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Additions toa ennsylVania Obsolete Notes
by ROBERT W. ROSS, III SPMC 4024

R
 ICHARD T. Hoober has made a significant start on cata-

loging the obsolete bank notes of Pennsylvania with his
book, Pennsylvania Obsolete Notes and Scrip, pub-

lished by The Society Paper Money Collectors, Inc. and issued
in 1985. It is a monumental work that must have taken many
years of collecting, study and research. The hours required to
produce such a large volume are surely countless. I can appreci-
ate Dick's effort all the more when I consider the numerous
hours I spent just in developing this article.

I do not collect Pennsylvania obsolete notes as a state collec-
tor would, but I do collect these notes in a number of different
ways (e.g., vignettes, denominations, companies) that has in-
volved accumulating a number of notes from this state. When
Dick's book was released, I combined the notes in my collection
with those I had for sale, and set about to catalog all of them by
Hoober numbers. I was quite surprised to see how many notes
there were for me to catalog. My appreciation grew quickly for
Pennsylvania, as a state that issued a large variety of interesting
notes.

This article contains what I was unable to identify as the same
as in the Hoober book and is certainly no attempt to detract from
the pioneer work of Richard T. Hoober. Rather, in a field as vast
as obsolete bank notes, there are always a number of notes (or
description details of notes) that escape being listed. Also, once
a state obsolete bank note book is published, many years pass
before it is updated and reprinted. So, with additional informa-
tion readily at hand, I thought it might be useful to readers to
publish my findings and add (albeit in a very small way) to this
great beginning.

The listings that follow are in the same order that Dick used,
and his page numbers are shown for reader's convenience in lo-
cating the proper section. Where completely new notes are
listed, they are so indicated by the use of a simulated Hoober
number with the suffix "a" (or "b") and shown enclosed in
parentheses. Where description details are added for notes that
are already listed, my listing starts out with the word "same"
(i.e., same as listed in Hoober) and the then additions or differ-
ences follow. Where photographs are included, they immed-
iately precede the listing.

Allentown

Blumer, William H. & Co. Banking House (page 21)

	

9-10 	 54	 Same, except imprint: T. Sinclair, 311
Chestnut St. Phil.

	

9-11	 104 	 Same, except Sinclair imprint as above.

Knauss, Franklin (page 23)

	

9-38	 34	 Same, except also comes with printed
date of Feb. 12, 1863.

Schumaker, Charles (page 24)

	

9-46 	 34	 Same, except lacks any date (printed or
ink).

Belle Vernon (unlisted town)

Eberhart, William (would be page 31)

(25a-1)	 54 	 (L) 5 cents on die.
(R) Boy with cattle at water hole.
Imprint: Otto Krebs Lith Pittsburgh.
Date: None.
Comment: Black printing on white paper
with light green oval-hatch across entire
note.

Bloomfield

Perry County (page 36)

34-4 	 254 	 Same, except printed portion of date is
1837.
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Bristol

Farmers Bank of Bucks County (page 37)

(39-4a) 	 $2	 Similar to 39-4, a $1 note, except: de-
nomination is $2; there is no denomina-
tion below woman at left; has printed
date of Aug. 1st, 1861.

Cattawissa Valley (Columbia County)

Unidentified (H. Milhoff) (page 50)

57-1 	 3( 	 Observe identification of H. Milhoff; text
correction of "one hundred and sixty-six
tickets."
Date: April 26th, 1838, part ink.

Chester

Bank of Delaware County (page 55)

61-7 	 $1	 Same.
Comment: Believe listing is an altered
note of the $1 Southern Bank of
Georgia, Bainbridge, Georgia.

(61-13a) $5 	 (L&R) 5 on medallion head, 5 above and
below.
(C) Declaration signing, bank title, five
dollars in white or gray shading.
Imprint: Underwood, Bald, Spencer &
Hufty, Philada. and Danforth, Under-
wood & Co. New York.
Date: June 7th, 1841 (printed).

Easton

Borough of Easton (page 79)

103-38 25(	 Same, also comes with printed date of
Dec. 1st, 1862.

Dushore

Jackson, J. & Sons (page 73)

96-1
through
96-4
	

5(	 Same, except name is B. S. Russell.
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Erie

Bank of Commerce (page 85)

114-2	 $5	 Same, except: imprint is Draper, Welsh
& Co Phila. and date is Dec. 14, 1858,
part ink.

(114-2a)	 $5	 Same, except: imprint is Draper, Welsh
& Co. Phila.; has ABC logo at left; and
date of 3 January 1860, part ink.

Erie Bank (page 86)

114-9	 $2	 Same, except: imprint is Underwood,
Bald, Spencer & Hufty, Philada. and
Danforth, Underwood & Co. New York;
has printed date of 4th May 1841.

Greensburgh
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148-18	 $5	 Same, except: imprint is Danforth, Bald
& Co. Philda. & New York; ABC mono-
gram appears in lower right corner.

Honesdale

Borough of Honesdale (page 117)

Westmoreland Bank of Pennsylvania (page 101)

143-2	 $3	 Same, except: has imprint left of right
panel as "Printed by C.P. Harrison, Pitts-
burgh".

Greensburgh & Pittsburgh Turnpike Co. (page 102)

(160-13a) 3( (L&R) 3 on oval die.
(C) Different man's portrait, words above
in three lines, "in Honesdale Bank/ Bills/
Three Cents".
Imprint: Snyder, Black & Sturm, 92 Wm.
St. N.Y.
Date: Jan. 1st 1863.

(143-6a) $3	 (L) Same as 143-4 except for 3 above
and below.
(C) Different conestoga wagon vignette.
(R) Sailing ship, three below, Allegheny
Co. Pa. above.
Imprint: A. F. Marthens, Pittsburgh.
Date: None.

Kutztown

Kutztown Produce Exchange (page 126)

183-3	 2(	 Same, also comes with no imprint.

Harmony

Harmony Institute (page 104)

(147-3a) $3
	

Same layout as 147-4, $5 denomination	 New Hope
note, except substitute 3 for 5 and III for V.

New Hope Delaware Bridge Co. (pp. 179, 180)

Harrisburg
	 271-14 6 1/4( Same, imprint is: Engravd by W. Kneass,

125 Market St. Philada.
Harrisburg Bank (page 106)	 (271-16a)25(	 No description available.
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271-17 50(	 Same, except imprint is: Engravd by W.
Kneass, 125 Market St. Philada.

Comments: The word "Engravd" in the
imprint is misspelled on this note and the

61/4C note above. The 25C and 50C
notes above have proven to be particular-

ly elusive for me. I thought that I had

found the 50C note in January, 1980
when it appeared on a price list of Penn-
sylvania dealer, Les Bortner. Unfor-

tunately, the package of notes in which it

was included "disappeared" in the U.S.
Mail; Les and I had to settle for respec-

tive refunds.

My second opportunity to buy the 50C
(and the 25C) note occurred when a col-

lection was offered to me at the New
York Paper Money Show in September,

1980. Unfortunately, I was not particular-
ly interested in much of the balance of

this collection and it was extensive. Then
fate offered me a third opportunity when
I later learned (and just by chance) that

dealer Scott Secor had purchased the

collection. I contacted Scott and was de-

lighted when my offer for the two notes

was accepted. Since the notes were

mounted in scrapbooks, I was to pick
them up later. When I went to get the

notes, the 25C note had "disappeared in

the confusion of removing the notes," but

I did finally obtain the 50C note, which is

the one pictured above. I remember the

25C note as being similar to the 50C

note, but, unfortunately, I did not write
down a description either time I saw it.

	

271-19	 $1	 Same, except also comes with dates of
May 1 and May 3, 1821, part ink.

	

271-20	 $1	 Same, except no imprint.

	

271-23	 $3	 Same, except imprint is: Engraved by W.
Kneass & D.H. Mason, Philad.
Comments: Above note is dated Jany. 2
1821.

(To be continued)


	Additions to Pennsylvania Obsolete Notes

