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Paper Money Whole No. 123

The Statue of Liberty,
a Chinese Bank Note

by GENE HESSLER 	 and Related Pieces

0 UR silver anniversary is also the 25th observance of the
inauguration of John F. Kennedy, the founding of the
Peace Corps, the deaths of Ty Cobb—he was born in

1886— and Gary Cooper.
Although we are proud of our 25-year history, most Ameri-

cans will acknowledge another event during 1986—the 100th
anniversary of the dedication of Liberty Enlightning the World;
we know her as the Statue of Liberty. And, since Miss Liberty is
currently a popular subject, I thought it might be of interest to list
paper items only that display an image of the statue, and relate
some information about what, in my opinion, is one of the most
unusual pieces. Undoubtedly there are other items that could be
added to the following list.

American Bank Note Company vignettes (at least three dif-
ferent have been observed) see cover

American Electric Manufacturing Co., Cortland St.,
NYC: letterhead'

Checks: Blank, statue at left, ca. 1880 not ill. two different
types observed; First National City Bank, contemporary;

U.S. Government

Fantasy bank notes: "100" issuer not identified, not ill.
"1,000.000" issuer not identified'

Hotel Bartholdi, Broadway and 23rd St., NYC: advertising
card* (two types observed)

Receipt book, statue at left

Sons of the Revolution: receipt for contribution to Pedestal
Fund

Souvenir cards by Bureau of Engraving and Printing:
three different colors, 1985

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey: pas-
senger automobile ticket'

The World (newspaper), NYC: receipt, ca. 1880

United States Military Payment Certificates: 5*, 10, 25
and 50(, Series 591; $10, Series 641 not ill.

'illustrated
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Bank Notes of the Chinese American
Bank of Commerce

As trade between China and the West increased in the 19th
century, foreign banks established branches in China. Following
this commercial invasion of the "heavenly kingdom," notes that
were issued sometimes had nationalistic symbols. The
Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China chose the image
of a Roman soldier and Minerva for some of its notes, but the
Deutsch-Asiatische Bank proudly displayed the image of Ger-
mania, and the Chinese American Bank of Commerce flaunted
the Statue of Liberty.

Branches were established in the following cities; indiginous
denominations to each are also listed. The same image of the
Statue of Liberty is on all notes except the general issue, which
has a smaller version. All notes are extremely rare.

This Chinese-American bank, organized in 1919 with eleven
directors (six Chinese and five Americans) was originally called
the Chinese American Commercial and Industrial Bank. The
name change was made in 1920; all notes are dated 15 July of
that year.

The principal organizer was Hsu-yuan who was educated at
the University of London and then worked at Smith's Bank in
the city. The stock of 100,000 shares at $100 each was evenly
divided and held by Chinese and Americans. The principal
stockholder was the Chase National Bank of New York. Ac-
cording to Eduard Kann, notes were first issued in 1923 at the
Peking and Tientsin branches; the following year saw notes from
the Shanghai branch. By the end of 1924, circulation for all
branches had reached $254,040,866.

General issue:
Hankow branch:
Peking branch:
Shanghai branch:

Shantung branch: $1 (PS242)
Tientsin branch: 	 $1 (PS245)

For most Americans and Chinese as well, it most certainly
would be a surprise to learn that America's symbol of freedom,
the Statue of Liberty, once appeared on Chinese bank notes.

My sincere thanks is extended to Julius Turoff for his contribution to the
list of paper items, and to Bruce W. Smith for information about the
Chinese American Bank of Commerce.

$1 (PS230) unissued
$1 (PS233)
$1 (PS236), $10 (PS238)
$1 (PS239), $ 5 (PS240), $10

(PS241)
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