which is the inscrip-

tion "To the defenders of the nation 1846-1847." Behind her
in a half circle are six granite columns in the center of which is a

marble tablet with the names of Los Niiios I-1roes and the date

13 September 1847.
The cadets have been celebrated in many poems and songs:

one of the best known is that by Amado Nerco. in which he says:

Como renuevos cuyos
	

(Like young seedlings

un viento helado marchia en flor withered by a cold wind before

asi cayeron los Heroes Niiios
	

they could flower,

antes las bales del invasor 	 so fell the Boy Heroes before

the bullets of the invaders)

The banknote honoring Los Nirios 1-iroes was the first 5000
pesos banknote (P-730) ever printed and issued in Mexico.

Dated 25 March, 1980, it was put into circulation in October

1980. A second type of the 5000 pesos note (P-735) was first is-
sued in 1981. There are two major differences between the

types. The serial numbers are narrower on the second type and
it has four signatures instead of the three on the first type. In ad-
dition to the signatures of a Board Member (consejero), Cashier

(cajero) and the Comptroller for the National Banking and In-
surance Commission (Interventor de la ComisiOn Nacional Ban-
caria y de Seguros) (C.N.B.S.). the signature of the Director

General of the Bank of Mexico (Banco de Mexico-Direccio'n

General) was added.
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